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The Balloon Tire 
Principle 


The latest development in motor-car equipment, the 
balloon tire, is designed to afford greater ease and comfort 
in riding and freedom from bumps, blow-outs, and 
skidding. ‘The tires, being of large cross section, are 
inflated to low pressures so that they may absorb vibration 
and shocks instead of transmitting them as the ordinary 
cord tires do under high air pressure. 


The principle of the balloon tire was discovered years 
ago by the Ohio Farmers and applied to insurance. 
This Company operates under low pressure so that there 
is plenty of opportunity for absorption of the little shocks 
and bumps inevitable in present day business relations. 


Ohio Farmers agents avoid blow-outs, skidding, and 
bumps because of the balloon tire principle. 


OHIO FARMERS INSURANCE CO. 


Organized 1848 
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AMERICA FORE~ 
New York 


80 Maiden Lane, pictured above, is the 
home of the “America Fore” Group of Fire 
Insurance Companies, in the insurance dis- 
trict of downtown New York. It is an im- 
pressive twenty-six story structure with a 
gross floor area of 500,000 square feet. 
Each floor contains a rentable area of 13,207 





Loss Department, American Eagle, 


Engineering Department, American Eagle, square feet. The Continental. Fidelity . 
: 2 aS , 4 y-Phenix and 
_ —a. The top five floors and a part of the Farmers 


nineteenth and twenty-first floors, house the 
various departments of the Home Offices of 
the American Eagle, The Continental, and - 
Fidelity-Phenix Fire Insurance Companies =e ogee 

of New York, and the Eastern Department 
of the Farmers Insurance Company of Ce- 
dar Rapids, Iowa. Local and Brokerage 
Departments for each company are located 
on the ground floor, with a Printing and 
Supply Department in the basement. 

Easily accessible to Brokers and Agents, 
and with thoroughly modern working con- 
ditions offered throughout, 80 Maiden Lane 
has become one of the most desirable lo- 
cations in the New York Insurance Dis- 
trict. 








Underwriting Department, American Eagle The America Fore Group Underwriting Department, Fidelity-Phenix 


AMERICAN EAGLE FARMERS of IOWA 


Jhe CONTINENTAL FIDELITY-PHENIX 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Eighty Maiden Lane, New York..NY. 
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There’s New Business Everywhere 


In just one issue of a prominent morning daily newspaper we find 
comment based upon facts that point to increased business in 
many industries. Coal mines are speeding up their production 
and anticipate a good run of business in the coming months. 


Those who are most intimately in touch with the textile field 
report a keen interest upon the part of retailers who confidently 
expect a heavy spring and summer trade. 


The steel and iron industry reports that agricultural implement 
dealers have added stimulus to the market by good purchases and 
are preparing for an increased spring distribution of farming 
machinery. There is likewise a heavy demand for pig iron through- 
out the west. The agricultural outlook is indeed encouraging. 


Business is more and more assuming a basic confidence in 1924. 


The automobile manufacturers are planning on a record output 
for the remainder of the year. 


There is business ahead for all. The active local agent will 
get his share. 


SPRINGFIELD FirE & MARINE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
SPRINGFIELD, MAss. 


as the covered wagon which it will use in all 
Uterature touching on the event. The fect that 
the Company, see organized in 1849, the year of 
the rush to 

American history, would seem to_make the » 
singularly appropriate. 





HEAD OFFICE PACIFIC COA%’ DEPARTMENT 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT: CHICAGO 4 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. TM SAN FRANZ4SCO, CALIFORNIA 

G. G. BULELEY, President HARDING & LININGER, Managers GEORGY, #. DORNIN, Manager 


CASH CAPITAL $3,500,000.00 








The Springfield Fire & Marine, the 75th anni- 
sersary of which will fall in 1924, has adopled as 


lifornia and other stirring epochs in 
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This Year Use Every Channel 


Resolve for 1924 that in the grand game of 
seeking additional income you will not over- 
look any of the opportunities presented by the 
many classes of insurance coverage. 


Don’t confine your efforts to one or two lines. 
Use every channel leading to increased pre- 
mium income. The Home, of New York, 
has a long list of coverages provided for the 
the use of localagents. Use these facilities. 











5 MO ree 5 
Dee MEE OI 2 











R 


Che HOME Stax NEW YORK 
Elbridge G. Snow, President 
Organized 1853 Cash Capital *18,000,000 
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“ 


The progress of The Northern Assurance 
is a characteristic example of a financial 
undertaking started on a modest but 
sound basis and continued up to the 
present day with strength rather than 
size as the ideal to be pursued. 


In all undertakings strength has been 


The Northern Assurance Company Limited of London 


Eastern Department 
55 John Street 
NEW YORK 





Western Department 
Monadnock Block 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


WM. H. McGEE & CO., Inc. 
U. S. Marine Underwriters 


15 William Street, New York 


Strength 















a dominant factor. In all agencies where 
the Company is represented, the North- 
ern Assurance trademark is proudly 
displayed. “Strong as the Strongest,” 
which has been the constant aim of the 
management, has likewise been the 
motto proudly adopted by all Northern 
Assurance agents. 


Southern Department 
Northern Bidg., 135 William St. 
NEW YORK 
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Why Western Insurance Bureau Refused to Consent to 
a Reduction in Commissions in Clear Bureau Agencies 


At the recent hearing in Chicago it was proposed that the WESTERN 
INSURANCE BUREAU should reduce commissions in clear Bureau 
agencies to the so-called Union scale, to which it would not consent. 


The WESTERN INSURANCE BUREAU does not oppose uniform 
commissions, provided they are on a basis equitable and fair. Such it 
believes its present scale to be; however, it is willing to consider any 
proper changes which do not do violence to its sense of right, or the 
rights of agents of Bureau companies. No such proposal has yet been 
made. 


The WESTERN INSURANCE BUREAU stands for— 


1. The American agency system. 


2. Compensation to agents fair to them for service 
performed and reasonable as a charge on the 
business. 


3. Freedom of choice for an agent in the selection 
of the companies he desires to represent. 


FOR THESE IT STANDS FIRM, and will resist to the utmost of its 
ability any attempt from any quarter to force it to sacrifice the princi- 
ples above declared. In this position we solicit the support of every 
agent 


Who desires the American agency system to endure, 
Who believes in a reasonable compensation, 
Who believes in the freedom to choose his own Company. 


The 
Western Insurance Bureau 


Insurance Exchange Building 
Chicago 


This spoee has been eentraeted and paid fer by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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Tweaty-Eighth Year No. 5 


INDIANA ORDERS THE 
~ UNIFORM SCALE, FEB. 1 


First Department to Take Action 
Following the Conference of 
Insurance Commissioners 


COMPANIES ARE NOTIFIED 





State Official Says He Has Full Author- 
ity to Take This Action Under 
the Law 





INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 30.— 
Commissioner Thomas S. McMurray, 
Jr. states that he is in full accord with 
the action of the subcommittee of the 
National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners and he mailed today an ex- 
tended order announcing in detail the 
scale of commissions to agents which 
will be in force in Indiana, effective 
Feb. 1. His ruling goes into details as 
to the commissions chargeable on the 
various classifications, ranging from 25, 
20 and 15 percent on groups of risks 
and lines of coverage—fire, tornado, use 
and occupancy. . 

“This action by the Indiana depart- 
ment may be regarded as unusual and 
entering a phase of the business hither- 
to not touched by the department,” Mr. 
McMurray commented, “but I feel im- 
pelled to take this course through the 
obligation imposed on my office by the 
insurance rating law which puts under 
our jurisdiction the approval of rates 
and involves acquisition expense, in my 
opinion, since it requires the allowance 
of what may be regarded as a fair un- 
derwriting profit and conflagration haz- 
ard charge. This involves acquisition 
expense undoubtedly. Any violation of 
this ruling on commissions will be re- 
garded and treated as a violation of the 
anti-discrimination law affecting In- 
diana policyholders.” 

Mr. McMurray sends out to the com- 
Panies his ruling which is the same as 
that issued by the insurance commis- 
Sioners giving the Western Union scale 


of commission published in another 
column, 


Commissioners’ Spring Meeting 


The spring meeting of the National 
onvention of Insurance Commission- 
ets will probably be held at Pinehurst, 
.C, some time in April, if one is held 
this year. Decision as to whether the 
meeting will be held rests with the ex- 
ecutive committee, which is expected 
to act on the question at an early date, 
according to Commissioner Button of 
Irginia, chairman of the committee. 
ol. Button is in receipt of a letter from 
Commissioner Wade of North Carolina 
stating that Pinehurst is anxious to get 
the convention and that arrangements 
fan readily be made for holding it 
there in the event it is decided to meet 
this spring. 

,Lommissioner Wade extended the in- 
Mitation to entertain the spring conven- 
tion in North Carolina when the last 


amnual convention was held in Minne- 
apolis, 


CHICAGO, CINCINNATI AND 
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| OPINIONS OF PROMINENT 


LOCAL AGENTS 


ON ACTION OF THE COMMISSIONERS 


| 
| 
\ 








sections of the country have ex- 
pressed themselves on the action of 
the insurance commissioners committee 
that met in Chicago last week to dis- 
cuss the question of commissions, sep- 
arations and kindred subjects. The local 


Sie E of the local agents in different 


agents are giving much thought to 
what transpires. Their views are of 
interest: 


_— = 

E, F. Abernethy, South Bend, Ind.— 
The necessity for insurance commis- 
sioners of the various states as a body 
to have to intervene to settle disputes 
between rival organizations of insurance 
companies, relative to how they shall 
deal with their agents, is much to be 
regretted. It unstabilizes the business 
of insurance and we will never know 
where we are if once this becomes an 
established custom. It is announced 
that the commissioners of states who 
are not sure of their authority to bring 
about what they propose to do, are to 
go to the people and ask that laws be 
made to give to them that right. As an 
outcome of this controversy this cer- 
tainly is to be deplored. : y 

The agents, whose business is prin- 
cipally one of salesmanship, with a 
mind only for organization and service 
to the public for the companies they 
represent, have been asked to assist in 
solving the problem of the technical 
business of company management, 
which they should not have to solve, so 
that their employers, so to speak, can 
agree with rival employers in such a 
manner as to preserve their business? 


Why Not Get Together? 


Is it possible, that it is not yet too 
late for these rival organizations to 
come to an agreement? If it is too late, 
it is up to agents’ organizations to get 
busy and turn their attention to insur- 
ance commissioners if their rights and 
their business are to be respected, be- 
cause there lies now the key to the 
whole situation. 

As to Indiana, the commissioner and 
the agents’ organizations have always 
worked together harmoniously. With 
cur present commissioner, we have no 
reason to believe but what wholehearted 
cooperation will continue. 

Concerning the terms of the propos- 
als made in Chicago by the commissioners 
while in session, in Indiana there were 
various opinions. Those agencies who are 
Bureau and have cleared as Bureau 
agencies, naturally, are not satisfied 
with the terms laid down. The Union 
agencies, who with a small percentage 
of Bureau companies have cleared, are 
glad they are clear, and are satisfied 
with the agreement. There is a large 
feeling of relief among agencies very 
much mixed, that the separation feature 
is to stop, though a number of agents 
who have given much thought to the 
matter, think the process of separation 
should be continued and that ultimate 
results would prove more beneficial. 
For excepted cities there seems to be a 
fecling that the business of insurance 
in large cities under conditions different 
from those in smaller business centers, 
should receive special consideration, but 
that such cities as Indianapolis and 
other similar cities in the country not 
receiving special privileges, should be 





given similar consideration. As to bro- 
kers, there is general satisfaction’ with 
the agreement. 

Concerning the effect of the terms of 
the agreement on the smaller com- 
panies, we believe that matter can be 
settled by the agents, particularly if the 
companies and the commissioners will 
carry out their promises of recognizing 
agents’ local organizations. This is 
where the local, state and national or- 
ganizations should come in strong, and 
where the companies should encourage 
and help these organizations. The ad- 
ministration of these organizations is 
single to the interests of the business 
of insurance for the benefit of the pub- 
lic, the companies, and themselves, and 
the fair, dignified and able manner 
which has been shown in the conduct 
and action of our national officers in 
the present episode has been evident to 
everyone. As to the organization of the 
insurance agents in our state, the In- 
diana association is going the limit of 
its powers for their protection. We see 
no other way. 

eo &'s 


Mrs. Myrtle B. West, Oshkosh, Wis. 
—I have no knowledge that would en- 
able me to form an opinion on the main 
points in this controversy outside of 
Western Union territory; therefore, any 
ideas I may express are restricted to 
that territory. 

am strongly in favor of uniform 
commissions paid alike by all companies 
to all agents. Not even Mr. Sheldon 
with all his flowery oratory convinced 
me to the contrary. It surely does not 
cost the Bureau agents more to do busi- 
ness. They do not render more service 
to the assured, and it costs them no 
more to live. I have often thought, 
however, they were fully as prosperous 
with less effort and worry. 

I was much impressed though with 
the great amount of sentiment shown 
by Mr. Sheldon for the local agent and 
nearly came to the conclusion that I 
wanted to be a “clear Bureau agent” in 
an “excepted city.” I believe that 
would be nearer to “heaven on earth” 
than anything I have yet found in the 
insurance business. I had more senti- 
ment several years ago than I have 
now. While I still think it is fine in its 
place, I doubt if it exists to any extent 
in a mixed agency under present condi- 
tions. 


Says Union Scale Is Equitable 


The Western Union scale and classi- 
fication, I believe, is fair and equitable 
to both agents and companies. It is 
certainly not too high and would not be 
so considered by those engaged in other 
lines of business. With the gradual re- 
duction in rates which is constantly tak- 
ing place, not only on special hazards, 
which is brought about chiefly through 
the efforts of competent local agents, 
but on the preferred classes—if there 
are any such—it is extremely difficult 
for an agent to increase his volume of 
business enough to take care of the in- 
creased cost of doing business and at 
the same time show any increase in his 
net earnings. The records of our own 
office over a period of 15 years will 
substantiate this statement. During the 
past few years I have thought the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 9) 
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REGRET FELT IN EAST 
OVER CHICAGO HEARING 





Company Officials Declare Situa- 
tion in Central West Is in 
Muddled State 





MUCH OPPOSITION FOUND 





Declare That Insurance Commissioners 
Went Too Far in Their Legislat- 
ing for Entire Country 


By GEORGE A. WATSON 

NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—General 
regret is expressed in fire underwriting 
circles here over the unsatisfactory out- 
come of the much heralded conference 
held in Chicago early last week, when, 
continuing the effort put forth in this 
city some days previously, a committee 
of the National Convention of Insur- 
ance Commissioners endeavored to 
bring about an amicable settlement of 
the chief differences between the West- 


ern Union and the Western Insurance 
Bureau. 

While it is true that the commission- 
ers endorsed the graded scale of the 
Union, and secured the support of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents to any scale of compensation 
acceptable to the membership of the 
two company organizations, it failed ut- 
terly to get the endorsement of the 
Western Bureau to its program, and in 
effect the situation in the middle west 
today stands as it was before the armis- 
tice was agreed to, and before the con- 
ferences at New York and Chicago took 
place. 


Challenge Must Come From Bureau 


There is this notable change in the 
situation, however. Whereas the Union 
was previously upon the defensive be- 
fore the insurance commissioners its 
program, at least in so far as the state 
Officials are concerned, now has the 
endorsement of the latter, and the 
challenge must come from the Bureau 
offices. The action taken by the com- 
missioners in approving the Union clas- 
sification and its application the coun- 
try over, was recommendatory only. 
It remains to be seen whether the com- 
missioners will seek legislation in their 
respective states to carry the plan into 
effect. It became known that Superin- 
tendent Baker of Kansas, who was re- 
sponsible for bringing about the exist- 
ing armistice betwen the Union and 
the Bureau, has given formal notice of 
its abrogation, and that within 10 days 
thereafter, the Union will again under- 
take to enforce agency separation 
throughout the middle west, save only 
perhaps in the three or four states 
whose supervising officials have de- 
clared they would oppose any such ef- 
fort. 

Bureau Will Fight 


That the Bureau will “resist to the 
uttermost” any attempt upon the part 
of the commissioners to enforce the 
Union classification upon it, is taken 
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for granted. Determined opposition, 
too, may be counted upon from the non- 
affiliated companies should the state of- 
ficials endeavor to arbitrarily fix the 
compensation they may pay for pro- 
curing business. The excepted cities’ 
agents will oppose the action. 
Thus in the final analysis, while 
Union company executives are natur- 
ally gratified at the endorsement of 
their classification given by the com- 
missioners, they are yet chagrined to 
think that the effort to gain uniform- 
ity has proved abortive, and that the 
disagreeable task of enforced separa- 
tion must be proceeded with. Bureau 
men say very frankly that in the inter- 
est of general harmony they were pre- 
pared to go a long way, but hold it un- 
fair to force all concessions from them, 
stating that had a reclassification been 
attempted, they would have met their 
Union friends more than half way. 


Non-Affiliated Companies 


The non-affiliated companies express 
individual opinions. Having no organi- 
zation they cannot speak or act con- 
certedly. Howard A. Archer, who par- 
ticipated in the Chicago conferences as 
representing the Importers & Export- 
ers, had no authority to nor did he at- 
tempt to speak for any other interest. 
The non-affiliated companies held no 
meeting either before nor since the 
gathering in the west; nor are they 
likely to until legislation along the lines 
talked of by the commissioners is at- 
tempted. Underwriters of all persua- 
sions only see endless litigation as a re- 
sult of the meeting in Chicago. Hence 
the disappointment generally felt as to 
the outcome of the affair. 


Favor the Large Cities 


While the commissioners are insist- 
ent that no partiality be shown agents 
of the large cities of the country in the 
payment of commissions, managers 
generally hold that differentials should 
be allowed because of the vastly greater 
expense to which the local men of the 
chief centers are put to in conducting 
business as against those of the smaller 
communities; and that this phase of the 
situation should have been dealt with 
separately as urged by Union and Bu- 
reau men alike as well as by the agents 
in the socalled “excepted cities.” It is 
conceded that reforms in the cities re- 
ferred to are desirable and that the pre- 
vailing cost of operating in such cen- 
ters should be reduced, but it is not felt 
that they should be given no more lee- 
way than is afforded small country 
towns, where rentals are modest; clerk 
hire comparatively inexpensive and gen- 
eral living costs far below those of the 
big cities. 

Commissieners Went Too Far 


Again, the commissioners are deemed 
to have gone entirely too far in recom- 
mending one scale of commissions and 
a flat brokerage for application the 
country over, without giving the sub- 
ject far greater and more extended in- 
vestigation that was allotted it, and 
certainly not without hearing from rep- 
resentatives from all sections of the 
land. 

Here in New York, the greatest 
premium producing city in the world, 
the fire insurance business is controlled 
almost wholly by brokers, who perform 
a real service to the assured and com- 
panies, brokerages range from 10 to 20 
percent. The former figure is paid upon 
risks of large values located in the so- 
called congested center; 15 percent is 
allowed upon mercantile properties out- 
side, while the 20 percent is given only 
upon strictly preferred risks. The aver- 
age brokerage office figures its return 
at about 12% percent over his whole 
business. 


Operating Expense Is Heavy 


From this he has to pay his entire 
operating expense, which is consider- 
able and is steadily increasing. New 
York brokers, unlike those of Chicago, 
are not afforded free desk room in agen- 
cies, but must each maintain his inde- 
pendent establishment. Local agents 





in the city receive a 10 percent over- 
riding plus 5 percent contingent. Were 
it not for the latter there is scarcely an 
agency in town that would make any 
money, so severe are their running ex- 
penses. Every corner is cut but at that 
the margin of profit is slight, and the 
number of men making real money out 
of their agencies here might be counted 
upon the fingers of one hand. In Chi- 
cago, it is understood, despite the high 
commissions there and the great vol- 
ume of premium received, the average 
agent has little to show on Dec. 31 as 
the result of his year’s labor. One of 
the foremost offices of that city told 
the writer that its net profits in 1923 
came from the rental saving it had been 
able to effect through moving into a 
less expensive office building. 


Scout the Chicago Action 


Local agents here scout the idea of 
going on the Western Union scale, 
while the smaller brokers declared that 
10 percent to them would ring their 
death knell. Big brokerage houses, on 
the other hand, are outspoken in favor 
of the lower figure; contending that a 
flat 10 percent would put nine-tenths of 
the little chap out of the running, but 
that the leading houses could afford to 
maintain themselves very comfortably 
at that figure. 


Should Study All Factors 


Agents and small company men are 
of one mind in holding that the com- 
missions question is not the only one 
in the expense element of the fire in- 
surance business; and that if the insur- 
ance commissioners desired to be abso- 
lutely fair to all parties at interest—and 
it is not asserted that they are de- 
signedly unfair—but rather that they 
have no proper conception of the prob- 
lem—they would study the other fac- 
— entering into general expenses as 
well. 


Can Not Legislate on Commissions 


Said an official of one of the most 
progressive of the non-affiliated offices: 
“Of what concern is it to the insurance 
commissioners if I allow my _ local 
agents a differential in the way of com- 
missions, providing my general expense 
ratio is not increased thereby. For ex- 
ample, I do not employ special agents. 
the salaries and expenses of which prob- 
ably add on the average 5 percent to 
the operating cost of the companies 
working under such plan. Wherein is 
the public concerned in the allocation of 
my expense, if it does not add to the 
cost of the indemnity? If I elect to 
cut the salaries of officers and em- 
ployees of my company, retrench in 
other directions and by granting the 
saving thus effected or a part of it to 
local agents as an incentive to getting 
business, why should I not have that 
privilege without interference by the 
state authorities? There has been no 
complaint so far as I have been able to 
learn, from property owners that they 
were paying an excessive cost for their 
protection. Indeed, a study of existing 
rates discloses that on the average 
these are steadily being reduced, de- 
spite advancing costs in practically 
every other line of endeavor.” 


Will Be Taken to Court 


Union, Bureau and non-affiliated com- 
pany men are apparently in accord 
in the belief that if the insurance com- 
missioners, as is highly probable will 
be the case, attempt to fix the scale of 
commissions a company may pay its 
representatives, such legislation will be 
declared unconstitutional by the courts: 
violating, as they maintain it would. the 
inherent right of private contract. Once 
regulatory legislation of this character 
is attempted, the issue will be taken to 
the courts, and the hardest kind of a 
fight may be counted upon. 


Issue Up in New York 


A case in point is now before the 
Supreme Court of this state upon ap- 
peal. While there is no special provi- 
sion in the insurance laws of New York 





LEAVING HAIL FIELD 
SEVERAL HAVE NOW RETIRED 


Companies Writing in Total 10 Percent 
of U. S. Premiums Decide to 
Drop This Line 


As the 1924 hail season approaches 
there is considerable uncertainty among 
hail insurance underwriters as to the 
probable line-up of companies writing 
this class of insurance this year. The 
disastrous experience of the past three 
years has left many offices in uncer- 
tainty as to the order of procedure for 
the coming season. Several companies 
have already announced their intention 
of retiring from the field. This week an- 
nouncement is also made of the retire- 
ment from hail insurance on the part of 
the Hawkeye Securities, the Glens Falls 
and the Glens Falls Underwriters. There 
will undoubtedly be many changes in 
general agency and company lists for 
the coming season. 


Five Companies Leave Field 


This now makes five companies that 
have definitely announced their retire- 
ment from the hail insurance field. The 
Agricultural and Atlas have already 
made this announcement and the Hawk- 
eye Securities, Glens Falls and Glens 
Falls Underwriters have now officially 
joined them in withdrawing from the 
field. These companies have been oper- 
ating on the general agency basis 
throughout the hail territory, so that it 
leaves a number of hail insurance gen- 
eral agencies open. The Glens Falls has 
been dividing its hail business through 
the two general agencies of E. A. Tay- 
lor, Colorado Springs, and W. J. Otjen, 
Enid, Okla. The Hawkeye Securities 
had several general agencies, including 
Cravens, Dargan & Co., Houston, Tex., 
general agents for Texas; Hazard & 
Mortenson of Sioux Falls, S. D., gen- 
eral agents for Minnesota and South 
Dakota; A. M. Gilder, Wichita, Kan., 
state agent for Kansas; E. A. Taylor of 
Colorado Springs, general agent for 
Colorado; and Taylor & Gilder of Wich- 
ita, Kan., general agents for Oklahoma. 
The Atlas has had the following general 
agencies: Bristol Insurance Agency at 
Fargo, N. D., for North Dakota; Glenn 
L. Cavanaugh of Omaha, Neb., for Kan- 
sas, Nebraska and South Dakota, and 
J. E. Smith of Enid, general agent for 
Oklahoma and Texas. The Agricultural 
has had three general agencies: Glenn 
L. Cavanaugh of Omaha for South Da- 
kota, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Colo- 
rado and Kansas; John S. Ogle of Enid 
for Oklahoma, and Gross R. Scruggs & 
Co. of Dallas for Oklahoma and Texas. 


Were Big Writers 


These companies which have an- 
nounced their retirement from the hail 
field last year wrote premiums of very 
nearly $1,000,000. Two of the ten lead- 
ers in hail premiums are included. The 
Hawkeve Securities in 1922 wrote $490,- 
000 hail business and the Glens Falls, 
$250,000. About 10 percent of the total 
direct hail premiums written in the 
United States was written in these 
companies in 1922. The 1923 figures 
have not yet been published, but these 
companies have been carrying about 
that percentage for several years. 








relating to the payment of commissions 
or brokerages, Superintendent Stoddard 
assumed such regulatory power under 
the terms of the new rating law; con- 
tending that as he had express author- 
ity to pass upon rates both as to their 
“adequacy and reasonableness,” it fol- 
lowed that the “reasonableness” of a 
rate could not be determined without 
fixing the expense element as well as 
the fire cost entering into the composi- 
tion of the premium. The issue has not 
vet been threshed out before the legal 
tribunal, but when decision is had it 
will doubtless have a marked influence 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 42) 


SHARP PROTEST IS MADE 





LETTER SENT OUT TO AGENTs 


President James of the Northwestern 
National Takes Vigorous Rap at 
Action of Commissioners 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Jan. 29_ 
Protest against the official endorsemen 
by the Chicago conference of j 


CC nsurance 
commissioners of the graded commis. 
sion scale of the Western Union ang 


the assumption by the conference of its 
right to govern agency compensation 
throughout the country, has been Voiced 
by the Northwestern National of Mil. 
waukee, in a letter sent out over the sig. 
nature of Alfred F. James, president of 
the company, as follows: 


If we may accept, as authentic, the 
reports of various insurance Papers 
upon the recent meeting of a committee 
of the National Convention of Insuraneg 
Commissioners in Chicago, that commit. 
tee has officially endorsed the grade@ 
commission scale of the Western Inspr. 
ance Union and assumed that it has the 
collective authority to govern agency 
compensation throughout the country. 
We believe this principle to be faulty 
and the action unfair, constituting 
threat against established and valuable 
relations existing between agents and 
companies. It is our view that the phil- 
osophy of our government and the 
United States constitution, as the funda. 
mental law of the land, guarantees to 
and protects all of us in the free exer. 
cise of our talents and use of every 
legitimate opportunity to serve society 
for our own gain without injury to the 
public good, that is, for each citizen to 
work diligently and _ conscientiously 
within his own sphere for his own ad- 
vancement and the welfare of his fam- 
ily, which is the unit upon which our 
social and political structure is built, 


Live and Let Live 


In other words, we believe in the ol@ 
motto of “live and let live.” That means 
your right to sell your services or par- 
ticular qualifications upon terms or con- 
ditions that are mutually acceptable, to 
you and to us, with our corresponding 
right to pay what we think to be a fair 
and just compensation to you. Now we 
are prepared to defend that common 
right against any one who may attack 
it, but to do so successfully we need 
both your moral and material support. 
If the reports above referred to are cor- 
rect, the issue is now clearly made and 
the decision for the result largely rests 
with yourselves. It is up to you to de- 
termine whether you shall retain your 
vested and guaranteed rights of initia- 
tive and individual accomplishment and 
thus uphold the valuable American 
agency system, as established by many 
years of practice, or whether you will 
permit the confiscation of your business 
and the abridgement of your liberties as 
freemen. What are you going to do 
about it? We cannot and will not be- 
lieve that you will supinely forfeit a 
priceless heritage and lend your support 
to a paternalistic and socialistic policy, 
which is inconsistent with our political 
fabric and injurious to the public good. 

We shall, therefore, proceed upon the 
theory that our agents, as loyal Ameri- 
ean citizens, will deal with this problem 
in a_ self-respecting and independent 
spirit, thus conserving and _ protecting 
the right of contract and agency rela- 
tion. 


Hawkeye Securities Capital 


At the annual meeting of the Hawk 
eye Securities Fire it was voted to 
reduce the capital from $1,000,000 to 
$500,000 and transfer $250,000 from cap- 
ital to surplus and pay back to the 
stockholders $250,000. This action must 
be approved by the state insurance com- 
missioner, the secretary of state and the 
attorney general before it becomes 
effective. 

The Hawkeye Securities has had everY 
prosperous year. The stockholders €x- 
pressed satisfaction with the manage 
ment and it is expected to make the 
coming year even more effective than 
the past. The company now does busr 
ness in 22 states, including some eastem 





states and California to the far west 
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WESTERN BUREAU TO 
FIGHT FOR ITS RIGHTS 





will Contest Any Effort of Any 
State to Dictate Commis- 
sion Scale 





WAIT FOR CAT TO JUMP 





Expected That Separation Will Be 
Started Again When the Armistice 
Ends Next Monday 





The executive committee of the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau met Tuesday and 
while no formal statement was given 
out it is known that the members are 
ynanimously in favor of fighting to the 
last ditch the insurance commissioners 
attempting to dictate what commissions 
companies shall pay their agents. The 
Westerm Insurance Bureau through its 
general counsel has gone into the sub- 
ject very carefully. It is found that the 
insurance commissioners have no au- 
thority whatever in the matter. They 
have no more right to say what com- 
panies shall pay agents than they have 
to dictate salaries of clerks or prices of 
office supplies. Hence the Western In- 
surance Bureau intends to rest rigidly 
on its rights. The Western Insurance 
Bureau believes in insurance supervision 
and appreciates the value of the in- 
surance commissioners. Their _duties 
are defined by law and the Western 
Insurance Bureau feels that they should 
keep within the law. 

Bureau ws. Commissioners 


The Western Insurance Bureau peo- 
ple-feel that there has been a lot of 
political maneuvering and as many de- 
care, “Somethipg has been put over 
on us”. It is acknowledged that the 
Western Union has gotten the Western 
Insurance Bureau to a point where the 
former, momentarily at least, is con- 
tent to sit by and watch the bureau 
and the #nsurance commissioners fight 
it out. : 

The Western Insurance Bureau will 
take no initiative until some insurance 
commissioner attempts to issue an order 
declaring what agents’ compensation 
will be. Iin the meantime however, the 
legal department of the Western In- 
surance Bureau is busy preparing its 
case, Steps will be taken to enjoin any 
commissioner from carrying out a proj- 
ect of this kind, if any order is issued. 

The office of the Bureau heard Wed- 
nesday that Commissioner McMurray 
of Indiana was issuing the uniform com- 
mission order so the first blood will be 
drawn there. 


Entitled to a Differential 


The Western Insurance Bureau states 
that its position all along has been very 
clear, Its commission scale, it says, is 
just as sacred to it as the Western 
Union’s to that organization. The West- 
etn Insurance Bureau is composed 
largely of smaller companies and they 
declare that they are entitled to a 
differential which assists them in secur- 
ing agents. 

Most of the Western Insurance 
Bureau agents naturally are favorable 
. its cause and will stand squarely 
y it. 


Will Wait for Some Movement 


The agents in the six excepted cities 
are almost startled at the audacity of 
the commissioners committee in wiping 
these cities out of existence July 1 and 
making the commissions the same as 
those at Goshen, Ind. The excepted 
tities agents will not take action until 
the companies attempt to force down 
commissions, The companies, of course, 
will not act until the commissiciners take 
the initiative. The excepted cities 


| TRUCE IS CALLED OFF 


BAKER NOTIFIES COMPANIES 





Armistice Brought About by Kansas 
Commissioner Between Western 
Union and Bureau Has Ended 





TOPEKA, KANSAS, Jan. 30.— 
William R. Baker, Kansas _ superin- 
tendent of insurance, has declared off 
the truce he arranged with the Western 
Union and Western Insurance Bureau 
companies and the companies may pro- 
ceed with the clearing of the agencies 
after Feb. 4, unless the states interfere. 
It is regarded as certain among insur- 
ance men that Mr. Baker will issue an 
order late this week prohibiting the 
clearing of any agencies in Kansas and 
also prohibiting the Bureau companies 
offering more than the Union scale of 
commissions in mixed agencies. 

The department would not make any 
statement as to what was being planned 
but it is generally expected that the 
department will re-issue the order of 
Dec. 27 forbidding the separation in 
mixed agencies in that state. The order 
may be even stronger than the original 
order. The December order was made 
non-effective pending the negotiations 
growing out of the armistice which Mr. 
Baker arranged with officials of the 
3ureau and Union in Chicago early in 
January. 


Private War Not Permitted 


The attitude of the Kansas state offi- 
cials is known to be that a private war 
between any groups of insurance com- 
panies should not be permitted to injure 
the business of any persons nor bring 
about a situation in this state which 
might injure the fire insurance business 
generally. Some of the insurance man- 
agers in Chicago are disposed to ques- 
tion the right of the state to make an 
order forbidding separation. They may 
be right about it but they will have to 
force the state to take that view and 
that means a long and expensive law- 
suit. It has been known for some weeks 
that state officials were prepared to use 
every force the state has to protect the 
interests of the people of the state, even 
to the application of the anti-trust laws 
and ousters against some of the com- 
panies. So it is regarded among insur- 
ance men here as absolutely certain that 
Mr. Baker will issue the order prohibit- 
ing separation and that he will do it 
with the entire strength of the state 
behind him, 








agents are not fretting and do not be- 
lieve that they will be forced into a 
corner. 

As a matter of fact the commissioners 
themselves are not agreed on a common 
course to pursue. There is considerable 
difference of opinion among them. 


Look for Wells to Act 


It is expected that Commissioner 
Wells of Minnesota will make an early 
dash for the North Pole and issue some 
sort of an order. Commissioner Howard 
P. Dunham of Connecticut who is chair- 
man of the sub-committe that met in 
New York and Chicago has sent to 
President Fishback of the Insurance 
Commissioners’ Convention and all the 
state commossioners, its formal report 
for ratification. Some commissioners 
seem in thorough accord with the action 
taken at Chicago while others acknowl- 
edge they have no authority. Still 
others will wait to see what the com- 
panies will do. The whole matter is 
resting for somebody to do something. 
The Western Union for the first time 
since the Montreal meeting might be 
said to be “sitting pretty” and is not 
greatly disturbed. 

Says Separation Will Start 


The general impression prevails that 
after Feb. 4, when the truce ends, sep- 
aration will begin. The situation is 
somewhat complicated in that a number 
of agents that separated concluded that 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 18) 


OUTSIDERS SEEK STOCK 





AFTER BALTIMORE AMERICAN 





Offer of $75 a Share for Stock Made, 
Provided 75 Percent of It Can 
Be Obtained 





BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29.—The 
purchase of control of the Baltimore 
American Fire by a large fire company 
located in another state will be effected 
if at least 75 percent of the stock can 
be acquired, according to notices being 
sent to stockholders of the company by 
Parr & Parr, who are acting for the 
out-of-town interests. The name of the 
would-be purchaser is not revealed. The 
out-of-town interests have made an offer 
through Parr & Parr of $75 a share for 
the stock, provided at least 75 percent 
of the outstanding issue can be acquired. 
There are 20,000 shares of Baltimore 
American stock outstanding, of $25 par, 
which is listed on the Baltimore Stock 
Exchange. Although the list of stock- 
holders shows that the shares are fairly 
well scattered among about 400 different 
holders, the stock is not traded in ac- 
tively on the local exchange. Only 52 
shares changed hands on the exchange 
during 1923, the price range being 42% 
high, and 41 low. The offer of $75 is 
therefore $32.25 a share above the top 
price at which the stock sold last year. 


History of Company 


The Baltimore American began busi- 
ness Sept. 20, 1880, as the German- 
American Fire, the name having been 
changed in 1918. The company lost 
$330,562 in the Baltimore fire of 1904, 
and stockholders promptly paid in $150,- 
000, thereby keeping the capital intact 
and maintaining a working surplus. 
Officers of the company are John C. 
Distler, president; George A. Hax, vice- 
president; Edward H. Cook, secretary, 
and F, L. C. Wohrenberg, assistant sec- 
retary. Gross business written in 1922 
was $538,296, while net was $308,018. 
The company operates in Maryland, 
District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Michi- 
an. 
. Directors Oppose Sale 


The board of directors of the com- 
pany is opposed to the sale and held a 
special meeting following the announce- 
ment that option forms had been sent 
to stockholders of the company. The 
directors desire the renewal of the vot- 
ing trust agreement, which expires on 
July 1, for another five years, and have 
sent out letters to the stockholders urg- 
ing them not to sign the options and to 
execute the voting trust agreement with- 
out delay. 

The par value of the stock is $25 and 
Parr & Parr offer $75. President Dist- 
ler declares that $75 is not an adequate 
price. The book value of the stock he 
said is worth more than $75 a share if 
the company were to liquidate. The 
company has been paying dividends of 
at least 12 percent per annum on its 
stock at par. The last dividend was on 
a 14 percent annual basis. He said 
there is every reason to believe that this 
dividend rate will continue. 


High Pressure Stills Hazard 


The Oil Insurance Association of Chi- 
cago is keeping aloof from high pres- 
sure stills, owing to the explosion haz- 
ard that is pronounced. The Producers 
& Refiners refinery at Parco, Wyo., 
had an explosion a few days ago in 
which four employes were injured. This 
was written at 45 cents. 

There were nine people killed by the 
explosion of the high pressure still at 
the Texas Company refinery at Port 
Arthur, Tex. It has been impossible to 
assign a cause for the explosion in one 
of a battery of four stills. The property 
loss amounted to $800,000. 


Western fiield men of the New York 
Underwriters will meet in New York 
next week. 





WELLS DETERMINED 
TO ENFORCE NEW PLAN 


Minnesota Man Declares Com- 
panies Operating in His State 
Must Observe Agreement 


STILL HOPES FOR PEACE 


Will Adopt Whatever Measures Seem 
Necessary in Order to Bring 
Companies Into Line 





This interview, outlining the 
course that the Minnesota insur- 
ance commissioner intends to take 
regarding the enforcement in 
Minnesota of the plan drawn up 
by the insurance commissioners 
in Chicago last week, is the first 
and only statement on this ques- 
tion given out by Mr. Wells. 
Since returning to St. Paul Mr. 
Wells has been besieged with re- 
quests for an expression of his 
views. What he has to say in this 
connection is important for the 
reason that his resolution intro- 
duced at the December meeting 
of the Insurance Commissioners’ 
Convention in New York resulted 
in the two subsequent meetings of 
the insurance commissioners, and, 
finally, in the drafting of the plan 
to which the Western Insurance 
Bureau companies do not agree. 











ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 30.—George 
W. Wells, insurance commissioner 
of Minnesota, said today that he 
expects all of the fire companies 
operating in Minnesota to abide strictly 
by the terms of the agreement drawn 
up by the insurance commissioners in 
Chicago last week. There can be no 
doubt of Mr. Wells’s position. He is 
positive and emphatic in stating that, as 
insurance commissioner, he intends to 
see that the agreement is observed in 
all of its provisions by the companies, 
Further, he is entirely confident that 
his attitude on this question will be en- 
dorsed by the people of Minnesota, the 
state legislature, and, if necessary, the 
courts. 

Mr. Wells has not decided just what 
action he will take if the companies of 
the Western Insurance Bureau, which 
did not concur in the commissioners’ 
plan, do not observe the agreement. 
Asked about the steps he might take to 
make the plan effective in Minnesota, 
Mr. Wells said, “Well, there is one 
thing I do not intend to do, and that is 
act hastily. There are at least three 
courses that I might follow. My own 
opinion is that the present laws of the 
state give me the right to make a rul- 
ing that would have to be observed. 
But if they don’t, there are other ways 
of getting at it.” 

Hopes Bureau Will Agree 


During the course of the interview to- 
day, Mr. Wells a number of times ex- 
pressed the hope that the Western In- 
surance Bureau companies would re- 
consider their decision, would decide to 
go along with the Western Union com- 
panies under the new agreement, and 
would thereby make it unnecessary for 
him to take drastic action. Picking up 
a copy of the commissioners’ agreement 
drawn up last week, Mr. Wells read 
this passage, “It is our judgment that 
the foregoing scale of commissions is 
reasonable, adequate, and fair to the 
public, companies and agents, and its 
adoption by all companies will elimi- 











nate any possibility of future separa- 
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tion and disturbances of agencies to 

which we are unalterably opposed. 
Provision Added Later 


Mr. Wells points out that this portion 
of the agreement makes separation a 
dead issue, and is consequently favor- 
able to the Bureau companies. When 
Charles E. Sheldon, who acted as 
spokesman for the Western Insurance 
Bureau at the commissioners  conter- 
ence in Chicago last week, walked out 
of the executive session, refusing to 
make the Western Bureau a party to 
the agreement under consideration, the 
reference to separation quoted by Mr. 
Wells was not embodied in the plan. 
It was added the next morning after 
its adoption was rather insisted upon 
by W. R. Baker, insurance commis- 
sioner of Kansas. Mr. Wells believes 
that the inclusion of the separation pro- 
viso places the agreement in a much 
more favorable light from the stand- 
point of the Western Insurance Bureau 
companies, and that it is even possible 
that the Bureau companies may decide 
that, after all, it will be best to agree 
to operate under the new plan. 

May Require Statement 


Mr. Wells said frankly today that he 
had been considering the idea of re- 
quiring the companies to file with the 
Minnesota insurance department a 
statement to the effect that during 1924 
they would operate in Minnesota 
strictly in accordance with the regula- 
tions set forth in the commissioners 
agreement. Mr. Wells has thought of 
making the filing of such a statement a 
precedent to the issuance of a_ 1924 li- 
cense. He recognizes that the Western 
Insurance Bureau companies might 
adopt a hostile attitude in the event of 
such a requirement on his part and take 
the whole question to the courts for a 
decision. If this is done, Mr. Wells be- 
lieves that his stand will be approved 
by the courts, but if it is not, he is pre- 
pared to go to the state legislature with 
a revision of the existing insurance sta- 
tutes that will permit him to require the 
companies to write business in Minne- 
sota according to the stipulations of 
the commissioners’ agreement. 


Confident of Backing 


“I believe that if I should ask for 
such a change in the law,” said Mr. 
Wells, “it would be accomplished by 
the legislature within ten days after 
the bill was introduced. But when the 
legislature gets hold of a question of 
this kind, there is no telling how far 
they may go with it.” Mr. Wells added 
that in his estimation 90 percent of the 
agents in Minnesota were in favor of 
the agreement framed by the commis- 
sioners. He is preparing a letter, which 
will shortly be sent to the Minnesota 
Association of Insurance Agents, and 
which will explain the agreement and 
the reasons why it was approved in its 
present form by the commissioners. 


Strong for Agreement 


Mr. Wells takes the position that the 
agreement made in Chicago represents 
the wishes of the companies and agents 
writing 80 percent of the business, and 
that it is entirely defensible and logical. 
He believes it to be the only permanent 
solution of the evils which follow sepa- 
ration, and that it provides in a most 
reasonable way for the elimination of 
the excepted cities, the existence of 
which, he contends, is not justifiable 
on any count. 

r. Wells would not say what steps 
he would take in the event that a com- 
pany observed the commissioners’ 
agreement in Minnesota but not in 
other states which might not be so de- 
termined to enforce it. 

Hopes for Peace 


Mr. Wells’ whole attitude is that be- 
ginning Feb.1,the date when the agree- 
ment becomes effective outside of the 
large cities, the companies writing busi- 
ness in Minnesota must observe the 
agreement in its entirety, and that if 
they fail to do so, he will proceed 
against them in whatever manner seems 








CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








Local agents in the excepted cities 
state that they have nothing to fear over 


the ukase of the insurance commissioners | 


attempting to wipe them off the face of 
the map by July 1, 
= 2 s 


Company officials in the east are dis- 
appointed at the outcome of insurance 
commissioners’ conference in Chicago, 
feeling that the situation is 
muddled state than ever. 

Superintendent of Insurance Baker of 
Kansas calls off the truce between 
Western Union and Western Insurance 
Bureau, the time limit being Feb. 4. 

* * xX 

A joint convention of Insurors of South 
Dakota, Blue Goose and Fire Prevention 
Association of that state was 
Aberdeen last week, G. L, Bricson of 
Pierre being elected president of the In- 
surors. 

*x* *, * 

Glen Falls and Hawkeye Securities are 
joining list of companies that have re- 
tired from the hail field, 

a. = 

Bureau field men traveling in Minne- 
sota and North Dakota form new field 
club. 

*k * x 


Herman Ambos, assistant secretary of 


the Concordia Fire, is made third vice- 
president. 
*x* * * 
New Amsterdam Casualty opens cas- 


ualty branch office in Chicago, with V. H. 
Bartholomew as manager. 


* * * 


W. A. Gordon of Minneapolis, manager 
of the hail department of a number of 
companies, announces a number of gen- 
eral agencies throughout the hail terri- 
tory. 

*x* * * 


Northwestern National makes vigorous 
protest at action of insurance commis- 
sioners in approving Western Union 
scale of commissions. 

*x* * * 


Former Governor B. F. Carroll of Iowa 
has been elected president of the North 
American National Fire of Des Moines. 

* * x 


At the recent meeting of the Minne- 
sota & North Dakota Fire Underwriters 
it was voted to divorce the annual sum- 
mer meeting from that of the Minnesota 
Blue Goose on account of the congestion 
in attendance. 

*x* kx * 


Unnamed outside interests seek con- 
trol of Baltimore American Fire. 
'_ * * * 


Ward S. Jackson of San Francisco, as- 
sistant manager of the Pacific coast de- 
partment of the Crum & Forster fleet, 
has been made manager. 

ee © 


Reciprocals are prohibited from writ- 
ing more than one class of insurance in 
Michigan by ruling of attorney-general. 

* * * 


The Hartford Fire starts writing laun- 
dry bundle insurance, 
*x* * * 


The Hawkeye Securities Fire of Des 
Moines reduces its capital from $1,000,000 
to $500,000 ,transferring $250,000 to sur- 
plus and paying back the stockholders 
$250,000. 

ee & 

Insurance Commissioner Hands of 
Michigan attacks bulletin sent out by 
Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents on taxes. 

*x* * * 


Court action started to prevent Dr. 
G. W. Hubbard of Chicago from obtain- 
ing control of Wisconsin Live Stock of 
Madison. 

x * * 

Charles H. Burras, manager of the 

National Surety at Chicago, has been 


in a more | 


the | 


held at | 


| elected president of the Illinois Insur- 
| ance Federation. 

* * * 

| ‘ ° 
} American Mutual.Live Stock of Spring- 
| field levies a 25 percent assessment on 
all policyholders. 

} . Ss «= 

The Union Indemnity of New Orleans 
| has voted to increase its capital to $200,- 
} OUU, 
| ee Se 
| New management of United Life & Ac- 
cident of Concord, N retained full 
|} contro] at annual meeting. S. W. Jame- 
son, ousted president, makes no fight at 
meeting. 

Surety underwriters reply to criticisms 
made by contractors in regard to meth- 
ods of handling road contract bonds. 

* * * 

President Edson S. Lott of the United 
States Casualty tells why he is opposed 
to compulsory automobile insurance. 


* * * 


The Washington Life & Accident of 
Chicago has reorganized as a stock legal 
reserve company, with George R, Ken- 
dall as president. 

* OK Ox 

Companies writing compensation in- 
Surance are very dubious about the out- 
come of the business owing to the fact 
that the new loading for expenses is not 
sufficient. 

* * x* 


Much comment is heard among cas- 
ualty men as to the effect of the Trav- 
elers convention on the acquisition cost 
agreement program, 


* * * 


The Continental Casualty is opening a 
branch office in the loop district of Chi- 
cago to be in charge of Assistant Super- 
intendent of Agencies Roberts. 


* * * 


Commissioner Wells of Minnesota 
states emphatically that all fire com- 
panies operating in Minnesota will have 
to observe strictly all of the terms of 
the commissioners’ agreement drawn up 
in Chicago last week. 


* * * 


Western Insurance Bureau will fight 
to the last end any effort of the insur- 
ance commissioners to dictate as to 
compensation of agents. ‘ 

s £ & 


E. W. Jewell of Chicago, western gen- 
eral agent of the Atlas, died Wednesday. 
+ 2 


The National Surety is getting out a 
“hospital bond” which guarantees the 
Payment of hospital expenses up to a 
certain weekly indemnity. 

ee & 


Representatives of some 30 non-mem- 
bership companies were called in by the 
Eastern Union in New York City this 
week, 

* * * 


Hugo Stinnes, the great German in- 
dustrialist, has secured control of the 
Nord Deutsche of Hamburg. 

x * * 


Insurance Commissioner McMurray of 
Indiana issues an order to fire insurance 
companies putting into effect’ uniform 
fcommissions in that state Feb. 1, as de- 
cided on by insurance commissions in 
Chicago. 


* * * 
Commissioner McMurray of Indiana 
rules that amount of an automobile 


policy must remain constant during its 


life. 
*x* kx * 

Eugene F. McAdow, Wisconsin state 
agent of the Great American, and E. F. 
Richards, Michigan state agent, are ap- 
pointed field superintendents with head- 
quarters in the Chicago general office. 








best suited to the case. He is not at 
all disheartened over the fact that he 
has not as yet completely worked out 
his plan of action. At bottom, he hopes 
that it will not be necessary for him to 
take a stand against any company or 
group .of companies, and that it is still 
possible that the Western Insurance 
Bureau may decide to “agree to the 
agreement,” thus making an unpleasant 
situation in Minnesota unnecessary. 


Legislature Won’t Meet 
Local agents and field men in the 
Twin Cities say that Mr. Wells’ depart- 
ment enjoys a high rating with both 
branches of the state legislature. The 


affairs of his office are administered 
without regard to political affiliation. 
At the last session of the legislature 
only one other state department besides 
Mr. Wells’ got from the state’s lawmak- 
ers what it wanted in the way of reme- 
dial or reformative legislation. Conse- 
quently, it is believed here that Mr. 
Wells would have little difficulty in put- 
ting through an amendment to the in- 
surance statutes of Minnesota. 

But the fly in the ointment is that 
the Minnesota legislature will not con- 
vene this winter. It held a session in 
1923 and meets every other year. Mr. 
Wells, then, cannot have recourse to 





the state legislature, this year at least. 





DEATH OF E. W. JEWEL, 
END COMES VERY SUDDENLy 


Western General Agent of Atlas Sy. 
cumbs After Pneumonia Attack 
—Wife Died Recently 


E. W. Jewell of Chicago, western gen. 
eral agent of the Atlas, died Wednes. 
day morning of pneumonia following 
an illness of only one week. Mr. Jewell 
was attacked suddenly and from the 
first day of his illness had a high tem. 
perature. His death was a_ special 
shock to his friends for the reason that 
his wife died Jan. 13. Until last week 
Mr. Jewell had been in good health ang 
had not suffered an illness of any gor 
for a number of years. He is survived 
by his mother, a brother and sister, The 
funeral will take place in Chicago prob. 
ably next Saturday. 

Early Career 


Mr. Jewell entered insurance work 
about 30 years ago in the United States 
branch office of the Prussian National 











E. W. JEWELL 


at Chicago. After remaining with that 
company for two years he went with 
the old Chicago firm of Goodwin, Hall 
& Henshaw. Later he was Cook 
county special agent of the British 
America, after which he traveled for a 
number of years in Indiana for the 
British America and Western of To- 
ronto. 
Organization Work 


Mr. Jewell went with the Atlas in 
1898 as special agent in IIlinois and 
Michigan, and one year later was ap- 
pointed assistant manager of the west- 
ern department of the company at Chi- 
cago. Mr. Jewell took a prominent part 
in several fire insurance organizations. 
He served at one time as most loyal 
gander of the Illinois pond of the Blue 
Goose. He was also, for one term, 
president of the Fire Insurance Club of 
Chicago of which he was a charter 
member and one of the principal organ- 
izers. Until the last Mr. Jewell was 
faithful in his attendance at the monthly 
meetings of this organization which is 
now known as the Insurance Club of 
Chicago. 





Allen Assisting the Receiver 


J. J. Allen, Jr., secretary of the Ohio 
Valley Fire & Marine of Paducah, Ky. 
is now assisting the receiver, Fred A 
Vaughan, in the McClure _ building, 
Frankfort, Ky. All correspondence with 
regard to the Ohio Valley Fire & Me 
rine is being handled by Mr. Allen 
He will stay with the receiver for the 
time being but in due season will ge 
back into either head office or field 
work. 
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SEPARATION IS LIKELY 
TO BE RESUMED FEB. 4 





All Hands Are Now Waiting to 
See What Position the Bureau 
Will Take 





1s UP TO COMMISSIONERS 


Local Agents as a Class Are Against 
Practice and Want to See 


It Stopped 


“It is our judgment that the forego- 
ing scale of commissions is reasonable, 
adequate and fair to the public, compa- 
nies and agents, and its adoption by all 
companies would eliminate any possi- 
bility of future separation and disturb- 
ances of agencies, to which we are un- 
alterably opposed.” 


The. foregoing statement concludes 
the official report of the insurance com- 
missioners committee that met in Chi- 
cago last week to hear the various in- 
terests on the subject of fire insurance 
commissions and separation. The meet- 
ing was called under the auspices of the 
special committee of the fire committee 
of the Insurance Commissioners Con- 
vention that was appointed to deal with 
acquisition cost. The official statement 
was given out under the name of H. P. 
Dunham, chairman of the sub-commit- 
tee. 

Interested in Separation 


Local agents are much interested in 
just what course separation will now 
take. The sub-committee of the insur- 
ance commissioners recommended that 
there be a uniform scale of commission 
and that be the Western Union scale 
for the entire country and that there be 
no excepted cities. The report was 
agreed to by a number of mid-western 
commissioners who were not on the 
sub-committee of the fire committee. 

The insurance commissioners having 
adopted this report, it is difficult to see 
how they can prohibit separation inas- 
much as the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau has announced that it will not sub- 
scribe to the recommendation of the 
committee. Therefore, the insurance 
commissioners cannot object consist- 
ently to Western Union companies op- 
posing higher commission companies 
being in the same agency. It would 
seem therefore that a pdlitically shrewd 
movement has been made by the West- 
ern Union in order to bring about sep- 
aration. 

Truce Is Called Off 


Superintendent Baker of Kansas has 
notified the Western Union and West- 
ern Insurance Bureau companies that 
the armistice during January was called 
off and that neither side is bound by the 
truce after Feb. 4. Under the terms of 
the agreement he was to give 10 days’ 
notice if the truce were to be ended. 

_ It was reported that before the meet- 
ing in Chicago some of the commis- 
stoners had decided to issue an order 
Prohibiting separation. This was one 
of the factors that threw the companies 
Into the armistice. The Western Union 
felt that it might be confronted with 
litigation over separation that would be 
— throughout the entire ter- 

It will be up to the individual insur- 
ance commissioners to take such action 
as they desire. The group of commis- 
sioners that met in Chicago, of course 
0€s not represent all the commission- 
ets of the country. Some may not agree 
with the action taken. 

sted that the armistice is called off, 
undoubtedly the Western Union com- 
Panies will start on their separation pro- 





MANY GENERAL AGENTS 


GORDON MADE APPOINTMENTS 





Well Known Hail Insurance Manager 
Rounds Up His Organization 
for the Current Year 





MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 30.— 
W. A. Gordon of Minneapolis, manager 
of the hail department of the Crum & 
Forster group, the Firemen’s of Newark 
and affiliated companies and the Amer- 
ican of Newark, announces that he has 
made the following hail general agency 
appointments for this year: 

The Paul Colson Insurance Agency 
oi Fremont, Neb., general agent of the 
Girard for Nebraska. 

Bratt, Goodman & Buckley of North 
Platte, Neb., general agent of the Jersey 
Fire Underwriters for Nebraska. 

F. C. Marnemunde of Lexington, Neb., 
general agent of the Firemens for Ne- 
braska. 

Willard Quinn of Wichita, Kan., gen- 
eral agent of the Girard for Kansas and 
Oklahoma. 

E, M. Zuel & Co., Mankato, Minn., 
general agent of the United States Fire 
for Minnesota. 

Barker Adjustment & Insurance 
Agency of Henning, Minn., general 
agent of the Jersey Fire Underwriters 
for Minnesota. 

Sandy, Wynn & Carlson of McPher- 
son, Kan., general agents of the Jersey 
Fire Underwriters, United States, and 
North River for Kansas and Oklahoma. 

Becker, Hockenburger & Chambers of 
Columbus, Neb., general agents of the 
United States for Nebraska. 

Miner & Bradley of Grand Island, 
Neb., general agents of the United States 
Underwriters for Nebraska. : 

Smith & Johnson of Norfolk, Neb., 
general agents of the North River for 
Nebraska. 





gram, Feb. 4, unless the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau companies agree to 
uniform commissions, which undoubt- 
edly they will not. we? 

It is known that some commission- 
ers suggested that the Western Union 
companies allow Western Bureau com- 
panies in the same agency in present 
mixed agencies if the Bureau companies 
will pay the Union scale. Western 
Union leaders say that this will not 
be satisfactory as the conditions will 
be the same as before the famous Mon- 
treal meeting. The Western Union is 
out for the same commissions in the 
same agency and not to be affiliated 
with a group of companies paying a 
different class of commissions in other 
agencies. 


Order May Be Modified 


While Superintendent Baker has not 
sent out an official announcement re- 
garding his prohibitory order in that 
state regarding separation, it is antici- 
pated that he will modify his order al- 
lowing Bureau companies to remain in 
mixed agencies, provided they pledge 
themselves to pay only the Union scale. 
This will not be satisfactory to the 
Union companies. The Union people 
desire their own agencies and feel that 
they cannot be put on an equal basis 
with other companies unless this condi- 
tion is brought about. 


Allen’s Views on Separation 


Separation as a policy is distasteful 
to the local agents, they feeling that 
they should have the right to choose 
what companies they will serve. E. M. 
Allen of Helena, Ark., former presi- 
dent of the National Association of In- 
surance Agents, in speaking before the 
informal conference of agents in Chi- 
cago Monday of last week predicted 
that separation was a dead issue and 
would never be revived. He declared 
that the agents or a big majority of 
them were very much opposed to it. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 42) 





CARROLL IS PRESIDENT 





REORGANIZATION IS EFFECTED 





North American National Fire of Des 
Moines Sets Out Undet New 
Directorate 





DES MOINES, IA., Jan. 29.—At the 
annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the North American National Fire a 
complete reorganization was effected 
and the number of directors was re- 
duced from 18 to 7 as suggested by 
Judge Thompson a few weeks ago when 
he denied a receivership for the com- 
pany as prayed for by John A. Thomp- 
son, stockbroker. 

Former Governor of Iowa B. F. Car- 
roll, who organized the Provident Life 
after the completion of his term as gov- 
ernor, was chosen president. Roy H. 
Hartman, Iowa general agent for the 
Equitable Life of New York, a nation- 
ally known life insurance man, was 
elected vice-president; Clyde E. Bren- 
ton, president of the Iowa National 
3ank, was elected treasurer; and F. M. 
Merigold, secretary, the latter being the 
only one of the old organization to con- 
tinue in service. 

In addition to the above-named off- 
cials who become automatically mem- 
bers of the directorate, F. F. Frost, a 
Des Moines real estate dealer, John C. 
Miller of Clermont, lowa, and Walter 
C. Leach of Minneapolis, complete the 
membership of the board. 


Plan Reorganization Program 


The new officers are men prominent 
in the financial and civic life of the 
state. The stockholders expressed a de- 
termination to develop the company into 
one of the outstanding concerns of its 
class in the west. “I believe there is an 
opportunity here of achieving notable 
results by a safe and consistent enlarge- 
ment of the opportunities of the com- 
pany,” Governor Carroll said. “I pro- 
pose to devote my time and energies to 
the upbuilding of the enterprise and 


those associated with me on the board} 
of directors have expressed themselves | 


as determined to do all in their power 
to promote the best interests of the 
concern and build it into a great cor- 
poration. The plans for future action 
are not yet perfected, but I want to 
assure all interested parties that the 
utmost care will be exercised to guard 
every interest and to enlarge the busi- 
ness as rapidly as possible.” 


Victory for Kendrick 


The reorganization of the North 
American came about after a stormy 
session in the district court when an 
attempt was made to throw the com- 
pany into the hands of a receiver. In- 
surance Commissioner Kendrick con- 
tended that there was an organized 
assault being made upon the concern in 
order to cause a depreciation of stock, 
that shares might be purchased at a 
ridiculously low figure, and he vigor- 
ously and successfully fought for a vin- 
dication of the financial integrity of the 
organization and he won a great victory. 

The retention of F. M. Merigold as 
secretary is a just tribute to a capable 
official. He joined the company less 
than a year ago and during that time 
has given careful attention to the de- 
tails of the business. 

The number of directors was reduced 
from 18 to 7. The new board includes 
the four officers mentioned and F, F. 
Frost, Des Moines, a real estate man; 
John F. Miller, president of the North- 
eastern Iowa Power Company of Clar- 
mont, Ia., and Walter C. Leach, secre- 
tary of the Minneapolis Fire & Marine. 
Mr. Merigold continues as the under- 
writer, his record having been first 
class. 


The Pacifie States Fire is to move from 
348 Pine street, San Francisco, to 57 San- 
some street. The vacated quarters will 
be occupied by the Indemnity of North 
America. 





DAKOTA INSURORS AND 
FIELD MEN IN SESSION 





Two Day Program Staged At 
Annual Round-up At 
Aberdeen 


TWO “INSURANCE DAYS” 





Unusual Assemblage Had Two-Day Fire 
Prevention Program for Public 
During Joint Meetings 


NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 
Bresident, G. L. Ericson, Pierre. 
Vice-President, J, D. Dux, Sioux Falla. 
Secretary-Treasurer, W. G. Guhin, 

Aberdeen. 

Directors, E. 8. Knowles, Sioux Falls; 
J. W. Curran, Lead; Charles Vander- 
boom, Platte; F. R. Meadows, Water- 
town; Edward Engler, Ipswich; Clarence 
J. Burns, Aberdeen, and R. T. Hirsch, 
Tripp. 


ABERDEEN, S. D., Jan. 29.—Thurs- 
day and Friday of last week were truly 
“Insurance Days” in Aberdeen, when 
this city became a Mecca for Dakota 
local agents and field men. The annual 
meeting of the Insurors of South Dakota 
was held in conjunction with the mid- 
winter meeting of the Dakota pond of 
the Blue Goose and a meeting of the 
Fire Prevention Association of South 
Dakota, which staged a two-day fire 
prevention program in Aberdeen. The 
three organizations worked together 
throughout the two-day session, holding 
joint meetings on several occasions and 
making an effective two-day fire preven- 
tion program. A joint banquet was 
held on Thursday evening, at which sev- 
eral celebrities were present. 


Ericson Heads Insurors 


The Insurors of South Dakota, at the 
separate session, elected G. L. Ericson 
of Pierre as president of the associa- 
tion. At this meeting it was decided to 
hold the next annual meeting at Huron 
in August of this year, a resolution hav- 
ing been adopted to change the time of 
the annual convention to a date near the 
close of the fiscal year and before Sept. 
1. Strong resolutions endorsing federal 
government live stock loans and other 
activities in the interest of farmers of 
the northwest were adopted. An ad- 
dress of welcome was extended the visit- 
ors by Secretary B. Lawshe of the 
Aberdeen Commercial Club, to which 
Carl P. Theimer of Owatonna responded. 
President J. E. Gorder of the associa- 
tion then gave his annual report, as did 
Secretary-Treasurer B. M. Leach of 
Huron. At the second session of the 
Insurors J. B. Allen of Sioux Falls gave 
a talk on insurance advertising and there 
was a discussion on developing accident 
and health lines. C. Vanderboom of 
Platte spoke on farm insurance and 
there was a talk by Commissioner Ww. 
N. VanCamp of the South Dakota in- 

rance department. 

*eThe oar officers elected by the In- 
surors for the coming year were: Vice- 
president, J. D. Dux of Sioux Falls; 
secretary-treasurer, W. G. Guhin of 
Aberdeen; directors, E. S. Knowles, J. 
W. Curran, C. Vanderboom, f. R. 
Meadows, Edward Engler, Cc. J. Burns 
and R. T. Hirsch. 
Strong Fire Prevention Program 


The fire prevention meeting of Thurs- 
day afternoon was in charge of D. L. 
McCoy and was opened with an address 
of welcome by Mayor E. M. Hall of 
Aberdeen. John M. Cogley responded to 
this. A report of the Aberdeen inspec- 
tion was read by Secretary Ralph G. 
Vincent. Commissioner VanCamp of 


{the Dakota insurance department gave 
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EXAMINER WANTED 
LARGE AMERICAN COMPANY 
desires an experienced and capable 


man. salad 
Address G-96 
Care The National Underwriter 








* WANTED 


Competent stenographer and bookkeeper, one 
who has had experience in local agency work, 
excellent opportunity for advance. Write 
stating experience, salary, etc. The Hipp-Pratt 


Ins. Co., Hinkley Block., Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. 











OMAHA, NEB. 


A Company Is As Strong As Its 


Agency Force 
WRITES FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMO- 
BILE, AND THRESHING MACHINERY 
INSURANCE. Write for Agency in Nebraska, 
Kansas, Colorado, Iowa, and Minnesota. 
P. F. ZIMMER, President 
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7i st STREET Ano BROADWAY 
A masterpiece of modern hotel 


creation. Most convenient, yet 
quiet. A revelation in hospitality 
and service, offering many innova- 
tions including Servidors, taxis, etc. 
Unique Congo Room—Medieval 
Grilleand Blue Room Restaurants. 


New York’s 
latest hotel achievement 
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a fire prevention talk. Richard E. Ver- 
nor of Chicago, manager of the fire pre- 
vention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, gave the principal 
address, speaking on “The Expense of 
Carelessness.” He presented a wealth 
of simplified statistics to show the great 
loss to property and life through care- 
lessness and lack of fire prevention 
efforts. 

Big Joint Banquet 


At the joint banquet in the evening 
there were about 200 Dakota field men 
and local agents. W. H. Comrie, Jr., 
most loyal gander of the Blue Goose, 
presided. E Dunning of Duluth, 
past vice-president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Local Agents, and Commis- 
sioner VanCamp were the speakers of 
the evening. Mr. Dunning spoke largely 
of the benefits of association efforts and 
of the development in the profession 
through a regard for the ethics of the 
business as set up by the association. 
Commissioner VanCamp presented an 
optimistic outlook on business condi- 
tions, having just returned from a trip 
to Washington, D. C., where he inter- 
viewed those who are interested in de- 
veloping plans in the interest of north- 
west farmers. 


VanCamp Speaks Optimism 


Mr. VanCamp said that conditions are 
rapidly improving and that the near 
future should see a return to normalcy 
in the Dakotas. He urged the field men 
and local agents to carry this message 
of optimism to the farmers of the state. 
He also devoted much of his talk to an 
appeal for greater interest in fire pre- 
vention and a removal of that part of 
the fire waste that results from care- 
lessness. Talks were also made by 
Jacob Nelson of Chicago, manager of 
the hail department of the Henry Evans 
companies, and D. L. McCoy, past most 
loyal gander. Miss Bush of Mackintosh 
was also called upon, as she was the 
enly woman agent in attendance at the 
banquet. 

The Blue Goose closed their two days 
of festivities with their splash, taking 
14 goslings into the pond. There were 
88 members of the organization regis- 
tered, ten of these being from other 
ponds. 





Heacock Is Promoted 


A. E. Heacock, automobile manager 
of the Pacific, Bankers & Shippers and 
New Jersey, has been appointed assist- 
ant secretary of the Pacific. Mr. Hea- 
cock has been an automobile under- 
writer since the war, beginning in the 
western department and going with the 
Pacific three years ago, being made 
manager of the automobile department 
in 1922. 


Application for membership in the 
Western Union has been received from 
George G. Bulkley, president of the 
Springfield F. & M., succeeding the late 
A. W. Damon. 





Position Wanted 
A capable, experienced examiner for many 
years with large fire company desires to 
make change. Familiar with western de- 
partment field and especially Chicago 
business. Address H-26, care The 
National Underwriter. 








SITUATION WANTED 
Accountant and statistician experienced in 
both fire and casualty lines, including Holler- 
ith system management, wants connection 
with company doing large volume. Fully com- 
petent. A-I references. Address H-25, care 
The National Underwriter. 











SURPRISE TO AGENTS 





WERE IN ACCORD IN CHICAGO 





Presented Case Strongly to Commis- 
sioners in Conference and Expected 
Different Action 





NEW YORK, Jan. 30.—Surprise_ is 
expressed here at the reported feeling 
upon the part of some agents in the 
excepted cities of the west that rerre- 
sentatives of the National Association 
of Insurance Agents did not more vigor- 
ously defend the cause of the former 
at the Chicago conference last week, 
and it is maintained that no legitimate 
reason exists for any such complaint. 
At the gathering of the local men pre- 
ceding the meetings with company ex- 
ecutives and state officials, the agents 
were in thorough accord as to their 
program and declared their complete 
confidence in the management of the 
national body and in its spokesman, 
T. C. Moffatt, chairman of the execu- 
tive committee. 

Were in Accord 


Mr. Moffatt made an able presentation 
of the position of the agents in general, 
while each of the excepted cities set 
forth its particular problems by chosen 
speakers. With the sole exception of 
the Chicago agents, who did not con- 
sult with the local men from other sec- 
tions of the country, speaking instead 
wholly for themselves, the agents were 
in hearty sympathy one with another. 
When the subcommittee composed of 
representatives from the National Con- 
vention of %Znsurance Commissioners, 
Union, Bureau and the agents’ organ- 
ization met, Charles E. Sheldon for the 
Bureau explained at length conditions in 
the large cities and recommended the 
‘appointment of joint committee from 
the Union and the Bureau to work out 
a plan for dealing with the entire prob- 
lem, a suggestion that was unqualifiedly 
‘approved by John M. Thomas on behalf 
of the Union. 


Act Was a Surprise 


Mr. Moffatt declared that this method 
of approaching the matter would be ac- 
ceptable to the agents. There was noth- 
ing to indicate that it would not be 
agreeable to the commissioners as well 
and when the latter at a later conference 
tdecided to recommend uniform com- 
missions the country over, including the 
‘excepted cities, no one was more sur- 
prised than the agents, hence their in- 
ability to understand why there should 
be criticism of the part taken by them 
at the meetings, either at Chicago last 
week, or in this city some days pre- 
viously. 





FOR SALE 


For Sale—Map Cases and other 
office furniture. Reasonable. Ad- 
dress H-23, care The National 


Underwriter. 








INSURANCE ENGINEER WANTED. 
Home office outside of Chicago desires 
experienced insurance engineer. Perma- 
nent position with excellent opportunity 
for advancement. Replies confidential. 
Address H-16, 
Care The National Underwriter 











onciFIC STATES Fp, 


INSURANCE 


PORTLAND. OREGON 





) COMPANY 





ATTENTION FIRE 
COMPANIES! 


WANTED—A position as Special Agent in 
Ohio for some good Fire Company. Twenty 
years experience as Local Agent, writing 
all lines of insurance, Address H-21, care 
The National Underwriter. 











a 





a 
AUTOMOBILE MAN 


WANTED—By a large Chicago agency. 
young man familiar with all branches 6 
automobile insurance to act as assistant ty 
the manager of the department. Excellent 
chance. for advancement and_ fine oppor. 
tunity. Address H-20, care The Nationa 
Underwriter. 











Fire and Compensation Engineer 


Man with long experience with Fire and 
Compensation service departments of large 
corporations and companies desires agen, 
or company connection. Best of references 
Address H-22, care The National Under. 








writer. 
Position Wanted 


Examiner desires to make connection with 
company where conditions are satisfactory 
for advancement. Am experienced in 
Western States, including Cook County, 
Illinois. References. Address H-17, care 
The National Underwriter. 











FIRE INSURANCE FIELD MAN 
High grade, for eastern field; so. 
licitation and inspection work; 
excellent opening. Give history, 
age and present salary. 

ddress H-6 
Care The National Underwriter, 








WANTED 
By Old Line’ Automobile Insurance Company 


Traveling Representative for 
Illinois. Company just enter- 
ing the state. None but ex- 
perienced men in writing of 
Liability coverage need apply. 
One familiar with the terri- 
tory preferred. State salary 
expected when writing. 
Address H-9 
Care The Nat’l Underwriter, 








ASSISTANT EXAMINER 
WANTED 


Must have several years’ experi- 
ence and capable of assuming re- 
sponsibility. Address G-97 

Care The National Underwriter 











Automobile Man 


Wanted: Experienced man in western de- 
partment of large American Company in 
Chicago to take charge of automobile de- 
partment. State qualifications in first letter. 


Address H-10 
Care The National Underwriter. 

















SERVICE 


FOR 


NON-RESIDENT 
AGENTS 


We Can Handle Your 
Chicago Business Better 
Than a Company Office 
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SECRETARY BENNETT RECOUNTS EVENTS 











IN COMMISSIONERS CONFERENCE | 








ALTER H. BENNETT, secre- 
Wes of the National Association 

of Insurance Agents, issued a 
statement from Chicago last Friday fol- 
jowing the meeting of the insurance 
commissioners who had been in that 
city investigating the controversy be- 
tween the Western Union and Western 
Insurance Bureau. The communication 
was addressed to the state association 
eficers in Western Union territory. Mr. 
Bennett in his statement says in part: 


Excepted Cities Plan 


After the Bureau and the Union had 
outlined their contentions, there was 
one common ground between them. This 
was as to the manner of approaching 
the excepted cities question, namely, by 
the appointment of a joint large cities 
committee consisting of representatives 
from the commissioners, the Union and 
the Bureau; they to investigate each city 
separately to the end that a fair, just 
and equitable commission scale be 
worked out and the abuses in the busi- 
ness eliminated. These investigations to 
be extended to Detroit, Indianapolis, 
Kansas City, Omaha, Denver, St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. The National Associa- 
tion also gave its approval to this plan. 


Disagreed on Commissions 


The outstanding disagreement that 
still prevailed was the inability of the 
Union and the Bureau to agree on com- 
missions or separation. This was the 
situation when Chairman Moffatt was 
given the floor for the National Asso- 
ciation. For an hour he earnestly pre- 
sented the controversy between the 
Union and Bureau as it affected the 
agents. He pointed out to the commis- 
sioners that the National association as 
such had no compelling force over its 
members in the matters of commissions. 
He warned the commissioners against 
any attempt to cut the agents’ commis- 
sions to a point where they will not re- 
ceive ample remuneration for the serv- 
ices they render, both to the companies 
and the public, holding that such abri- 
trary proceedings would jeopardize the 
business interests of the country, be- 
cause it would force thousands of men 
to abandon the agency field. 

Mr. Moffatt represented that if, as had 
been stated, the establishment of fair 
and just uniform commissions to the 
same agents in the same territory, for 
equal services rendered, would bring 
peace and harmony to the warring fac- 
tions, if the commissioners were pre- 
pared to bring about the abolition of 
abuses in the business principally due 
to multiple agency representation for 
the same company in the same territory, 
and also the approval by companies of 
proper local board rules, then the Na- 
tional association was prepared to lend 
its influence to the support of a reason- 
able scale of commissions, applicable by 
territories, as justice and equity might 
reveal. 

In mentioning the matter of commis- 


sions, Mr. Moffatt said: “If, as this meet- 
ing has been repeatedly told, the only 
point of difference between the Union 
and the Bureau is the matter of com- 
missions, and if you commissioners in 
your wisdom feel that a uniform scale 
of commission in Western Union terri- 
tory will reconcile the two company or- 
ganizations, whether that scale be the 
Bureau rate, the Union rate, or a com- 
posite of the two, and it is your will 
that it prevail, all we can say is, thy 
will be done, although we may doubt 
the propriety or power of the commis- 
sioners to effect arbitrary commission 
payments as an abridgement of contract 
that may not stand either a moral or 
a legal test.” 


Should Regenerate Moral Caliber 


Mr. Moffatt concluded by saying: “No 
matter what arrangement is made, the 
commissioners’ primary duty should be 
an attempt to regenerate the moral cal- 
iber of the business by an injection of 
righteousness into company management, 
and,” he added as an afterthought, “some 
agents.” 

As soon as Mr. Moffatt concluded, 
Commissioner Harry L. Conn of Ohio 
took the floor to challenge the jurisdic- 
tion of the investigation, at least so far 
as it had any compelling force. He pre- 
sented an able, scholarly, legal argu- 
ment on the questions involved, warn- 
ing the companies against any attempt 
to force either illegal or inequitable re- 
lations between companies and agents 
concerning either commissions or sep- 
aration. 

Executive Session Held 


Chairman Dunham then announced an 
immediate executive session as first 
stated. At this meeting a final effort 
was made by the commissioners to heal 
the breach. They suggested a basis of 
commissions in several particulars lower 
than the present Union scale, This was 
vigorously opposed by President Bell and 
Chairman Moffatt, who insisted on the 
stand taken by Mr. Moffatt in the after- 
noon session with respect to a compro- 
mise. The commissioners’ thereupon 
positively stated that no scale higher 
than the Union would be satisfactory to 
them and declared that they would ap- 
prove that scale throughout the terri- 
tory. The Bureau representatives re- 
fused to accept the Union scale and 
withdrew from the session. The ad- 
journment of the executive session fol- 
lowing shortly afterward marked the 
failure of the public meeting called by 
the commissioners to bring together the 
warring factions. 

Thus it will be seen that, while the 
subject under consideration was the 
Union-Bureau controversy in the middle 
west, the statement involves the entire 
country, in spite of the fact that com- 
pany organizations controlling commis- 
sions in the east, on the Pacific Coast, in 
the southwest, in the west, and in other 
important territory, and representatives 
of so-called large cities in those terri- 
tories, were not represented. 








Insurance Stock Quotations 


This week’s quotations on the most 
active insurance stocks, as reported to 
Tue Nationa. Unperwriter by J. K. 
Rice, Jr., & Co., of New York, are as 
follows: 

Par. Div. Bid Asked 
0 360 390 


Bond & Mtge. Guar..100 16 303 314 
City of New York....100 12 223 230 
Continental ......... 25 24 93 96 
delity Phoenix 25 24 125 130 
MEMMILSiei6...... 25 28 130 135 
Glens Fall@ ......... 10 24 58 64 
Globe & Rutgers..... 100 20 720 770 
Great American......100 16 253 259 
BOE ie ee oe oo 50 10 94 104 
ao }) eae -100 18 348 355 
National Liberty..... 50 20 170 200 
ational Surety...... 100 9 163 165 
ics on ain-one-s 50 16 149 ... 
North River ....... . 25 12 50 56 
United States.......: 20 20 64 #470 
estchester ......... 10 25 39 41 





Why Knoxville Rates Went Up 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., Jan. 29.—The 
Sudden raising of automobile insurance 
rates in Knoxville approximately 22 per- 
cent, through a rate revision announced 
y the National Bureau of Casualty & 

ety Underwriters, New York City, 





while at the same time an average re- 
duction of 6 percent, taking the country 
as a whole, was announced, started an 
inquiry into the exact cause of the raise. 

Investigation revealed that the former 
rates were adjusted to a city with 30,000 
to 40,000 population, while the 1920 cen- 
sus figures allot the city a population of 
nearly 80,000, 

A rerating was found necessary, plac- 
ing Knoxville in the same classification 
with Birmingham, Atlanta, Memphis and 
other cities. 


U. S. F. & G. New Department 


Thomas Bond, who has been associate 
agency director of the United States 
Fidelity & Guaranty, has been put in 
charge of a new department, the rate 
manual department, and will have 
charge of the compilation and distribu- 
tion of all rate manuals. Each depart- 
ment superintendent has handled his 
own manual in the past. The advertis- 
ing of the company, which has been 
under Mr. Bond’s supervision, will be 
handled by a committee with Clarke J. 
Fitzpatrick, assistant to the president, 
as chairman, The other members are 
W. A. Edgar, agency director, and Frank 
J. Maguire, superintendent of the supply 
deartment. 








LOCAL AGENTS GIVEN 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


Union scale was not high enough to 
justify a full-time agent in giving the 
service to the assured which he should 
and does give and which the assured 
expects. 

A flat 10 percent is the usual broker- 
age between agents and I do not think 
more should be paid anywhere. 


Objects to Excepted Cities 


I do not think there should be any 
excepted cities unless all cities of 25,000 
and more are on the excepted list. The 
fact that higher commissions have been 
paid in some cities has resulted in many 
evils growing up which would take 
some time to adjust and how long it 
would take is a matter on which I have 
no opinion. 

With uniform commissions, separa- 
tion will take care of itself, but without 
uniform commissions I do not see how 
separation could be stopped. No at- 
tempt has been made to stop people 
from getting divorces even though a 
man and his wife agree to love and obey 
for life. If doubt and suspicion creep 
in and peace and harmony are de- 
stroyed, one or the other will undoubt- 
edly want to leave and in the end it 
would be just as well. There is always 
another company to step in and the Na- 
tional Association of Local Agents is 
pledged to see that the expirations stay 
where they belong. E. M. Allen made 
this point very clear at the meeting of 
the agents in Chicago. It would be hard 
work for a company to get into an 
agency if the agent thought he would 
be forced to keep that company for 
life. On the other hand, a company 
would be slow about appointing an 
agent if it had to stay on forever. So I 
believe if an agent is unable to decide 
which state agent or company manager 
he loves most, the company will have 
to help him decide. 


Separation Not a Serious Matter 


Every agent knows that if a company 
is dissatisfied it has the right to with- 
draw from the agency and it matters 
little for what reason it leaves. As the 
policies expire they can be replaced with 
no inconvenience to agent or assured. I 
do not see how a company can be forced 
to stay in an agency unless it can be 
forced to go in or stay out. In my 
opinion, separation is not a serious mat- 
ter to agents or companies. There will 
be plenty of clear agencies to take in 
the companies that make a change, or 
new agents can be appointed, which is 
done every day. Small companies will 
be just as well off as they are now. 
From what Mr. Sheldon said, I think 
there is enough loyalty on the part of 
Bureau agents and companies to take 
care of them. It is not the mixed agency 
that protects the small company, neither 
is it necessary to pay higher commis- 
sions. Cut rates to the assured will do 
more towards getting business than 
higher commissions to the agents and 
neither are conducive to the best inter- 
ests of the business as a whole nor to 
the assured in particular. 


Approval of Local Board Rules 


_ Local boards organized along uniform 
lines and in accordance with the best 
underwriting principles, approved by 
and their rules made mandatory on all 
companies, will go farther towards cor- 
recting existing evils than even legisla- 
tion. 

In my humble judgment, the offer 
made by the Union companies to unite 
in one organization with the Bureau 
companies was a most commendable 
one. I do not agree with those who 
think two organizations of stock fire 
companies are necessary for the benefit 
of the small companies, the agents, or 
the people. There will always be plenty 
of competition from other sources and 
the business is so highly technical that 
more cooperation is absolutely essential. 


Vice-President Marshall’s Views 
Former Vice-President Marshall says 
there are just two classes of men in 


business, those who are honest and 
those who are scoundrels. If all the 


Z 





honest insurance men were in one or- 
ganization—and it would be a big one— 
and all the scoundrels outside, what 
more could be desired? We have only 
one National Association of Local 
Agents and we are handicapped because 
of having two company associations to 
deal with. This present regrettable sit- 
uation would never have arisen had 
there been only one stock company or- 
ganization and everyone would have 
been happy. I believe two organizations 
trying to attain practically the same 
results are an economic waste. As it is 
now, the buck is passed to the insurance 
commissioners and at the same time we 
are all hoping they will keep out of the 
matter. 


RATES EFFECTIVE ON FRIDAY 


New Residence Burglary Schedule in 
Force Then—Furriers Announce 
Cut Rate Deal 


NEW YORK, Jan. 30.—New resi- 
dence burglary rates, both as to new 
business and renewals, become operative 
Friday. 

Through an arrangement newly ef- 
fected with an unnamed casualty com- 
pany, members of the Furriers Security 
Alliance of the United States will be 
able to secure burglary insurance at a 
discount of 10 percent below manual 
rates. Fur stocks are considered ex- 
tremely hazardous risks by the burglary 
writing companies, the loss record of 
the class for years having been bad. 





Heather Goes to East 


NEW YORK, N. Y., Jan. 30.—John 
L. Heather, who has been associated 
with the Globe Indemnity fer some 
time latterly as executive special agent 
in the west traveling out of Chicago, 
will on Feb. 1 be located at the head 
office of the company in Newark. His 
new title has not been determined upon 
although his duties will be more im- 
portant than those performed hitherto. 
It is probable that a successor in the 
western field will be chosen in the near 
tuture. 


Bissell to Washington Conference 


Richard M. Bissell, president of the 
Hartford Fire, is invited by President 
Calvin Coolidge as one of the 80 rep- 
resentatives to confer next Monday in 
Washington on the agricultural situa- 
tion in the northwest. 





To Consider No-Amount Policy 


There will be a specially called meet- 
ing of the Western Automobile Under- 
writers Conference in Chicago today 
(Thursday) to consider whether con- 
ference companies can write no-amount 
policies or not. 


U. S. F. & G. Richmond Changes 


John May has been transferred from 
the home office of the United States Fi- 
delity & Guaranty to the Richmond, Va., 
branch office and placed in charge of 
the claim department, succeeding Frank 
Twupeck, resigned. 

Capt. Boyd Perkins has also been 
transferred from the home office to 
Richmond and is now working out of the 
Richmond office as a special agent, devel- 
oping the Virginia field. He was an 
officer in the United States army before 
entering the service of the U. S. F. & G. 





Miscellaneous Notes 


Samuel M. Hawley, a leading banker 
of Bridgeport, and a director of the 
Westchester, died Monday. 


Bays, Martin & Serrin is the name of 
a new insurance agency at Chrisney, Ind. 
The new firm is composed of Lewis E. 
Bays, cashier of the Farmers’ state bank 
at Chrisney; Orville Martin, Lester Mar- 
tin and Paul Serrin, members of the firm 
of Martin-Serrin Company at Rockport, 
Ind. The company will handle fire, acci- 
dent and life insurance. 


The N. J. Rodenburg store at Cathay, 
N. D., was destroyed by a fire thought 
to be due to the explosion of gas in the 
furnace, and the residence adjoining 
owned and occupied by the Beebe family 
also was destroyed. The building and 
contents were well insured. Both were 
frame structures. 
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CHANGES IN CONCORDIA 


PROMOTIONS ARE ANNOUNCED 


Herman Ambos Is Elected Third Vice- 
President and Will Assist Presi- 
dent William Wollaeger 


At the annual meeting of the Concor- 
dia Fire some advancement was made 
in the official staff. President William 
E. Wollaeger, who has done so much 
to promote the interest of the company 
in the last few years, was reelected 
president. Mr. Wollaeger as head of the 
institution has the confidence of the 
office and field force all along the line. 





WILLIAM WOLLAEGER 
President Concordia Fire 


Herman Ambos, who has been assistant 
secretary since 1921, was made third 
vice- -president. President Wollaeger felt 
the necessity of having an active insur- 
ance man in an executive position of 
this kind to relieve him of some of the 
details. Mr. Ambos has been with the 
Concordia for 12 years and has cooper- 
ated most intelligently in the upbuilding 
of its business. He was formerly con- 
nected with the Security of New Haven 
in its western department and prior to 
that was with the O. C. Kemp General 
Agency at Chicago. He was elected 
assistant secretary in 1921. R. E. Bran- 
denburg was chosen secretary and treas- 





urer. He has served as treasurer since 
1921 and now becomes secretary in ad- 
dition. He succeeds the late Frank 
Damkoehler, whose death last month 
terminated a service of over 50 years 
with the company. Mr. Brandenburg 
has spent practically his entire business 
life with the Concordia and for 20 years 
was Secretary Damkoehler’s right hand 
man. 

A. C. Meeker, the new assistant sec- 
retary, has been agency superintendent 
since 1918 when he was called to the 
home office from the Indiana field. He 
was formerly special agent for the 
Cleveland National and the Teutonia of 
New Orleans. 

H. W. Ashby and M. L. Zitzelberger 
are appointed agency superintendents. 
Mr. Zitzelberger has been with the Con- 
cordia for 16 years except during the 
war when he was in the service in 
France. He started in the accounting 
department and then was transferred to 
the underwriting department, having 
been special agent for the company in 
Wisconsin for the last two years. R. 
Moore was reelected assistant secretary. 


Mr. Ashby was formerly connected 
with the old Montgomery & Funk- 
houser general agency in Chicago. 


From there he went to the office of the 
old Germania and then the Providence- 
Washington. He went to the Concor- 
dia as an examiner in 1916. 

The Concordia shows some fine gains 
in its financial exhibit. The increase in 
premims was $496,986; in assets $762,- 
597, making that item $5,691,394. The 
policyholders’ surplus is $1,805,058. The 
loss ratio for the year was 42.4 percent. 
Last year the stockholders voted to in- 
crease the capital to $1,000,000. 


Central States Changes 


Henry C. Whalen, founder 
many years president of the 
States Fire of Wichita, Kan., is entirely 
out of the company now. At the annual 
meeting last week Mr. Whalen was not 
re-elected to the board and has gone to 
California. Since the Phoenix took over 
the management of the company Mr. 
Whalen has not been president but has 
been chairman of the board. All of the 
other directors were re-elected and 
Frank Dunn, a merchant, and L. 
Kelly, banker, were added to the direct- 
orate. Roy S. Eblen was re-elected 
president; L. C. Kelly, vice-president; 
Dan Callahan, secretary and C. L. 
Tullis, treasurer. Since the Phoenix 
took over its operation all of the busi- 
ness of the company has been reinsured 
by that company and the Central States 
has continued to grow even more rapidly 
than ever. 


and for 
Central 





Marine Secretary C. R. Ebert and Un- 
derwriter A. G. Poeller of the Automobile 
of Hartford are on a trip to Chicago on 





marine interests. 


MINNESOTA MEETING 
FORM FIRE PREVENTION PLANS 


Vernor and Kingsley Speak at Execu- 
tive Committee Meeting of Minne- 
sota Fire Prevention Association 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 29.— 
Richard E. Vernor, manager of the fire 
prevention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, and B. L. Kingsley, 
Minnesota state fire marshal, were the 
guests and speakers at an executive 
committee meeting of the Minnesota 
State Fire Prevention Association, held 
in Minneapolis on Monday. George B. 


Gray, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the association, and Minne- 
sota state agent of the Commercial 


Union, presided at the gathering. 
Discuss Year’s Plans 


Fire prevention activities on the part 
of the association for the coming year 
were discussed. It was decided to make 
an inspection of Faribault, Minn., in 
February. In March Winona will prob- 
ably be inspected. It was the original 
plan to make an inspection of Roches- 
ter in February. A discussion of plans 
to inspect Rochester, however, devel- 
oped the fact that it will probably be 
best to defer an inspection of the town 
for at least a couple of months. 


Rochester Hostile 


It seems that a recent rerating of 
Rochester changed the city from a three 
to a two and one-half class town. In 
spite of this, Fire Chief Cudmore con- 
tends that rates in Rochester have actu- 
ally been advanced. The attitude of the 
fire chief has aroused some hostility to 
the fire insurance companies in Roches- 
ter, an duntil this can be allayed, it is 
felt best not to make an inspection of 


the town. 

In his talk, Fire Marshal Kingsley 
strongly commended the work of the 
association. He said that the activities 
of the organization are having a telling 
effect, and that the state fire marshal’s 
office is hearing reports of the work of 
the field men of the state from all parts 
of Minnesota. 


Various Suggestions 


Mr. Vernor offered some suggestions 
regarding the planning of campaigns and 
the outlining of work in advance. He 
said, for instance, that in Missouri the 
association determines upon the six 
towns which are to be inspected during 
a six months period. Mr. Vernor said 
that this was a good plan, as it gave an 
association a definite program on which 
to work for a period of a half year. Mr. 





—— 


AMOUNT TO BE SAME 
RULING ON MOTOR POLIcy 


Commissioner McMurray of Indiana 
Holds That Face of the Contract 
Must Remain Constant 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 39W~ 
A ruling has been made by Commis. 
sioner McMurray to require ot compa. 
nies writing automobile insurance that 
all policies be written at the rate fileg 
with the department for fire and theft 
and no other charge shall be made byt 
that the amount of the policy shall re. 
main constant throughout life of pol. 
icy and the policy shall be delivered to 
the assured. 


Will Protect Assured 


This is to correct abuses of loan com- 
panies through which policyholders 
have found themselves without insyr- 
ance in case of loss. The loan company 
would have a policy protecting its de- 
creasing interest and no coverage to 
the assured even though the full pre. 
mium was paid. The car owner would 
take out another policy, not knowing 
about the loan company’s policy, and 
then his policy would be voided in case 
of loss because of the “other insurance” 
clause in the policy. A number of such 
instances have come to Mr. McMur- 
ray’s attention which led to the ruling, 





Vernor strongly recommended the use 
of boy scouts in inspection work, and 
suggested that during all inspections a 
special effort be made to interest school 
children. Mr. Vernor explained ways 
and means of interesting adults, as well 
as children, in inspection work and of- 
fered a number of plans that will be 
adopted by the Minnesota association 
this year. 


SLATE FOR EXAMINERS 


The Association of Fire Insurance 
Examiners of Chicago will hold its 
annual meeting Feb. 8. The nominating 
committee has recommended the fol- 
lowing slate as the administration ticket 
to be presented at that meeting: For 
president, W. H. French, Union of Can- 


ton; vice-president, J. V. Bernatz, Sun; 
secretary, A. F. Battey, Springfield; 
treasurer, F. E. Bush, Commercial 


Union; directors, H. O. Larson, North 
America, and Walter A. Schmidt, Marsh 
& McLennan. The present officers are: 
President, C. C. Freeman; vice-president, 
W. H. French; secretary, J. V. Bernatz, 
and treasurer, H. O. Larson. 


PROMOTIONS ANNOUNCED IN THE CONCORDIA’S OFFICIAL STAFF 
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STATE OFFICIALS VIEW 
ON CHICAGO ACTION 





Some of the Insurance Commis- 
sioners Comment on the Uni- 
form Compensation Scale 


MOST ARE UPHOLDING IT 





Willing to Wait to See What Position 
the Company Organizations Will 
Take in Premises 





HARTFORD, CONN., Jan. 30.— 
Commissioner H. P. Dunham, who has 
been conducting the hearings as chair- 
man of the sub-committee of the fire 
committee on agency commissions, has 
issued the following statement: “The 
report of sub-committee has been sent 


to President H. O. Fishback of the 
Commissioners’ Convention and _ all 
commissioners for ratification. Our ob- 


ject has been to bring order out of con- 
fysion and influence the companies to 
make fire commissions uniform over 
the entire country. Ultimate good must 
come to the business as a result of all 
the hearings in Chicago, New York and 
Topeka. The voluntary acquiescence 
by most of the companies in the com- 
promise plan of the commissioners is 
commendable. The conditions espe- 
cially in the middle west and also in the 
excepted cities have been so disturbed 
that some immediate action by the com- 
panies was insisted upon by the com- 
missioners. What the entire situation 
needs now is a whole-hearted endeavor 
to straighten out this controversy. Right 
thinking agents and companies will fix 
their minds upon something larger than 
mere settlement of this dispute. They 
will see the danger of leaving this sub- 
ject longer unsettled and the necessity 
of uniformity both in ordinary and ex- 
cepted territory.” 


Some of the insurance commissioners 
have commented on the action taken by 
the conference in Chicago, called by the 
sub-committee of the fire committee of 
the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners that was appointed to 
take up the subject of acquisition cost. 
In addition to the members of this sub- 
committee many of the mid-western in- 
surance commissioners were present. 
Tae NationaL UnpERWRITER asked the 


various insurance commissioners to ex- 
press their views on whether they would 
issue any order on the subject of the 
uniform commission scale recommended 
or just what course they would fursue. 
Replies have been received from many 
of these officials that are here given: 
ce 2 = 

Tennessee—There will be no definite 
action taken in Tennessee for the pt- sent 
by A. S. Caldwell, commissioner of in- 
surance, as to applying the provisions of 
the agreement reached by a special com- 
mittee of insurance commissioners. Ex- 
Pressing some optimism that the pro- 
posals of the committee will be accepted 
by the companies, Commissioner Caldwell 
Stated that so far as Tennessee is con- 
cerned, he intends to await the reception 
met with as to the uniform commission 
Scale suggested by the companies before 
taking any action toward its adoption. 

Mr. Caldwell stated: “Until the sev- 
eral company organizations have ex- 
Pressed their approval or disapproval of 
the recommendations, this department 
will make no definite approval, but is in 
hearty accord with the recommendation 
of the commissioners and will endeavor 
to see that this recommendation is com- 
Dlied with. It was unanimously ap- 
Proved that there be no separation and 
80 recommended. My hope is that the 
companies will accept voluntarily.” 

In case the fire underwriters reject the 
Plan submitted in the controversy, ac- 
cording to Mr, Caldwell, it is intimated 


that at the next conference of the com- 
missioners, legislation might be framed 
in an effort to force an adjustment of 
the differences. 
*x * 
Michigan—The Michigan department 
will not do anything officially in regard 
to the uniform commission scale which 
the insurance commissioners in Chicago 
agreed should be paid all agents, Com- 
missioner Hands said that under the 
Michigan insurance code he could not 
issue an order to the insurance com- 
panies compelling them to put the uni- 
form commission scale into effect. 
Neither will he make any official recom- 
mendation to the companies, he said, al- 
though he added that he believed the 
scale agreed upon was a just and equita- 
ble one. 
*x * 

North Dakota—Commissioner Olsness 
says: “Relative to query whether I will 
issue any order supplementing recom- 
mendation of commissioners’ meeting at 
Chicago, will say this depends on what 
course insurance companies take. We 
trust the recommendation will be heeded. 
If not I shall invoke all the force my 
office is capable of to prevent separation 
of agencies.” 

x * * 

South Carolina—Commissioner McMa- 
han says: “I am not prepared to act on 
the commission matter.” 

*x* * * 

Rhode Island—Commissioner Wilbour 
says: “The report of the subcommittee 
of the fire insurance committee of the 
National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners is a good one. If their recom- 
mendations are endorsed by the National 
Convention they will be 
this department.” 

*x* *x * 

Nebraska—Mrs. Mary A. Fairchild, in 
charge of the insurance department, was 
unable to be present at the Chicago 
meeting of commissioners, but is in 
hearty accord with the position taken 
by the insurance board of Oklahoma. 


at the present time is quiet, and that 
she does not anticipate any serious dis- 
turbances here over the separation ques- 
tion. Mrs. Fairchild believes that if any 
of the companies can afford to pay more 
than the usual and customary rates for 
securing business they can afford to re- 
duce their rates, and let the public have 
the advantage of such a condition. She 
is heartily in favor of the stand taken 
by the Oklahoma board along those lines 
and while the Nebraska department has 
no control over rates her influence will 
be employed to back up the national 
association in its campaign for nation- 
wide commissions of 15, 20 and 25 per- 
cent, with a cleanup in the cities of sit- 
uations where excess commissions has 
forced rates up beyond a _ reasonable 
point. 

“It is not the intention of the depart- 
ment,” said Mrs. Fairchild, “to take any 
action upon the recommendation of the 
sub-committee of the fire insurance com- 
mittee of the National Convention of In- 
surance commissioners.” 

It is understood that the principal rea- 
son is that the department is vested with 
no authority over the rates or commis- 
sions, and that any declaration would 
have no more weight than an expression 
of opinion, since it would be without 
power to enforce any order, either by 
direct or indirect action. 


Mrs. Fairchild makes no secret of her 
sympathy with the movement for uni- 
form commissions and is against any 


separation of agencies because of the 
varying scredules of compensation by the 
opposing organizations. 

x *k * 

District of Columbia—Superintendent 
Miller says: “I have the matter of issu- 
ing a ruling in line with the commis- 
sioners’ recommendation under consid- 
eration at the present time, but am not 
ready at present to make any announce- 
ments. Will do so shortly.” 

*x* * x 
Dakota — Commissioner 
Camp says: “Pressure 
office prevents action in time for your 
issue this week. Can let you know my 
decision early next week.” 

* * * 

North Carolina—Commissioner 
says: 
with reference to flat commissions and 
uniformity is in full accord with my 
views as approaching a satisfactory so- 
lution of commissions and acquisition 
cost. As such action requires no change 
of policy in this state no ruling is 
deemed necessary at this time further 
than the formal approval by me of the 


South Van 


of business in 


Wade 











adoption of this plan by the companies. 


As far as I am able to judge the agents 
of this state and their companies are 
agreed as to the preferability of flat uni- 
form commissions.” 


*x* * * 


Massachusetts — Commissioner 
says: “My present reaction is 


Monk 
against 





|}adopted at Chicago. I 


acceptable to | 


She says that the situation in Nebraska | 


“The action of the sub-committee | 


a department ruling as not within my 
legal powers.” 
x x * 
Oklahoma—Commissioner J, G. Read 


advised at 

order or make 
commission rules 
only took office 
| Jan. 25. Am studying and investigating 
| the proposition.” 


says: “I am not sufficiently 
this time to issue an 
| statement relative to 


* * 


Minnesota—Commissioner Wells says: 
“It is my intention to enforce the find- 
ings of the insurance commissioners, 
| dated Jan, 23, at Chicago, to the full ex- 
tent. The exact details for carrying out 
this purpose have not been fully decided 
upon, but appropriate action will be 
taken in due time.” 


* * * 


Wisconsin—Commissioner W. Stanley 
| Smith says: “You ask if I will issue an 
|order requiring observance of commis- 
sion rules. I have no present intention 
of issuing any order. My views were 
|} expressed in a paper submitted at the 
Chicago hearing, which you published.” 


* * * 


Virginia—Commissioner Button says 
that he does not contemplate taking any 
immediate action with respect to en- 
forcement of the uniform commission 
| scale which the commissioners represent- 











| ing a number of states recently agreed 
| upon as the proper commission to be 
paid agents. Companies will firsc be 


given an opportunity to show what they 
| will do in the matter. There has been 
| but little or no ‘complaint in Virginia 
in regard to payment of excess commis- 
|sions. Commissioner Button does not 
anticipate that any action by him will be 
necessary. Action of the commissioners 
In fixing a definite scale of commissions, 
he explained, was prompted by the acute 
| situation prevailing in other states, par- 
| ticularly throughout the middle west. 
He has always favored uniform commis- 
sions and has been opposed particularly 
to the practice of companies maintaining 
a higher scale in what is known as ex- 
cepted cities. 











* * * 


Colorado—State Rater Chas. T, Fertig, 
who attended the Chicago conference, did 
not vote favorably on the commissioners’ 
action, because Colorado is not involved, 


owing to truce agreement through the 
supervisory committee to keep trouble 
out of the mountain field. Commenting 
on the action, he says: “I am disap- 
pointed at the outcome of the confer- 
ence as I felt that! a complete under- 
stading might have been reached had 





more time been given to the subject. It 
was a rare opportunity for the organiza- 
tion of commissioners to render a real 
service in disposing of an irritating sit- 
uation that has been in existence in 
various ways for 40 years. I feel that 
this opportunity has now passed and 
that conclusions reached by adoption of 
the resolutions will not be agreeable to 
the various interests effected, that they 
will not be respected and there being 
no legal means in the various states for 
enforcing the provisions of the resolu- 
tions, the situation has not been im- 
proved, with the possibility that it has 
been complicated more than it was be- 
fore.” 
x *x * 
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state, it is unlawful for two or more in- 
Surance companies to enter into any 
agreement relative to commissions to 
be paid by insurance companies to their 
agents. There is no statute in this state 
which would authorize the commissioner 
of insurance to fix the amount of com- 
missions to be paid such agents. For 
that reason I did not attend the Chicago 


meeting, and cannot officially express 
my views relative thereto. Personally, 
I am in favor of uniform commissions 


through the United States and the exclu- 
sion of excepted cities; but owing to our 
statutes I cannot officially subscribe to 
any program that tends to fix commis- 
sions.” 

*x* * * 


Arkansas—Commissioner Bullion says 
he has not taken any action so far. 


*x* * * 


Illinois—Director of Trade & Com- 
merce Ireland says he has not gone into 
the subject. 

x * * 


Wyoming—Commissioner Loucks says: 
“In so much as the rate now in effect 
in this territory is not to be changed in 
any way, we do not contemplate putting 
out any order or issuing any statement 
pertaining to the matter.” 


x kx * 


Georgia—Deputy Commissioner Irons 
says: “Inasmuch as the law does not re- 
quire this department to supervise terms 
of contractual relationship between com- 
panies and agents we have never felt 
that we had a right or thought it was 
our duty to go into the subject, believ- 
ing that this is one of the matters to 
be settled entirely between the parties 
most directly interested. Having this 
belief no ruling has been or will be made 
on the subject.” . 


Damage estimated at $15,000, mostly 
covered by insurance, was caused by a 
fire in the downtown business section of 
Fulton, Mo., Jan. 22. Hard work on the 
part of the fire department confined the 
fire to the McCall building in which it 
originated. The losses were: Gale Wil- 
cox, photographer, $5,000, with $3,500 in- 
surance; Busy Bee candy kitchen, $5,000, 
with $3,000 insurance; McCall building, 
$5,000, fully insured. 


How to Buy 
Insurance 


Stocks 


The constantly increasing pop- 
ularity of insurance company 
stocks among investors, generally, 
and especially those in the fields 
of insurance, has caused many 
persons to ask: 








“Where and how can I buy 
Insurance Stocks?” 





Florida—Actuary McCann says: “Com- 
missioner Luning is away for 10. days 


be taken in this matter.” 
*x* *k * 
Pennsylvania — Commissioner McCul- 
lough says: “We have received a copy 


of the report of the sub-committee of the 
fire insurance committee of the National 
Convention of Insurance Commissioners, 
and have not as yet had an opportunity 
to study it and, consequently, do not 
care to make a statement at this time as 
to what action will be taken by this de- 
partment.” 
x * * 





Iowa — Commissioner Kendrick says: 
“Permit me to respectfully inform you 
that owing to the drastic provisions of 
our statutes, it will be impossible for 
me to officially approve any agreement 
tending to fix commissions. Under what 
is known as the Blanchard law of this 


and I am unable to say what action will 


Among the firms dealing in 
them, we have specialized for 
many years in publishing quo- 
tations and furnishing infor- 
mation on these stocks. 


We have prepared a special 
circular answering the above 
question. It will be sent on 
request, together with our cur- 
rent monthly investment bulletin. 


Write for letter [U-423. 


J.K. Rice, Jr. & Co. 


36 Wall Street New York City 
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Agency Leadership 


A good business man was 
once defined as a man who 
«eé >] 

sells goods that doesn’t come 
back to customers who do.” 
And in every sense'the 
Alliance agent is a salesman 
—his commodity, insurance. 


Careful attention to the as- 
sured’s insurance problems, 
obtaining rate reductions 
through elimination of fire 
hazards, calling on the Alli- 
ance for help that is cheerfully 
given, are only a few ways 
that will unquestionably estab- 
lish the Alliance ‘agents as an 
insurance man who “knows 
his business.” 





THE 


ALLIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY 


of Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cash Capital — 
$1,000,000.00 $3,099,141.00 





A Company of Character 























By G. A. 
PRE-INVENTORY LOSSES 


Company headquarters are reporting 
a number of pre-inventory fires. Many 
of these are attributable to natural 
causes, but others are suspicious. The 
season up to New Year had been very 
warm in most localities. This had af- 
fected particularly the clothing and shoe 
trade. Large stocks of goods were on 
the shelves and they were not moving. 
People were using thinner clothing and 
were not buying winter wear until it 
was actually needed. 

The cold snap that swept through the 
country last week brought out a large 
number of additional fires due to over- 
heating and other cold weather causes. 
There were some serious blazes that 
originated undoubtedly through cold 
weather. The firemen found it very 
difficult to fight fires on account of the 





-severity of the weather. The early part 


of January, therefore, is starting out in 
a riotous way so far as fires are con- 
cerned. 
x £ * 
FLEMING ON SOUTHERN TRIP 


T. Alfred Fleming, supervisor of the 
conservation department of the National 
3oard, is on a long tour and will be in 
many cities in the south. His itinerary 
is as follows: 


Jan. 28—Louisville Safety School for 
Foremen, Louisville Safety Council, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Jan, 30—Richmond Civic Club, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

The following engagements were made 
by the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States: 

Jan. 31—Danville, Va., Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Feb. 1—Greensboro, N. C., Address 
high school in the morning and meetings 
at noon and in the evening. (Greensboro 
Chamber of Commerce will arrange.) 

Feb. 4—Spartanburg, S. C.—Address 
meeting in the evening, Chamber of 
Commerce members, Kiwanis, Rotary 
and Lions Clubs. Address schools during 
the day. 

Feb. 5—Charlotte, N. C—Address 
Chamber of Commerce members and 
schools, 

Feb. 6—Asheville, N. C.—Meeting not 
specified. 

Feb. 7—Winston-Salem, N. C.—Kiwanis 
Club luncheon 12:35 at' Hotel Robert E. 
Lee. 

Feb. 11—Chamber of Commerce, 
Charleston, S. C. This date only tenta- 
tive, arrangements not yet completed. 

Feb. 12—Savannah, Ga.—Rotary Club. 

Feb. 13—Macon, Ga., Rotary Club, 1:10 


Dp. m. 

Feb, 14—Augusta, Ga.—Kiwanis Club, 
2:15 p. m. 

Feb. 18—Montgomery, Ala.—Lions Club 
and schools. 

Feb. 19—Mobile, Ala.—Address high 
school students in the morning. Ar- 
ranged through Mobile Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Feb. 20—Jacksonville, 
Club, 

Feb. 21—Tampa, Fla. This date only 
tentative, arrangements not yet com- 
pleted. 


Fla.—Kiwanis 


*x* * * 
AGLER GOES TO NEW YORK 


Ben. L. Agler, vice-president of the 
Medbury-Agler Company of Youngs- 
town, O., which maintains a New York 
office, has gone to New York City to 
take charge of that department follow- 
ing the retirement of H. F. Wanvig. 
Mr. Agler intends to divide his time be- 
tween New York and Youngstown. He 
is one of the well known local agents in 
Ohio and is now president of the Ohio 
Association of Insurance Agents. 

-“ * 
LAUNDRY BUNDLE COVER 


The Hartford Fire announces that it 
is now writing laundry bundle insurance. 
This policy indemnifies laundries against 
damage to goods left in their custody, 
by fire, windstorm, theft and the haz- 
ards involved in delivery. Some laun- 
dries in the past have added a cent a 
bundle to each bill to cover insurance 
and have established a fund from which 
to pay losses. However, some insurance 
commissioners declared that this is in- 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK 





WATSON 








surance business and have ruled th 
scheme out. Laundry bundle insurang 
covers fire, lightning, earthquake, gg), 
lision including the overturning of a ya 
hicle, theft or loss of entire Package 
tornado, sprinkler leakage and trans. 
portation risks, including those of pyb. 
lic carriers or mail service. The assure 
keeps a record of all the “work” ¢,, 
ered by the policy and on or before the 
10th day of each month makes a state 
ment to the company. The laundry js 
permitted to adjust and pay individyg 
claims up to $100 and several claims 
resulting from one casualty up to $259, 
There are certain hazards that are no 
covered, they being shortage caused by 
loss or damage of individual pieces o 
articles, pilferage of individual pieces or 
articles, theft by the assured’s own em. 
ployes, drivers or agents, mis-delivery 
of bundles, riot caused directly or ind. 
rectly by invasion, insurrection and gp 
on, 
a & 
STINNES BUYS NORD-DEUTSCHE 


Word is received in New York City 
that Hugo Stinnes, the great German 
industrialist, has secured control of the 
Nord-Deutsche of Hamburg. It is not 
known just what Mr. Stinnes’ purposes 
are in getting into the insurance bug. 
ness, but undoubtedly he felt it neces. 
sary to keep apace with other large 
German industrial enterprises which 
have insurance annexes. The Hamburg. 
American Steamship Line recently or. 
ganized an insurance company to 
handle the insurance of its clients, 

The Nord-Deutsche' entered the 
United States in 1911, doing chiefly a 
marine business through F. Herrman, 
Later it branched out into the fire line, 
continuing until the American branch 
was taken over by the alien property 
custodian at the time of the war. Its 
business was reinsured in the Automo- 
bile of Hartford. 

a + 
ORDERS DEPOSIT REFUNDED 


Supreme Court Justice Staley of Al- 
bany,- N. Y., has rendered a decision 
that the New York insurance depart- 
ment refund to the Russian Reinsur- 
ance, $200,000 deposited with the de 
partment in 1907 as protection for fire 
insurance policyholders and creditors in 
this country. After the war started the 
soviet government was established in 
Russia. The officers and directors of 
the Russian Reinsurance left the coun- 
try and located in Paris, where the com- 
pany is now doing business. Recently 
the directors demanded the return of 
the $200,000 deposit. Superintendent 
Stoddard left the question up to the 
courts on the ground that if the soviet 
government confiscated all private prop- 
erty in Russia should ever be recog- 
nized in the United States as the 
de facto government, it might demand 
the payment to it of the deposit of the 
Russion Reinsurance. Justice Staley, 
however, held that the initial deposit of 
$200,000 should be returned but that the 
subsequent deposit $23,000 be retained 
to cover any possible claims. 

* 


NOT WORRIED OVER SUITS 


Fire company executives are not wor- 
ried over the tax suits recently started 
in Mississippi, as Stokes V. Robertson, 
state revenue agent, who filed them % 
his last official act, is now out of office 
and it is not believed his successor wil 
be disposed to push them. 

* * x 


OUTSIDERS CALLED IN 


Representatives of some 30 non-mem- 
bership companies were guests of the 
Eastern Union at luncheon Tuesday, 
following which R. M. Bissell, as chai 
man of the Union’s special committe 
on ethical practices, spoke at considet- 
able length upon problems of the bust 
ness, especially in the east and soutt 
and urged the wisdom of a more thor- 
ough accord upon the part of all ofies 
in facing conditions such as now & 
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The Steadying hand in 
NATIONAL progress \f 


| Se project vital to the life of the 
nation is dependent upon Insurance. 
The business of protection has become a 
great national force, no less than that of 
the railroads and banking systems, by en- 
abling other industries to forge ahead 
despite the menaces that would stagnate 
their growth. 
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Through its vast operations, the L.& L.&G. 

forms an important part of this industrial 
back-ground. Its steadying influence is 
felt, for example, amidst the throb and 
bustle of many great mines throughout 
the country. Its stability has won parti- 
cular recognition for the L.& L.& G. among 
men whose task it is to unearth power for 
the work of the nation. 
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The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 
HENRY WENTZ, President L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 
The Only Ohio Company Specializing on Plate Glass Insurance. Not an Experiment 
SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 
























THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $364,993.52 
408 FORT STREET, WEST - - - = = DETROIT, MICH. 


















Great American 
Insurance Company 


New Dork 


INCORPORATED 1872 


STATEMENT JANUARY 1, 1923 


$12,500,000.00 
19,816,417.87 
13,017,077.35 
45,333,495.22 


LOSSES PAID POLICYHOLDERS 


143,654,333.86 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
CHICAGO 























































All Risks Insurance 


on Personal Jewelry 


Loss by Hold-Up and Robbery is covered 
under the All Risks insurance on Personal 
Jewelry—Personal Furs may be included. 


‘All risks’’ insurance also covers loss by 
Fire, Burglary and Theft and the insurance 
applies in the Home, on the Streets, while 
Traveling and Elsewhere throughout the 
world. 


A.E SHAW 
ES 
COMPANY 


Insurance Exchange Chicago, Ill. 
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and others that may develop. There was 
no suggestion of joining the Eastern 
Union, the sole purpose of the confer- 
ence as already stated being to con- 
sider general affairs. Prior to the formal 
gathering a number of Bureau company 
representatives met, and generally talked 
over the situation in the central west. 
* 2 £ 


INTEREST IN POLICY SUIT 


Unusual interest is centering around 
the case which came before the appel- 
late division of the supreme court of 
the first department of the appeal of the 
Diamond Cravat Company, Inc., against 
the Eagle Star & British Dominions. 
Action is brought for the sum of 
$4,517.29, the alleged damage resulting 
from a fire which occurred on June 11, 
1923. The complaint alleges that the 
policy was the standard New ork form 
and “insured Kantor Brothers doing 
business as Diamond Cravat Company, 





as now or hereafter be constituted.” The 


i 
complaint also states that at the time 
the policy was issued that the plaintig 
was a domestic corporation and: that 
the shares of its stock were owned } 
Abraham Morris Kantor, Aaron Wij. 
liam Kantor, the partners known as 
Kantor Brothers. It was shown th 
the personnel of the Diamonr Craya 
Company as shown by its stockholders 
is identical with that of the partnership 
of Kantor Brothers. 

Counsel for the insurance company 
contended that the plaintiff, incorpor,. 
tion, was not insured by the defendant's 
policy. The policy insured Kantor 
Brothers, a partnership. The defense 
attorneys argue that the plaintiff is not 
entitled to recover inasmuch as the pol. 
icy was issued to a partnership of Kap. 
tor Brothers and did in no way cover 
the corporation known as the Diamond 
Cravat Company, even though Kantor 
Brothers owned the majority of the 
stock in the corporation. 











AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 








TAKE ON TWO SERVICE MEN 


C. N. Linberg, who has been con- 
nected with the Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau of Chicago, and C. H. Cowper, who 
has been engineer for Johnson & Hig- 
gins’ Chicago office, have both joined 
the engineering and rating service de- 
partment of the Crum & Forster com- 
panies in the west. They will travel 
out of the Cook County brokerage and 
service department in the Insurance 
Exchange building, Chicago. Mr. Lin- 
berg was at one time connected with 
the Oklahoma Inspection Bureau. Mr. 
Cowper was formerly with the Illinois 
Inspection Bureau. 

* Ox 
McDIARMID WITH THE AETNA 


F. C. McDiarmid, assistant superin- 
tendent of the automobile department 
of the Springfield Fire & Marine at 
Chicago, has been appointed superin- 
tendent of the Aetna’s automobile de- 
partment in the west, succeeding the 
late John A. Gallagher. Mr. McDiarmid 
was formerly superintendent of the au- 
tomobile department of the Northern 
Assurance in the west. 

cu 2 


BLUE GOOSE ANNUAL BULLETIN 


Accounts of the various Blue Goose 
activities throughout the country dur- 
ing the past year are contained in the 
annual bulletin of the order, which is 
now being distributed from the grand 
nest headquarters in Milwaukee. The 
bulk of the bulletin has been prepared 
by Paul E. Rudd, grand wielder of the 
goose quill, but several special articles 
by other prominent ganders are in- 
cluded. The opening article of the bul- 
letin is the message of John F. Stafford, 
most loyal grand gander, who incor- 
porates in his article the complete and 
authentic history of the Blue Goose, 
starting with its organization at Green 
Lake, Wis., in 1906, and including all 
important events down to the present 
time. Mr. Stafford also summarizes the 
motives behind the order, and dwells 
upon the advantages of membership. 
Another feature of interest in the pub- 
lication is a detailed report of the meet- 
ing of the grand nest at Chicago Oct. 
16, 1923. Several Blue Goose songs, in- 
cluding the prize-winning ode by Most 
Loyal Gander Roy L. Nicholson of the 
Wisconsin pond, are also included. 

* * * 


ILLINOIS BLUE GOOSE DINNER 


The Illinois Blue Goose had a dinner 
Monday evening, more than a dozen 
being present. P. J. V. McKian of the 
Chicago “Journal of Commerce” 
wielder of the goose quill, presided. R. 
F. Woltersdorff of the Atlas, former 
most loyal gander, had charge of the 
initiation work. The Illinois body now 
has more than 500 members. There 
were 26 candidates elected at the Mon- 
day evening meeting. George T. Mielke 
of the Commercial Union did the Wil- 
liam Tell act. Ernest Palmer of the 








Chicago Board was the speaker of the 








evening. Brief remarks were made by 
F. B. Quackenbos, manager of the Ter- 
nessee Inspection Bureau; R. D. Saf. 
ford, assistant manager of the Na- 
tional; Joseph A. Cloud of Cincinnati, 
Rudolph Belcher, manager Western In. 
surance Bureau, and J. S. Glidden, as. 
sistant manager of the Chicago Board, 
x * 


SOME SLOW DOWN IN LOSSES 


Fire losses have been a trifle lighter 
during the past week, but the heavy 
drains of the previous several weeks are 
still in the minds of company manag- 
ers, coupled with a reported slight fall- 
ing off of premium receipts. February 
will receive cheerful greetings as it is 
then “The worst is over” sign will be 
hung up, in anticipation of conditions 
like unto previous years for that month. 
This hope is being generally expressed 
at present, and, if there should be no 
repetition of the heavy tornado losses 
of last spring, the companies will take 
heart and endeavor to so conduct the 
business as will bring compensation 
during the months of 1924 to follow. 

*k * x 
WORLD F, & M. PLANS 

Application is being made for men- 
bership in the Western Union by Ralph 
B. Ives, president of the newly organ- 
ized World Fire & Marine of Hartford, 
John M. Thomas, of Chicago, who has 
been appointed manager of the com- 
pany for all states in Western Union 
territory, including Colorado, Wyom- 
ing and New Mexico, with the single 
exception of Oklahoma, advises that the 
latter state will be under the jurisdic- 
tion of Mr. Ives. Mr. Thomas states 
that the company will write fire, tor- 
nado, automobile and other allied lines 
of insurance and will be entered in the 


western states in due course. 
* 
WANT TORNADO EXPERIENCE 


Along with the heavy fire losses on 
farm business, of late, the companies 
are also reckoning with tornado losses 
on similar business, which have beet, 
likewise, far beyond present rate calct- 
lations. As a consequence the compa- 
nies are now being asked to give their 
experience with farm tornado business 
for ihe past five years. This request 's 
being interpreted by many as an ind 
cation that the prevailing farm rates are 
to be advanced, unless the combined 
| experiences of companies proves mort 
favorable than at present thought prob- 
able. 


*x * * 
TELLS EXAMINERS OF BUREAU 


The various features and services 0 
inspection bureaus were outlined by 
Frank H. Jones, head of the Illinois 
Inspection Bureau, speaking before the 
Chicago Association of Fire Insurance 
Examiners at its January meeting last 
week. Mr. Jones called particular a 
tention to the service rendered by thes 
organizations. He pointed out that the 
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The Glens Falls Insurance Company is old in 
years and experience, but young in vigor and pro- 
gressiveness. Attained Age has brought under- 
standing. Retained Youth has profited by it. 


ahi 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
GLENS FALLS, N. Y. 





NOW IN ITS 
75TH YEAR 


- DICKINSON, Vice-Pres. F.M. SMALLEY, Sec’y R.C. CARTER, Treasurer J. A. MAVON, F. L. COWLES, H. W. KNIGHT, Secretaries R.S. BUDDY, Ass’t Sec’y 
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MILLERS 


National Insurance Company 
of Chicago, Illinois 














| Financial Statement 
December 31, 1923 


ASSETS 

1 Government Bonds (Canada)............. $ 152,000.00 

Government U. S. Liberty Loans....... .-- 514,837.00 

SE SE ho 66588 cnntetn aac eels sot 1,659,769.00 

| Municipal and County Bonds....... ere . 267,970.00 

SN ED 6 Swed Ce uahes ban c0 0k occnde ue 91,200.00 

eens Fee TUONO ES Fo ro dc e ac c0.c0dideas : 37,671.00 

Gas and Electric Light Bonds............. 28,100.00 

ee Ee ee et 14,500.00 

| Adjustment and Salvage Co. Stocks........ 400.00 
i| 

Total Bonds and Stocks............... $2,766,447.00 

Real Estate Mortgages, First Lien........ $ 474,800.00 

OD 62.6 cc cacheeueeNweNNindd s¥aewes 35,169.65 

Cash in Banks and on Hand............... 328,257.46 

Premiums in Course of Collection....... 232,308.65 

Accrued Interest on Investments.......... 93,858.86 

Total Admitted Cash Assets........... $3,930,841.62 

LIABILITIES 


Unpaid Losses, including all re- 
ported or supposed Losses.$148,682.16 


Re-Insurance Reserve ........ 1,445,351.31 
Guarantee Deposits ........... 348,135.91 
Reserve for Federal, State, 


County and Municipal Taxes 32,659.98 
Accrued Commis- 


| sions and Expenses........ 


Reserve for 
25,020.83 
Permanent Fund .....eccsecees 500,000.00 


Surplus, Less Permanent Fund 
as required in some States.1,430,991.43 


Cash Surplus to Policy Holders, $1,930,991.43 
Losses Paid since Organization, $17,933,382.29 


C. B. Cole, President 
F. S. Danforth, Assistant Secretary 


M. A. Reynolds, Secretary 















































inspection bureaus give a_ three-fold 
service, to the property owners, to the 
companies and to the agents or brokers. 
He also commented at length on the 
additional service that has been given 
in the last few years, a form of “im- 
provement letter”. This is a letter 
which goes to all risks handled by the 
bureau and outlines recommendations 
for the policyholders which will reduce 
fire insurance cost. Mr. Jones said the 
bureau is also working in cities and 
towns for improvement in fire fighting 
facilities and conflagration conditions. 


* * * 


WESTERN ADJUSTMENT FIGURES 


The Western Adjustment of Chicago 
has gotten out its statistical record com- 


paring 1923 with 1922 business. It is: 
1922 1923 

Number of 

Losses Ad- 

justed ..... 40,771 46,008 
Number of 

Policies Rep- 

resented 4 91,873 100,072 
Total Insurance 

Involved ...$1,339,446,903 $1,841,960,853 


Amount of In- 
surance Rep- 
resented .... 
Loss to Insur- 
ance repre- 
sented ..... 
Cost of 
justment per 
$1,000 Loss 
Paid 
Cost 

justment per 
$1,000 Insur- 
ance 
Cost 

justment per 
$1,000 Loss.. 
Cost of Ad- 
justment per 
$1,000 Policy 
Percentage of 
Western Ad- 
justment 
Represen- 
tation 


1,180,157,219 1,655,369,579 


48,068,180 53,636,834 


$20.49 $21.76 


-834 


24.16 25.37 
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*x* * * 
HARDING AGAIN PRESIDENT 


John C. Harding of the Springfield 
was re-elected president of the Western 
Adjustment and Charles E. Dox of the 
London & Lancashire vice-president. 
W. E. Mariner is entering on his 25th 
year as general manager of the com- 
pany. The Western Adjustment now 
has 34 branch offices, 12 of which were 
opened last year. 

* * x 


CHICAGO TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 


88-1 


Tue NATIONAL UNDERWRITER has got- 
ten out the 1924 insurance telephone 
directory of Chicago insurance offices. 
This is one of the most valuable and 
handy directories of the city. It gives 
all the offices in the Insurance Exchange 
and their telephone numbers, listing the 
companies and agencies. Then the 
offices outside of the Insurance Ex- 
change building are given together with 
their telephone numbers. This directory 
is furnished free at the Chicago office of 
THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, 1362 Insur- 
ance Exchange, to all who call for it. 
It will be sent out of the city for 10 
cents to cover postage. No copy will 
be sent without postage being enclosed. 

* * * 

John D. Martin, of John D. Martin & 
Co., is one of the numerous Chicago men 
spending a few weeks vacation in 
Florida. Mr. Martin is one of the prin- 
cipal organizers of the Mid-Continent 
Fire & Marine. 

* * * 

Western Manager C, R. Tuttle of the 
North America has gone to Beverly Hills, 
Cal., where he will remain a month. He 
is accompanied by Mrs. Tuttle, who suf- 
fered severe injuries from an accident 
two months ago. Mrs. Tuttle will remain 
in California until spring. 

x * x 

President J. A. Swinnerton of the 
American Eagle Fire was in Chicago 
visiting the western department this 
week. 

* & @ 

Charles P. Whitney, Jr., until a year 
and a half ago a broker with the Chicago 
local agency of Critchell, Miller, Whitney 
& Barbour, died at' Colorado Springs, 
Colo., this week. He was a son of 
Charles P. Whitney, head of the firm. 
Fe has been in delicate health for many 
months. He was 30 years of age. 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD | 


<< 


APPOINTS TWO STATE AGENTs 











Aetna Transfers Arthur Lohmeyer from 
West Virginia to Ohio and Pro. 
motes C, L. Allen in Michigan 


Arthur Lohmeyer of Charleston, jw 


Va., state agent of the Aetna, is trans. 
ferred to Ohio to become state agent 
there to succeed William B. Goodwin. 
who has been elected secretary of th 
World Fire & Marine, the new com. 
panion company of the Aetna. M; 
Lohmeyer comes from a distinguishej 
family in Charleston. He has been 1; 
years with the Aetna in West Virginia 
and has made a splendid record, He 
has served as president of the Wey 
Virginia Underwriters Association an¢ 
was most loyal gander of the Weg 
Virginia Blue Goose until the recey 
annual meeting. He is regarded as one 
of the big men in his state. 

Succeeding W. N. Achenbach, stute 
agent of the Aetna in Michigan, who 
goes to the western department at Chi. 
cago as assistant general agent, the 
company has promoted C. L. Allen, Mr 
Allen has been special agent in Michi. 
gan. Before going to that state he was 
examiner in the head office of the 
Orient. Floyd T. Bower, who has been 
with the National Liberty in Ohio, js 
appointed special agent of the Aetna in 
Michigan to succeed Mr. Allen. He is 


a graduate of Armour Institute and 
served for a while in the western 
department of the North America, 


Emmer Whitehorn is the other special 
agent of the company in Michigan, 


DAHL TO LEAVE FIELD WORK 





Resigning as Caledonian State Agent in 
Illinois and Missouri to Enter 
Chicago Agency 





United States Manager and Presi- 
dent Charles H. Post, now in Chicago, 
announces the retirement by mutual con- 
sent of State Agent H. T. Dahl, Jr., for 
Illinois and Missouri, for the Caledonian 
and Caledonian-American, taking effect 
April 1, 1924. 

After such date Mr. Dahl will be as- 
sociated with the agency of Smullan & 
Co., 1929 Insurance Exchange, Chicago: 
thus carrying out a contemplated plan 
considered for some time of entering 
the local business. As the Caledonian 
has as one of its agents Smullan & Co, 
this is pleasing to all parties interested, 
including George Herrmann & Co., Chi- 
cago general agents. 

Mr. Dahl’s successor in the field wil 
be later announced. 


Walter. O. Roberts 


Walter O. Roberts has been named 
state agent in Connecticut for the Star. 
His headquarters will be at Hartford, 
Conn. He has had many years’ expefi- 
ence in both home office and field work. 

Formerly, J. W. Monroe supervised 
the entire state for both the L. &L 
& G. and the Star. He will relinquish 
supervision of the Star’s business m 
Connecticut which will enable him to 
spend his entire time with the L. & 
ks a G. 


V. D. Lilly 
V. D. Lilly, formerly Nebraska state 
agent for the Farmers of Iowa, has te 
signed to enter the local business, at 
will be associated with Walsh Bros. 
with offices in the City National Bank 
building, Omaha. 


T. W. Garrett 


T. W. Garrett of Wichita, Ka 
special agent for the Northwestem 
National Underwriters in Kansas, Mis 
souri and Oklahoma, has been forced 
retire temporarily from active insurant 
work, until such time as he regains his 
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“INSURANCE IS AS OLD AS THE SUN” 


Keep Your Face Towards The Sun and The Shadows Will Fall Behind You 


The SUN of London, 
established in 1710, 
(The oldest insurance 
company in the world) 
stands out as one of 
the world’s greatest in- 
stitutions. 





The Sun Indemnity Company of New 
York, Organized Jan. 1, 1923, Capital 
Stock $600,000.00, Surplus $401,931.00. 


The Patriotic Insur- 
ance Co. of America, 
established January 1, 
1923, assumed the 
United States business 
of the Patriotic Assur- 
ance Co., Ltd., of Dub- 
lin, Ireland, founded 
1824. 


“The Strength of the Trilogy Is In Itself An Important Sales Facility’’ 


the agent and his interests. 


The SUN has never for one moment—since 1710—neglected 
It is due to HIM that this in- 


stitution has survived the upheavals, wars and panics of 


more than two centuries. 
SUN’S best asset. 
him with distinct satisfaction. 
The SUN OF LONDON 

to the 


Patriotic Insurance Company of America and to the Sun 


of New York. May we serve you with “The Trilogy?” 


HE has been and IS NOW The 
What .the SUN can do, it DOES DO for 
May The SUN help you? 


contributes its policy advantages, its resources and facilities and its under- 
Indemnity Company 








—_ — =| 


UNITED STATES BRANCH WESTERN DEPARTMENT PACIFIC COAST DEPT. SUN INDEMNITY COMPANY 
55 Fifth Ave., New York 
Edward C. Lunt, President 


* @ 55 Fifth Ave., New York 
Preston T. Kelsey, U. S. Manager 


76 W. Monroe St., Chicago San Francisco, Cal. 
John F. Stafford, Manager Carl A. Henry, General Agent 
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CONNECTICUT 


CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00 


HE East and West Insurance Company, the Companion 

Company of the Security Insurance of New Haven, Conn.: 
has been well received in the field by local agents. The Secur- 
ity has made a reputation for promptness, liberality and 
service in connection with its agents. The same policy is 
adopted for the East & West. 


The East and West has been entered in all the states in 
which the Security operates. In additition to its capital of 
$500,000 it has a net surplus of like amount. It writes the 
same lines that the Security does. The East and West will 
have the advantage of the long experience of the Security. The 
same official staff and department managers and the same field 
men are guiding the destinies of both companies. Thus the 
East and West is assured of a capable experienced and aggressive 
management. 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 





' health. 
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FIRE oxo} 
TORNADO AUTOMOBILE 


. . Sy tah, _ __n 
USE AND Wa aes At SPRINKLER 
cece. | ot OF Seco bern aap 
OCCUPANCY JI om LEAKAGE 


UNITED STATES BRANCH 
110 William Street, New York 


Horatio N. Kelsey, Manager 





BENJAMIN GOODWIN, Manager Pacific Department 
San Francisco, Calif. 


A. H. TURNER, Managet ~ 
Atlanta, Ga. 4 


THOMAS GRIFFITH, General Agent North and South Carolina 
Charlotte, N. C. 


GEORGE W. BECK CO., General Agents, Mountain Dept. 
Denver, Colo. 








LEON DARGAN, Manager for Texas 
Dallas, Texas | 

















He was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident some time ago. 
Manager John R. Criley states that an 
appointment to fill the vacancy created 
by Mr. Garrett’s disability will be an- 


nounced from the home office in the 
near tuture. 
R. D. Cook 
R. D. Cook of Marietta, O., local 


agent there, has been appointed special 
agent of the National Liberty to suc- 
ceed F. T. Bower, who has gone with 
the Aetna in Michigan. 


J. H. Holland 


J. H. Holland has been appointed 
special agent for the American Cen- 
tral, with headquarters at 1102 First 
National Bank building, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 

H. C. Seitz, who has had charge of 
the Oklahoma field for the American 
Central, has been transferred to New 
Mexico, formerly under the jurisdic- 
tion of S. F. Woolard of Wichita, Kan., 
state agent for Kansas, New Mexico 
and Colorado, whose traveling duties 
are being curtailed to allow him more 
time at home. 





Lee Morgan 
Lee Morgan has been appointed spe- 
cial agent in Oklahoma for the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics. 


G. E, Strauchan 


G. E. Strauchan has been appointed 
special agent in Oklahoma for the Cam- 
den and the Empire State Underwriters 
with headquarters in Oklahoma City. 


Curt M. Wilson 


Curt M. Wilson, who has been special 
agent of the Farmers of Cedar Rapids 
in Illinois and Ohio with headquarters 
in Chicago, has resigned as of Feb. 1, 
to go into the local agency business at 
Ottawa, Ill. Mr. Wilson has formed a 
partnership with Charles J. McClellan, 
and the agency will be known as Wil- 
son & McClellan. 


G, V. Sampson 


G. V. Sampson has been appointed 
special agent of the Crum & Forster 
companies in Minnesota with headquar- 
tesr at Minneapolis. He was formerly 
connected with a bank at Elbow Lake, 
Minn. Mr. Sampson will travel under 
the supervision of State Agent A. A. 
Figeley. 


Walter D. Chase 


Walter D. Chase has been appointed 
special agent of the Starkweather & 
Shepley companies in Minnesota, Wis- 
consin and the upper peninsula of Michi- 
gan. He will assist State Agent W. A. 
3artlett of Minneapolis. Mr. Chase has 
been with the Underwriters Adjusting 
Company at Minneapolis, 


No Louisiana Appointment 


A number of applications for the 
Louisiana special agency of the Niagara 
Fire, vacant through the recent retire- 
ment of W. P. D. Bush, resigned to 
travel North Carolina for the Hartford, 
have been received and a choice will 
be made in the near future. Mr. Bush, 
who is a son of President Harry Bush 
of the Dixie Fire, is a graduate of the 
Niagara Fire office and prior to going 
to Louisiana traveled for the company 
in Georgia, Alabama and Florida. 


$200 in Prizes for Good Letters 


In order to stimulate good letter writ- 
ing in the company, President F. High- 
lands Burns of the Maryland Casualty 
offers five prizes for the best letters writ- 
ten on the company’s business in the first 
six months of 1924. They are as follows: 
First prize, $100; second prize, $50; third 
prize, $25; fourth prize, $15; fifth prize, 
$10. 





FIELD MEN ADVANCED 
GREAT AMERICAN PROMOTIOoy 


Eugene F. McAdow and E. F. Richards 
Appointed Field Superintendents 
with Headquarters in Chicago 


Eugene F, McAdow, Wisconsin stat. 
agent of the Great American and E, F 
Richards, state agent in Michigan, hay 
been appointed field superintendents of 
the Great American with headquarters 
in Chicago. These are new positions 
created by the company for the purpose 
of strengthening its official staff in the 
west. Mr. McAdow and Mr. Richards 
will act in the field much as an agency 
superintendent does in the office. They 
will travel in the field under direct ay. 
thority from the western department 
They will work with both field meg 
and agents of the company, in the stim. 
ulation and production of business 
30th have been with the Great Amer}. 
can for a number of years, and are thor. 
oughly familiar with its operating 
methods. 

MecAdow’s Experience 


Mr. McAdow has been in the field for 
many years. In the early stages of his 
career he had inspection bureau experi. 
ence, and later traveled for several years 
in Illinois and Wisconsin for the Sun, 
He then resigned to go with the Na. 
tional of Hartford in Illinois, and later 
was transferred to Michigan by the 
National. When E. Basse was 
called into the western department three 
years ago to become assistant western 
manager Mr. McAdow succeeded him 
as Wisconsin state agent of the Great 
American and has continued in that 
capacity ever since. 

Mr. Richards has traveled in Michi- 
gan for the past 18 years. He beganas 
special agent of the Hartford later go- 
ing with the British America and West- 
ern of Toronto for which companies he 
traveled in Michigan for 10 years. For 
the past seven years he has been state 
agent of the Great American in Michi- 
gan. Both Mr. Richards and Mr. Me- 
Adow have thus had a thorough train- 
ing in the field, understand the prob- 
lems of field men and local agents, and 
are, consequently, admirably fitted for 
the new duties which they will now u- 
dertake. 


WESTERN BUREAU TO 
FIGHT FOR ITS'RIGHTS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 
separation was dead follow?tng the is 
suance of notice of the armistice and 
have taken back their old companies. 
It now appears that separation will be 


revived and therefore there will be 
further bewilderment. 
The Western Insurance Bureau i 


its advertisement says this week in part: 

At the recent’ hearing in Chicago it 
was proposed that the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau should reduce commissions 
in clear Bureau agencies to the so-called 
Union scale, to which it would not con 
sent. 

The Western Insurance Bureau does 
not oppose uniform commissions, Pr0- 
vided they are on a basis equitable and 
fair. Such it believes its present scale 
to be; however, it is willing to consider 
any proper changes which do not do 
violence to its sense of right, or the 
rights of the agents of Bureau com- 
panies. No such proposal has yet been 
made. 

The Western Insurance Bureau stands 
for: 

1. The American agency system. 

2. Compensation to agents fair to 
them for service performed and reasot- 
able as a charge on the business. F 

3. Freedom of choice for an agent 
the selection of the companies he desires 
to represent. 

For these it stands firm, and will t 
sist to the utmost of its ability any 4 
tempt from any quarter to force it to 
sacrifice the principles above declared. 
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Directory of Leading Local Agents 


Tue Nationa, Unperwriter Recommends the Followi ng as Among the Prominent and Reliable Agencies with Good Facilities for Exchange and Outside od, ness 


“a 











CALIFORNIA 





MERRICK & RUDDOCK 
General Insurance 
403 S. Hill St. Los Angeles 
W. E. McCULLOUGH, Mgr. 
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Chapman Insurance 


Agency 
GENERAL AGENTS 
U.S. Casualty Co. and agents for 
leading Fire Insurance Companies 


1310 STARKS BLDG., LOUISVILLE, KY. 








ILLINOIS 





FRED S. JAMES & CO. 
Insurance Exchange Building 


Chicago 


LOUISIANA 


Lawton-Byrne-Bruner 
INSURANCE 
Saint Louis 


ne 
Permanent-Title Agency 
General Insurance 
Permanent-Title Bldg. 
Akron, Ohio 














LEON IRWIN & CO., Inc. 
Unexcelled Insurance Facilities. 
NEW ORLEANS, La. 


R. B. JONES & SON 


Kansas City, Missouri 


es, 





ESTABLISHED 1911 
THE OSCAR C. OLT CO, 
All Kinds of Insurance 


202 Ludlow Bldg., Dayton, 0, 


Complete Facilities for Large Lines 























MICHIGAN 





CRITCHELL, MILLER 
WHITNEY & BARBOUR 


Established 1868 
Insurance Exchange Building 


CHICAGO 


The Dyer-Jension-Barry Co. 
Lansing Insurance Agency 
INSURANCE 
208 Capital National Bank Building 
Lansing, Michigan 


Thomas McGee & Sons 
INSURANCE. and SURETY BONDS 
Kansas City, Mo. 





ESTABLISHED 1882 
The Hooven-Huffman Co, 
Callahan Bank Building 
Dayton, Ohio 


Complete Engineering Service—All Lines 




















Eliel and Loeb Company 
Insurance Exchange 


Chicago 











Detroit Insurance Agency 
George J. Grau, Pres. 
Harry L. Newman, Vice Pres. 
George W. Carter, Vice Pres. 
Louis J. Lepper, Sec’y-Treas. 


Dime Bank Bldg. Detroit, Mich. 


E. W. Phillips F. H. Phillips 
E. W. PHILLIPS & SON 
INSURANCE 
Springfield, Mo. 


Faithfully Serving Customers for over Half a Century 
The Evarts-Tremaine-Flicker Co, 
19th Floor Discount Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Complete Insurance Service 
Each Branch of Insurance under Supervision of 
an Expert. Our Engineering and Service 
Department at Your Disposal 








OHIO 














t+ “Largest Agency in Kankakee Co. 
164 No. Schuyler Ave. 
| Kankakee, III. 








S. E. MOISANT CO., Inc. 





INDIANA 


MURPHY & O’BRIEN 
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS 
Tenth Floor, Donovan Building 


DETROIT, MICH. 


NEARE, GIBBS & LENT 


Insurance Specialists 
Fire, Marine, Life, Automobile 
Liability and Surety Bonds 
211 East Fourth St. 
Main 3466 CINCINNATI 


THE C. F. MEDARIS CoO. 
Loans - Insurance 
Surety Bonds 
610 Gardner Bldg., Toledo, Ohio 























FLETCHER 
SAVINGS & TRUST CO. 
GENERAL AGENTS 
New York Indemnity 


Fire Casualty Surety 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Established 1875 


Grinnell-Row Company 
GENERAL INSURANCE 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Charles Anderton H. C. Anderton 


Anderton & Anderton 


517 City National Bank Bldg. 
DAYTON, O. 
“Service at Dayton” 


at CLEVELAND 


The James andManchester Co. 
Service for brokerage accounts 


Write us at 























THE STATE SAVINGS AND 
TRUST COMPANY 
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 
9 East Market St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Complete facilities for handling all lines of 
insurance anywhere in the State of Indiana. 





MINNESOTA 








KANSAS 


St. Paul Insurance Agency 
Incorporated 
Cushing, Dunn & Driscoll 
315 Capital Bank Building 
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Walter P. Dolle & Co. 


“Insures Anything Insurable™ 
: Dixie Terminal Bldg. 
CINCINNATI 
Submit Your Propositions to Us 


THE McELROY Co. 
Hartman Bldg. COLUMBUS, 0. 


Engineering Service Furnished 
in Rate Matters and Inspections. 
Capacity for Any Line, Large or Small 
—Established 1875— 























C. G. BLAKELY & CO. 


Mulvane Bldg. 
Topeka, Kansas 


WM.B. JOYCE &CO., Inc. 


N. W. Mgrs.: NATIONAL SURETY CO. 
General Agents: NEW YORK INDEMNITY CO. 
Local Agents Wanted Where Not Represented 
Complete Fire Insurance Facilities 
Send Us Your Brokerage 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Shipley Insurance 
Agency Company 


(Formerly Edward E. Shipley) 
Insurance and Surety Bonds 
603 First National Bank Bldg. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Established 1899 
FRANK J. MACKLIN 
FIRE INSURANCE 


306-10 Citizens Bank Bldg. 
COLUMBUS, O. 




















WHEELER KELLY AND 
HAGNY COMPANY 


Wheeler Kelly & Hagny Bldg. 
Wichita, Kansas 





THE WARE AGENCY 
INSURORS 
Salesmen’'s Floater 
Musical Instrument 
And Other Miscellaneous 


Personal Fur 
Personal jewelry 
Tourist Floater 


Established 1877 
The Davis-Woodman Co. 
INSURANCE 


Corner Phelps and Boardman Streets 
Youngstown, Ohio 


OKLAHOMA 








ED M. SEMANS & CO. 
Oklahoma's Largest Agency 
All Forms of Insurance and Bonds 
203 Colcord Building 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 














KENTUCKY 


Lines. 
Phoenix Building Minneapolis, Minn. 
MISSOURI 


ESTABLISHED 1870 
The Bruner-Goodhue-Cooke- 
Cranz Agency Co. 
General Insurance 
AKRON, OHIO 


Representing Leading Companies Only: 





L. N. EWING, General Agent 
Commercial Casualty Co. 
Eureka Security F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Merchants Fire Ins. Co. 

DRAWER 1500 TULSA, OKLA. 











Edward J. Miller & Co. 
FIRE AND CASUALTY 
INSURANCE 
Brokerage Solicited 
1006 Starks Bldg., LOUISVILLE, KY. 





Chas. L. Crane Agency Co. 
Underwriters in All Branches 
Thoroughly Trained Engineers 
Representing the Largest Leading Companies 


E leventh Floor Pierce Building 
St. Louis, Mo. 














THE HERBERICH-HALL- 
HARTER CO. 
Insurance-Real Estate 
Mortgage Loans 
AKRON, OHIO 














Dickey-Ashby-Fountain Co. 
GENERAL AGENTS 


Insurance, Loans & Bonds 


1111-1118 Atlas Life Building 
TULSA, OKLA. 
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Directory of Leading 
Local Agents 


OKLAHOMA 


Pearce Porter and Martin 
General Agents 
Exchange National Bank Bldg. 
Tulsa 























——— 








“[f It's Insurance We Write It* Val. 5870 


ROBERT M. EACOCK 
312 W. Grand Ave., Oklahoma City 


Eacock-Kendall Co., “‘The Insurance Men™ 
Associated with Fidelity Trust Company 
Loans—Property Agents 





ic. Lanphier, Jr., Springfield; Charles W. 








SOUTH DAKOTA 








GEO. BOLLES 
REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE 
Office Bolles Block, 402 S. Main 
Phone 2405 
Brokerage Solicited 
ABERDEEN, S. DAK. 








TENNESSEE 





LOVENTHAL BROS. 
Representing Fourteen Strong 
Companies, writing every form of 

INSURANCE 
General Agents Globe Indemnity Co. 
Nashville, Tenn. 





TEXAS 





E. W. Marshall & Co. 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Waco, Texas 








Mitchell, Gartner & Walton 
The Largest Insurance Agency in Texas 
FORT WORTH 








RICE & BELK 
INSURANCE 
Established 1886 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 








MILLER-STEMMONS CO. 
MANNING & ANDREWS 
McDOWELL & CO. 
“Consolidated” 

ANDREWS & McDOWELL, Msgrs. 
Insurance - Bonds 
10014 Main St. Phone X 4141 Dallas, Tex. 





WASHINGTON 





JOHN A. WHALLEY & CO. 


Colman Bldg. SEATTLE 
Representing: 

New Hampshire Fire County Fire 

Granite State Fire Maryland Biccsee Co. 


Fidelity & Deposit Co. 





WISCONSIN 





Carpenter & Rowland 
612 Main St. RACINE, WIS. 





ILLINOIS FEDERATION MEETS 


Large Attendance from All Lines of 
Insurance—Clifford Ireland Was 
the Chief Speaker 


NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 


President—Charles H, Burras, National 
Surety, Chicago. 
Chairman Executive Committee— 


Joseph E. Callender, Ocean Accident, 
Chicago. 
Vice Presidents—oO. J, Arnold, Illinois 


Life, Chicago; Joseph E. Callender, Ocean 
Accident, Chicago; Charles N. Gorham, 
American Fire, Rockford; J. C. Harding, 
Springfield Fire & Marine, Chicago; John 


Olson, Chicago; George D. Webb, 
Chicago, 

Directors—Harve G, Badgerow, Conti- 
nental Casualty, Chicago; Herman 


Bartholomay, Chicago; George A, Bink- 
ert, Quincey; Fred Y. Coffin, Chicago; 
J. B. Comer, Aurora; Harry W. 
Cozad, Rock Island; Lyman M. Drake, 
Chieago; E. A, Ferguson, Union Cen- 
tral Life, Chieago; Wade Fetzer, Fi- 
delity & Casualty, Chicago; W. B. Flick- 
inger, Insurance Co, of North America, 
Chicago; Edgar C. Fowler, New England 
Mutual, Chicago; Wm. E. Hodnett, Lin- 
coln; Louis A. Howes, Peoria; Louis J. 
Kempf, Travelers, Chicago; J, D. LaTeer, 
Agricultural Fire, Chieago; N. C. Me- 
Lean, East St. Louis; D. R. McLennan, 
Chicago; Harry C. MeNamer, Equitable 
Life of New York, Chicago; Chas. L. Rit- 
ter, Murphysboro; George Tramel, Aetna 
Life, Chicago; R. W. Troxell, Springfield; 
H. A. Yates, Aetna Fire, Springfield. 


Clifford Ireland, director of trade and 
commerce of Illinois, was the leading 





CHARLES H. BURRAS 


speaker at the annual meeting of the 
Illinois Insurance Federation held in 
Chicago Friday. Mr. Ireland is well 
acquainted with insurance affairs, having 
been president of the old Western Live 
Stock Insurance Company of Peoria. 
He said that continned and uninter- 
rupted solvency is a cardinal essential 
in which policyholders must be pro- 
tected. The state, he delared, should 
be ever alert to make this protection 
ample and secure. It is a matter of 
common knowledge, he asserted, that 
the income must go from policyholder 
to company and that. companies must 
meet their underwriting loss require- 
ments and the items of expense inci- 
dent to the conduct of the business. 


Tax Burden Is Heavy 


Mr. Ireland launched into the burdens 
levied by the state in the form of 
taxes, licenses and fees on insurance 
companies. He declared that in the last 
analysis, it is the policyholder paying 
an indirect tax that must bear the 








= 





extra burden and not the insurance 





company itself. Illinois imposes a tax 


to $3,500,000 every year while the cost 
of supervision is $112,639. The excess 
of taxes over the amount appropriated 
for supervision in 1923 amounted to $3,- 
418,149. Agency licenses for other com- 
panies than life brought in $119,223 and 
fees for life agents cost $33,221. The 
revenue received from the one item of 
agents certificates for fire and casualty 
would more than be sufficient to pay 
the entire cost of the appropriation 
made for the supervision of the busi- 
ness in Illinois, 


Heavy Burden on Fire Companies 


Mr. Ireland said that total amount 
of tax imposed on the fire companies 
in Illinois inclusive of state and county 
investments and inclusive of fire patrol 
tax amounts to 94 percent of the net 
premiums. This is levied and collected 
regardless of the loss experience of 
these companies. Mr. Ireland said that 
under Governor Lowden’s administra- 
tion a business or privilege tax on all 
corporations was passed, it being intro- 
duced as an administration measure. 
The insurance business protested in 
view of other tax laws that applied spe- 
cifically to insurance. This added to the 
tax burdens on insurance in addition to 
all other state and county taxes, licenses 
and fees, previously paid, the large sum 
of $254,300. The bill exempted Illinois 
corporations, but under the retaliatory 
laws of the several states, Illinois cor- 
porations must pay in these other states 
the amount of tax the corporations of 
other states pay in Illinois. 


Home Companies Discouraged 


Mr. Ireland said that because of the 
heavy taxation burdens Illinois has not 
been able to keep abreast with other 
states in the formation of insurance 
companies and the investment of Illinois 
capital in those companies. Under the 
retaliatory laws insurance companies 
organized in Illinois must pay these ex- 
cessive sums in all states where they 
operate outside of Illinois. Mr. Ireland 
said there is a distintt advantage in or- 
ganizing insurance companies in states 
like Connecticut, for instance, which 
do not impose these excessive bur- 
dens upon the business under the recip- 
rocal laws. They are given encourage- 
ment by being permitted to operate in 
many states with practically no tax 
burdens other than the cost of super- 
vision. 


Effect of Recent Decision 


Mr. Ireland referred to the effect of 
the recent decision of the Illinois Su- 
preme Court on fire companies which 
construes the heretofore accepted per- 
sonal property tax to be a business tax 
and therefore not subject to the same 
amount of credit of equalization as 
other moneys and person al property. 
Therefore the fire companies may be 
required .to pay in -addition to the 
amount already levied th® sum that, he 
said, might reach the staggering amount 
of $30,000,000. Mr. Ireland said, regard- 
ing this tax, “I submit that such a tre- 
mendous item is one which may gravely 
concern the future administration of in- 
surance laws and the functioning of 
some, if not all, of the companies in this 
state, inasmuch as it is a question 
whether or not the companies could 
without impairment or collapse be able 
to assimilate the tremendous amount 
claimed as due.” 


Some Advice Is Given 


Mr. 


down his paper, 


men. He said, 
but you think, eat and sleep insurance. 


body 
You play golf with 


cards with insurance men. 


own business. 


and you recognize the inside 


Ireland made his real hit when 
he finished his formal talk. He threw 
leaned forward and - 
came out with some real straight-from- | ©! 
the-shoulder remarks to the insurance 
“You men are all right 


When you go out to lunch with some- 
it is always an insurance man. 
insurance «men. 
When you play cards, you always play 
What you 
need is the outside viewpoiftt of your "50's 
You have the inside view 
impor- 
tance of your business, but you do not 
really comprehend the high standing 


you. What you need to do is to get out. 
You have always been keenly alert to 
any adverse legislation. But, mark you, 
never have you, in any one instance, 
complimented a ‘legislature when it put 
through a favorable bit of legislation. 
In most cases, when a piece of legisla- 
tion affecting insurance is proposed, you 
are immediately against it. What you 
need to do is take a keen interest in the 
body politic. .1 do not mean politics. 
You should take an interest in civic af- 


fairs. Then, you will be in a better po- 
sition to fight adverse legislation and 
you will have a greater knowledge of 


favorable legislation.” 
J. C, Callender Presided 


Joseph C. Callender of Chicago, man- 
ager of the Ocean Accident and presi- 
dent of the Federation, presided and 
told something of the activities of the 
organization last year. He said that in 
recent months the membership had in- 
creased nine times. The state is well 
organized. He advocated getting every 
Illinois agent as a member. He urged 
insurance men to take an interest in pol- 
itics and see that high grade men are 
nominated in the primaries of both 
parties. He suggested the affiliation with 
the Federation of Fraternals of Illinois. 
He paid high tribute to the work of the 
secretary of the [Illinois Federation, 
Royal N. Allen, who, he said, was on 
the job every minute. 

0. J. Arnold Speaks 


O. J. Arnold, secretary of the Illinois 
Life, in his talk said that the life men 
were not affiliated as they should with 
other lines of insurance, but are doing 
it through the Federation movement. 
He referred to the passage of the IIli- 
nois life laws a few years ago, telling 
how the insurance department and com- 
panies cooperated until Illinois has a 
model set of laws. The policy valuation 
law is now used as the standard in other 
states. 

W. B. Flickinger of Chicago, assistant 
manager of the North America, said 
that most of the troubles in insurance 
are due to the people in it themselves. 
The criticism on part of the public, he 
said, is on account of their lack of 
knowledge of the premium payer. 


Badgerow Is a Speaker 


Harve G. Badgerow of Chicago, vice- 
president of the Continental Casualty, 
said that insurance needs to stand on a 
common ground. The work of the Fed- 
eration, he said, should not depend on 
any particular division of the business 
but all branches should cooperate. He 
said that insurance men should appre- 
ciate the political situation and not wait 
for a catastrophe to happen before they 
got busy. He notices a sad lack of in- 
terest in public and political affairs on 
part of the insurance men. 

John T. Hutchinson of Detroit, secre- 
tary of the Insurance Federation of 
America, was introduced and made a 
brief talk. William M. Wolff of Mil- 
waukee, manager of the Fidelity & De- 
posit and president of the Wisconsin 
Federation, was present. 

Secretary Allen aroused great interest 
in the meeting, attracted a large at- 
tendance and furnished a most interest- 
ing entertainment. After the dinner the 
Federationists went to the gymnasium 
of the Hamilton Club where various 
stunts were put on. The most interest- 
ing was a human checker board, the 
game being played by H. N. Douglass, 
Chicago, assistant manager of the 
Ocean, and R. E. Laley, manager of the 
Illinois branch of the National Bureau 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters. 





West L. Alexander Is Dead 


West L. Alexander of Canton, O., one 
of the oldest local agents in the state, 
died last week, at the age of 76. He 
was born near Frederickton, Pa., April 
25, 1847, and went to Canton in the late 
He opened a local agency in Can- 
ton i in 1876 and remained actively in the 
service until he retired about a year and 
a half ago. Mr. Alexander had one of 
the best insurance law libraries owned 

















and the general good reputation that | 


by a local agent. 
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] 0. P- ODE, President H. J. GREEN, Vice President |f'| |/ OFFICIAL STATEMENT IS ISSUED | 
Rn ee er | BY COMMISSIONERS COMMITTEE 




















| 
i 








— 


HE sub-committee of the fire in- | ern Union, Western Insurance Bureay, 
"T surance committee of the Insurance | Southeastern Underwriters Association, 
Commissioners Convention that met certain non-affiliated companies, other 
with other commissioners in Chicago | interested individuals and company gf, 
| last week to grant a hearing on coni- | ficials were present and were given full 
missions, issued a formal report signed | opportunity to be heard. 

“After due consideration and sever 

















| by Commisioner Dunham of Connect- | 
icut, it being as follows: | attempts to effect an agreement be. 

“The sub-committee of the fire in- tween the parties at interest, all gj 
surance committee of the National Con- | which failed of accomplishment, th 
| 
| 
} 





vention of Insurance Commissioners | Commisioners in attendance at th 


° ° appointed at the December meeting | Meeting felt impelled, because of th 
F r omens orna or al 1923 to consider the resolution of Com- | steadily mounting acquisition cost 9 

l e | missioner Wells of Minnesota, having | fire insurance to the public, to take the 
| reference to the Union-Bureau, separa- 


| following action and insist upon jt, 


General Agencies tion, etc. met in New York Jan. 14. | strict observance: 
WILLIAMS BROS. ELMER F. BAGLEY INVESTMENT CO. E. J. HEAVNER | After a two days’ meeting they ad- Commission Secale Adopted 
Hail Only Topeka, Kansas Tulsa, Oklahoma journed to meet in Chicago Jan. 21. “N ceimeny Gell ene 
Oklahoma |. “At this Chicago meeting the follow- |... ine ol poe cy ind shall 
REYNOLDS BROS. ELLIS & HOLLAND CO. R. H. JENKINS | ing state departments were represented: ey Peis age ago ri de he Irectly, 
Fremont, Nebr. Des Moines, lowa Los Angeles, Calif. | Michigan, Kansas, South Dakota, Ken- | sutomnsbile business, a Coenen 
Ww. J. CARROLL, Hail Only | tucky, Connecticut, Tennessee, Wiscon- , ‘ . ee Ftehd 


compensation exceeding the following 
scale. 

“All commissions are to be computed 
on net premiums only, which are de. 
fined as being the gross premiums, less 
premiums returned upon cancellations 
;| and premiums on policies returned as 
|| | not taken (if the premium noted therein 
||| was included with the gross premiums) 
|| and deducting also all return premiums 


| 
RAY B. DUBOC, ] made by endorsements, and including al] 


additional premiums made by endorse. 


Great Falls, Montana sin, Virginia, Minnesota, Illinois, Mis- 


m | souri, New York, North Dakota, Indi- 
Write General Agents or Company direct for representation |ana, Colorado, Arkansas, Ohio. 

| “Representatives of the National As- 
' sociation of Insurance Agents, West- 


























E. C. GORDON, 


lice- i Secreta || | ments and reinsurances effected by local 
i Vice-President ry | agents to determine the said net pre 
miums. 


Can Be No Side Money 





























“It is understood that this rule for. 
special agency work at the agency, en- 

gineering service, adjustment of losses 

Insurance Company | scat its oh aunt, ie ero 

F S K a a — except that a 

ral reasonable charge for postage and for 

| ort cott, ansas exchange actually purchased shall be 
age on cancelled policies, endorsements, 

! December 3i, 1923 accounts or correspondence being per- 
missible), and to exchange actually paid 


bids allowances of any kind to the 
valuable gifts to the agent, his employ- 
allowed but in no event shall any post- 
n for drafts forwarded to companies. 
| Admitted Assets 
| 


. || agent in excess of the scale of com- 

tomo 1 e || misions enumerated, whether in the 

form of rent, clerk or solicitor’s hire, 

ees, members of his family or other 

. a ee age charge exceed five cents per policy 

Thirteenth Annual Statement Showing Condition issued (no charge or allowance for post- 
Must Render Monthly Account 











| U.S. Gov’t and Miscellaneous Bonds (Market Value) ...........+...$ 914,202.82 no stall be seunieed oa 
In Danks an _ Perr Torr TL OREEEREEEUE UE Lee eee ’ * in which all charges of every character 
| Cash in Banks and Offi a 61,930.40 |) in "which all charges of every ch 
r ) 5 shall be specified and all commissions 
! Real Estate TE I OO ee ee a ae ee ne ee “yer ro ae Se a a Se ee 
| Agents Balances (Net) COMO Clee SCE eSTHHH SC CCC SEH SEH HOSSHHSAHSEGEHSEHSEO®O ry "69 received, shall be stated therein, YY 
| ° : eS t agency account to become a record 0 
| IE I ores os 6 cies slee oc bsccesccescs cusiwess 17, - ; ee ee 2 ae ae 
All other i he ted a ane ols bade 060 SH Bev de ea Mids oe Oba b ROM 18 9 tion by the insurance department. 
|} “This scale of commission is predi- 
|| cated upon the payment of premiums 
| $1,101,538.03 | to the company within 45 days of the 
‘ la close of the month in which the bus 
| vem eee 
- ; on re ra 
| EEE: SEIT TR IOLEL IL OTE SPE DETT OTTO 


“The scale referred to follows: 
ec aneeeenbicnsgnaetannde ae Sina: tathanien. aaeinieinats <a 


! ER OO EE er errr ee 11,301.28 paid upon net premiums, 1, e., the gross 
I} All Other Liabilities premiums less premiums returned up 


a eee ee ee eS ee ae eee ee ee oe 4,279.91 || cancellations and premiums on policies 


| SURPLUS over all Liabilities. ......2:.:0....0c.ec cece ececeeeeeeceeces 264,851.03 returned as not taken (if the premiums 


noted therein are included with the gross 
premiums) and deducting all rebates, and 





reinsurances effected by local agents to 
$1,101,538.03 iehestaies the said net premiums: % 
} percent: 
| $100,000 Voluntary Deposit 90% of Assets in Se ee ae 
| with State of Kansas CASH and BONDS buildings) and their contents (not in 


frame mercantile rows or sensibly 


30,000 P. L. Claims Handled Without a Single Suit affected as to rate by reason of hasart 


ous exposures) and on private barns and 


ndin i Co contents in connection therewith. 
Pe Against the mpany On farm property, except tobaaes = 
. + 4 ifi 
Operating in 10 States Through Local Agents Exclusively Se ee 
Correspondence Solicited On churches, schools (including mat 


ual training), colleges, hospitals (includ- 
ing “sanitariums”). ; 
On homes for the aged, children’ 
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Skating On Thin Ice 
The man who skates on thin ice gets a lot of 
excitement but does he get any more skating 
than the man who stays nearer the shore? 
Sooner or later thin ice will break. Why 





take chances? 


Furnish your clients with insurance in safe 


and solid companies. 


WESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK 


Western Department 
1010 Fisher Building, Chicago 


Established in 1837 


} homes, 








strictly charitable institutions 
and contents, 

On buildings owned and occupied ex- 
clusively by Y. M. C. A. and contents 
insured therewith. 

On all risks supported by public taxa- 
tion (including jails), excepting penal 
and reformatory institutions, excepting 
state and county fair ground property 
and excepting risks where power is used 
(other than pumping and lighting sta- 
tions). 

On contents of buildings not excepted 
above 

On automobile business 


On automobiles contained in private 
garages where policy form limits Habil- 
ity during the entire term to private 


garage occupancy. 

Definition of Public Building—A public 
building is defined as a building either 
built, purchased, or maintained at the 
expense of taxpayers, whether belonging 
to a township, school district, city, muni- 
] county or state, but does not 
city, town or suburban electric, 
cable or animal power railroad property. 
Note—Commissions allowable upon 
contents owned by a tax imposing body, 
but contained in a rented building of 
miscellaneous occupancy, is limited to 15 
percent. 

Cement or concrete block, veneered and 
ironclad buildings class as frame in con- 
sidering the 20 percent class. 

o * . 












Twenty percent on solid brick, stone 
and solid concrete or burnt clay hollow 
tile mercantile and (or) hotel buildings 
(not contents). N. B.—Warehouse build- 
ing are not “stores” and only come under 
mercantile class when used in connection 
with a “store” occupied for sale of mer- 
chandise. It being understood that the 
term “mercantile” may include small 
non-hazardous classes of occupancies 
when approved and promulgated. A 
building otherwise entitled to 20 percent 
commission shall not be rendered in- 
eligible by the following occupancies: 

Automobile salesroom (with service 
station employing not to exceed 5 hands). 














3akeries, retail (not exceeding five 
hands). Barber shop. Billiard and pool 
hall. sowling alley. Candy making 


(hand power—not exceeding two hands). 
Cigar factory (not exceeding five hands). 
Electrical supplies (with small repair- 


ing). Furniture stores (with small re- 
pairing, no upholstering). Hardware 
stores (having ordinary tin shop not 


exceeding three hands). Moving picture 
theaters (where there is no theater para- 
phernalia, such as stage, scenery, or 
dressing rooms). Milk depots. Meat 
shops (without power). Marble shops 
(without power). Photograph galleries, 
Plumbing shops (not exceeding five 
hands). Printing offices (not exceeding 
five hands). Restaurant or saloon. 
Tailor shop (not exceeding five hands). 
Turkish baths. 
= 7 + 

Twenty percent: On solid brick, stone 
and solid concrete or burnt clay hollow 
tile office, club or lodge buildings, in- 
cluding contents appropriate to such oc- 

cupancies, but not including store fur- 





niture and fixtures or stocks of merchan- 











dise. (This includes armories not owned 
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Boston 


Insurance Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1923 


BE. « ciccccnccecescescecvcens 


Capital 
Net Surp 


FIRE—MARINE—AUTOMOBILE— 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE—EX- 
PLOSION—RIOT and CIVIL 


COMMOTION—TORNA- 
DO—R E N T S—USE 
and OCCUPANCY 
—TOURISTS’ 


$12,876,825.52 
7,718,456.27 
4,158,369.25 
1,000,000.00 
5,158,369.25 


























BAGGA( 


STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1923 






MARINE— 
AUTOMOBILE— 
RIOT and CIVIL 
COMMOTION—EX- 
PLOSION — SPRINK- 


OCCUPANCY — TOURISTY 


Old Colony 


Insurance Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


Ria tidnd cet euk sovd canes shvdcobbeseivbetbetehecs sex $4,401 
Liabilities. ...... ccc ccc ccccccccccccccestececccsccsescseces 1,853,494, 
ee ee 1,547,590. 
Capital ...... Loy Sade teveutecvdeudsapen seenSeuesseee 1,000,000. 
Net Surplus to Policyholders .......-..6++eeeeeeeeeeereeeee 2,547,5 






















Western Department 


Lansing, Michigan 


Rawlings & Hewett, Managers 


HOME OFFICE, 87 Kilby St., Boston, Mass. 
Pacific Coast Department 
230 Sansome St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Charles A. Colvin, Manager 




















by public, gymnasiums and Turner halls.) 
On solid brick, stone and solid con- 
crete or burnt clay hollow tile telephone 
exchange buildings and contents (where 
occupancy is exclusive). 

On solid brick, stone and solid concrete 
or burnt clay hollow tile public hall 
buildings, without stage or scenery. 
(Theaters and opera houses with stage 
and scenery only 15 percent.) 

. > > 

Definition of mercantile building — 
Mercantile buildings are defined to be 
such as are occupied for stores exclu- 
sively, or mercantile warehouses used 
exclusively in connection therewith (pro- 
vided such warehouses are not occupied 
for purposes more hazardous than those 
for which the store building is occupied), 
or for stores, and, in addition thereto, 
for either or all of the following pur- 
poses, viz.: For offices, for public halls 
without stage or scenery, or for dwell- 
ings. 

. 7. 

Fifteen percent commission on all 
classes not heretofore enumerated. 

Note—Gasoline filling stations are to 
be classed as special hazards and are 
entitled to but 15 percent commission. 

Upon all buildings in course of con- 
struction such commissions may be al- 
lowed as the rules would permit were 
the buildings completed and occupied. 

The commission for use and occupancy 
insurance shall be the same as permissi- 
ble for fire insurance on the building. 














children’s 





Buildings which are subjects of rent 
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Scottish Gnion X& National Insurance Company 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
Established 1824 


Assets, $9,178,569 Liabilities, $4,447,531 
Policy Holders Surplus, $4,731,038 


WRITES 
Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Rents, Sprink- 
ler Leakage, Use and Occupancy, Explo- 
sion, Riot and Civil Commotion 


J. H. VREELAND, Manager J. H. McCORMICK, Secretary 




















insurance should be classified in the 
same manner and receive the same com- 
missions as that applicable to like build- 
ings in the case of fire insurance. 


“The foregoing scale to be operative, | 


throughout the United States, effective 
Feb, 1, 1924 in all territory outside of 
the so-called excepted cities in the west- 
ern territory and the so-called large 
cities throughout the remainder of the 
country. 


“In the excepted cities and the large | 


cities referred to the foregoing scale 


shall become operative not later than | 


July 1, 1924. 

“Commissions to brokers, so-called, 
throughout the country shall not exceed 
10 percent, computed in the same man- 
ner aS commissions are arrived at under 
the foregoing scale. 

“The companies, agents and insur- 
ance commissioners shall co-operate in 
the elimination of multiple agencies and 
in the support of local board rules and 
regulations previously agreed upon. 

“Tt is our judgment that the foregoing 
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Organized 1859 


NATIONAL LIBERTY 


i INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 

! Head Office: 709 Sixth Avenue, New York Western Department: 207 North Michigan Boulevard, Chicago 
4 Losses paid since organization over 56 millions. 

DISTINCTIVE AGENCY SERVICE IS MAKING THE NATIONAL 
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MAN IN HIS HOME TOWN._ THINK IT OVER! 
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Its Name Indicates Its Character. 


American National Fire Insurance 
Company “oro 
Capital $500,000 

CHAUNCEY B. BAKER, President 


Progressive, Yet Conservative. 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 


JOHN A. DODD, Secretary 








as 
scale of commissions is reasonable, ag. 
equate and fair to the public, compan 

and agents and its adoption by al] co; 

panies will eliminate any possibility g 
future separation and disturbances of 
agencies to which we are unalterably 
opposed.” 


Madison Changes Hands 


_L. S. MacEnaney, president and J 
Floyd Irish, secretary, have disposed af 


| their interests in the Madison Insurane 





Company with home office at Indiang 
olis to a group of Terre Haute bor 
ness men who plan to strengthen th 
company financially. A new boarg of 
five directors has been elected who ay 
also the officers as follows: President 
D. O. Griffith; vice president, Willis # 
Mullen; secretary, R. Beauchamp: 
treasurer, Cloyd H. Fletcher, and gen. 
eral counsel, L. R. Hilleary. Mr, rif. 
fith is a member of the local agency 
firm of Griffith & Merrifield at Term 
Haute, Ind. These same men are jp. 
terested in the promotion of the Amer. 
can Agents Life, which will operat 
under the legal reserve deposit laws of 


Indiana with $100,000 capital. Mr, Mac. 
Enaney has opened an_ independent 
agency. Mr. Irish will stay with the 


new management of the Madison a 
least for the present. The Madison js 
an old charter company which does not 
have to be licensed by the Indiana de. 
partment. 


Excess Commissions Charged 


NEW YORK, Jan. 30.—From Dalks 
comes word that brokers are being paid 
full agency commissions by certain com. 
panies. Managers fear that unless the 
excess commission evil ceases it will 
spread to Houston, San Antonio and 
other leading Texas cities. There js 
some talk of the insurance commissioner 
taking a hand in the situation, 


Death of Frank D. Holland 


Frank D. Holland, assistant manager 
of the southern department of the 
Queen, died at Atlanta Tuesday follow- 
ing three days’ illness. He had bee 
with the company 25 years. 


To Publish Insurance Literature 

NEW YORK, Jan. 30.—Proceeds of the 
Howe Memorial Fund will be used by 
the Insurance Society of New York to 
publish literature of value to the fra- 
ternity and for the purchase of books 
for its library. 


Gets Out No Amount Policy 


The National Fire of Hartford has 
gotten out a no-amount automobile pol- 
icy. The company feels that this is the 
policy of the future and will be the one 
that will be the most satisfactory all 
around. 


Agents Before N. Y. Legislature 


ALBANY, N. Y., Jan. 30.—Local agents 
are interested in proposed new stale 
legislation and yesterday expressed thelr 
views before the house committee o 
insurance. 














Personal Jewelry and Furs 


“ALL RISK” cover against loss or damage wherever located 
and in any situations. 
Rates and Form Attractive. 


MARSH & MCLENNAN 


175 W. Jackson Boulevard, CHICAGO = 
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CH. A. LEMP, President 
HENRI F. DAVID, Secretary 


The Indemnity Company of America 


SAINT LOUIS 


EARL C. THOMPSON, V. P. & G. M. 
WM. J. LEMP, Jr., Treasurer 


Writing Automobile Insurance 


Exclusively 


WE INVITE THE PATRONAGE OF AGENTS AND 
BROKERS WHO DESIRE THEIR ASSURED TO 
HAVE THE PROTECTION AND SERVICE OF A 
COMPANY THAT IS OWNED AND MANAGED BY 
MEN WITH TWENTY YEARS’ GENERAL AGENCY 
EXPERIENCE AND HAS THE REPUTATION OF 
FAIR AND PROMPT SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS 
SINCE THE COMPANY STARTED TO WRITE 
BUSINESS OVER SIX YEARS AGO. 


FIRE— THEFT—LIABILITY 


PROPERTY DAMAGE—COLLISION 


WRITTEN IN ONE CONTRACT AND NEVER A 
QUESTION WITH THE ASSURED WHICH COM- 
PANY COVERS THE ACCIDENT OR CLAIM. 


WE are issuing a new contract which is so brief 
_ that your assured will read it and can understand it. 
_ Practically all the “exclusions” have been eliminated 
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MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS 








Will We Reap the Whirlwind? 


Ir would appear from the action of 
the insurance commissioners in issuing 
a pronunciamento on commissions to 
be paid agents following a hearing in 
Chicago last week that the insurance 
companies have come to the conclusion 
that they were not able to decide on 
how to run their own business but find 
it necessary to call in state officials to 
do this for them. This is not said i 
the way of satire or jest. The companies 
in competitive strife were not able to 
maintain rates. Demoralization was ap- 
parent in many states. Discrimination 
was made. Some premium payers were 
compelled to pay much more propor- 
tionately than others in the same class. 
The state was compelled to step in and 
regulate rates because the insurance 
companies could not get together among 
themselves. At that time the entrance 
of the state in a paternal relationship was 
deplored by some of the far-visioned men 
in the business. 

The commissioners have no authority 
to say to the insurance companies what 
they shall pay to their agents or what they 
shall pay for supplies or advertising. 
These are all matters of private contract. 
However, it would seem that the com- 
panies in the middle west especially have 
not been able to get together and settle 
their difficulties. The business has been 
more or less disturbed. Mixed agencies 
have been upset. There has been sharp 
skirmishing throughout the field. 

Some of the commissioners have been 
itching for more power. They have appre- 
ciated the fact that they did not have the 
authority to regulate commissions. They 
were looking for some loophole that would 


let them in on the gravy. They have 
found it. With avidity they took advan- 
tage of it. Perhaps no one would acknowl- 
edge that even the discretionary power of 
an insurance commissioner would author- 
ize him to set any sort of limit on com- 
missions. Commissions evidently are at- 
tacked because they constitute the largest 
single element in the expense item. 

The outcome of the insurance commis- 
sioners hearing in Chicago presents some 
interesting angles. The WerstrerN UNION 
companies, momentarily at least, are able 
to sit on the side lines and watch what the 
Bureau and the insurance commissioners 
will do. In other words, the fight, at least 
in part, has been diverted from the two 
company organizations to a contest be- 
tween the WeEsTERN INSURANCE BUREAU 
and the insurance commissioners who de- 
livered the famous ukase on commissions, 
The excepted cities that have been in ex- 
istence for 40 years or more, with one 
single stroke of the pen, are abolished at 
least on paper by the insurance commis- 
sioners July 1. 

It may be impossible for the insurance 
interests to settle their own internal dif- 
ficulties. Yet it seems to us there are 
certainly enough broad-minded, able, ex- 
perienced men conducting fire insurance 
today 


friendly and logical lines. To our mind, 


the very fact that the insurance com- 
to 
regulate commissions is a most danger- 
Are we not sowing to the 
winds, and will we not reap the whirl- 
In our estimation, a most critical 


missioners have assumed authority 


ous sign. 
wind? 
situation presents itself. The situation 
calls for real insurance statesmanship. 


Little Heard of the Minor Lines 


Harp times lead to hard work, and 
when the premium income was falling 
from the high mark, agents were much 
interested in minor lines. The year 
1923 showed a strong upward tendency 
in premiums and little was heard of 
the small feeders that two or three 
years ago were urged upon the agents. 
Renewals on the minor lines may have 
been followed up in routine fashion, but 
prior to the publication of detailed fig- 
ures it is a reasonable-guess that the 
premiums outside the main lines will 
show a falling off for last year. 

Yet there is money for agents in the 
smaller lines. The trouble is they 
quire more work in proportion to the 
premium in sight than the fire or auto- 


re- 


mobile or tornado coverages. 


dollars. 


stuff at all. 


typewritten list of the minor 


only find his income increased for the 
year, but would make acquaintances 
and establish business relations that 


would undoubtedly lead to bigger busi- 
There are good business 


ness later on. 
builders in the side lines, 





who can think things out along 


An agent 
who is making a little more money than 
last year is not inclined to utilize his 
spare half-hours in earning a couple of 
In fact, when business is easy 
he probably does not think of the small 
If he would paste up a 
lines 
where he was sure to see it frequently, 
and make a practice of going out and 
selling a specialty policy whenever he 
had a little spare time, he would not 





Clifford Ireland, director of trade and 
commerce in Illinois, is giving personal 
supervision to the insurance department, 
Mr. Ireland has a number of depart- 
ments under his supervision, but the 
major part of his time is now being 
given to insurance supervision. Mr, 
Ireland was formerly president of the 
Western Live Stock Insurance Com- 
pany of Peoria, He has been affiliated 
with insurance in many ways and is well 
informed on the subject. He finds the 
insurance department more congenial 
than any other branch in his division. 


Mr. Ireland is assuming personal re- 
sponsibility for the activities of the 
department. He is a man who has had 


wide experience in business. He is a 
former congressman from Peoria and 
had a good record while in Washing- 
ton. Personally he is a most likable 
individual. 


Corey J. Spencer, a well known in- 
surance man of Jackson, Mich., who is 
secretary of the W. B. Webb Co., has 
been awarded the Croix de Chevalier de 
Merite Agricole as an appreciation of 
his service to France. Mr. Spencer con- 
ducts a thrifty dairy farm at Eaton 
Rapids. Something over two years ago 
he learned that agricultural districts in 
France were suffering from lack of high 
quality dairy cattle. During the world 
war the live stock in the invaded re- 
gions was killed or driven away. Under 
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, 
the Germans made restitution with re- 
spect to cows, but the dairymen in 
France did not have the high grade sires 
that were on the farms before the war 
period. In order to assist to bring 
about better conditions Mr. Spencer 
sent over two of his pure bred bulls 
and authorized the French government 
to dispose of them as they saw fit. 

Not long ago he received a certificate | 
from France and also an appreciative 
letter from the French consul at Chi- 
cago, Antoine Barthelemy. The formal 
badge will arrive in due season and the 
presentation will be made. Mr. Spen- | 
cer was recently elected a member of 
the board and vice-president of the 
newly organized Farmers & Working | 
Men’s Savings Bank of Jackson. He 
is president of the Jackson County Hol- 
stein-Freisian Association. 


Fred A. Hubbard, a director of the 
Hanover Fire and prior to his retire- 
ment from the office a year ago, vice- 
president, is enjoying life at Fort Meyer, 
Fla. Ever a keen angler Mr. Hubbard 
is getting a lot of fun fishing just now, | 
unperturbed by thoughts of loss ratios, 
enforced separation, uniform 
sions and other problems perplexing the 
underwriter still actively in the harness. 
Entirely too young a man to be per- 
manently out of the business Mr. 
Hubbard’s friends are looking forward 
to his reentry into the ranks, and hope 
that he may conclude so to do at an 
early date. 





Henry W. Capen, a grandson of 
Henry Capen, who founded the Capen 
Insurance Agency of Bloomington, III. 
in 1876, has become interested in the 
firm. Henry W. Capen has been en- 
gaged in the business conducted by his 


father, Fred B. Capen, since graduating 
from the University of Wisconsin in 
1922. The Capen Agency at Bloom- 


ington has long been one of the foremost 
in the state. It will now be the Capen 
Investment Co. 

W. R. Kendall, who has had charge 
of the fire insurance desk of the Illinois 
insurance department at Springfield, IIl., 
has been promoted to chief examiner of 
the casualty, surety and fraternal com- 
panies. He succeeds Lucius Pfouts, 
who recently resigned. Mr. Kendall is 
a lawyer by profession and has been 
connected with the department for a 
number of vears. He is a man of fine 
training. He is now making his head- 


has 


|} water; 


commis- | 


| memorial tablets, 


quarters at 1018 Otis building in (pj 


where the insurance department 
its branch office. Associated with 
him are three examiners, Thomas K 
Sprague, Henry F. Schmidt and Charles 
J. Fandrick. Mr. Kendall has charge 
not only of the stock companies but the 
mutuals, reciprocals and Lloyds. 


Charles C. Judd, founder of the 
agency of Judd & Parsons, doing bygj. 
ness in Holyoke and Springfield, anq 
established years ago died at his 
home there last week, aged 7 72. He had 
been active in the insurance business 
here until within a few weeks, Ip 
October, 1922, he celebrated his golden 
anniversary in the business with a gath. 
ering of prominent company executives 
and others. 

While an office boy in local mills he 
took the agency of two fire companies, 
in 1872. In 1876 he opened an ingyr. 
ance office and occupied the same office 
for 43 years. In 1883 he took as partner 
F. D. Parsons. In 1892 the agency 
took over the business of F. A. Judd 
in Springfield. Mr. Judd was first pres. 
ident of the Insurance federation of 
Massachusetts, serving two terms. He 
was formerly active in the New Eng. 
land Insurance Exchange. In his later 
life Mr. Judd traveled much and had 
crossed the Atlantic 17 times and the 
Pacific five times. He had made one 
trip “around the world. 


cago, 


52 


On the “Indiana Insurance Day” 
program at Indianapolis recently there 
were two names with the golden handle 

“Hon.” before them. One was Thomas 
R. Marshall, who served for eight years 
as vice-president of the United States, 
The other was Clyde B. Smith of Lans- 
ing, Mich., local agent and president of 
the Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents. One of the speakers referred 
to this discrimination and tried to find 
a formula for placing the prefix “Hon.” 
to a name. It was suggested that the 
proof of the program had probably been 


| sent to Mr. Smith and that he with his 


own hand had given himself this title. 
The truth came out, however, when 
James Victor Barry, former Michigan 
insurance commissioner, spoke at the 
banauet. He said that in his early days 
Clyde Smith was an agent for Honduras 
therefore he got the, name 
attached to himself. 


W. R. Weir of Davenport, 


“Hon.” 


Ta., the 


well known local agent. is celebrating 
his 53rd anniversary. He sends out a 
printed circular on yellow paper with 
ereen ink. This is the way that Mr. 
Weir puts it: 

T trust in you. 

One of the many poor “separated” 
local agents. 


Fifteen percent too small to live on. I 
need your help. 

Fifty-third anniversary donations ex- 
cepted. For 35 years I have donated to 
new presidents, west- 
ern managers’ birthdays, picnics, special 
agents, babies, three pair twins, rocking 
chairs, rugs, etc., etc., two 100 annivers- 
aries and whatthell. W. R. Weir, Febru- 
ary 14. 

My mother was always proud of her 
valentine and I’m not too proud to ask 


| for “one new risk.” I need a watch, 4 
fur coat and Scotch. (Don’t duplicate 
on the coat.) 


The yellow paper is in memory of my 
father—an Orangeman—the green ink to 
show I'm neutral. 


The latest product of the versatility of 
Roy L. Nicholson, most loyal gandet 
of the Wisconsin Blue Goose, is a new 
compilation of Blue Goose parodies ‘0 
popular songs of the day. Gander Nich- 
olson is acknowledged poet laureate of 
the Blue Goose, and is winner of thé 
national Blue Goose ode contest. In 
addition to this he writes successful 
short stories and motion pictures scenaf- 
ios, as well as popular song hits. 





of this does not interfere with his being 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 42) 
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TITLE GUARANTEE OPINION 


Attorney General’s Office Discloses 
That Outside Companies Can Write 
Policies Without Being Licensed 


Judge C. S. Younger, special counsel 
in charge of insurance matters in_ the 
ofice of the attorney general of Ohio, 
has given an opinion as to the rights 
of title guarantee and trust companies 
incorporated under the Ohio laws. In 
the first place the attorney general was 
asked whether foreign title insurance 
companies can insure the title to lands 
located in Ohio without qualifying to 
do business in the state. Further he 
was asked whether Ohio corporations 
organized to do this business having 
deposited with the treasurer of the state 
$50,000 in securities required by the 
law, can insure titles to real estate sit- 
vated in another than the designated 
county in which the head office is lo- 
cated, without making an additional de- 
posit of securities for any other county. 

Judge Younger holds that outside 
companies can solicit business in Ohio 
without being licensed provided they 
do not send an agent in the state. The 
United States Supreme Court in the 
case of Allgeyer vs. Louisiana, reported 
in 165 U. S. Report 578 has been rec- 
ognized as the ‘settled law of this coun- 
try since 1897. The following language 
was used: “The right of a citizen of a 
state to send a notification by mail to 
an insurance company in another state 
which is not authorized to do business 








in the staté where he resides, in order 
that insurance previously provided for 
by a valid contract made and to be 
performed outside the state might at- 
tach to the property specified in a ship- 
ment mentioned in the notice, although 
the property was then within the state, 
cannot be prohibited by a state statute 
since that right is included in the ‘lib- 
erty’ of the citizens which is protected 
against deprivation without due process 
of law.” 


Case Came Up in Louisiana 


In that case Louisiana enacted a sta- 
tute which undertook to forbid any per- 
son or corporation from effecting in- 
surance on the property then in the 
state in any marine company which 
had not complied in all respects with 
the law of the state. Allgeyer was a 
cotton exporter and had entered into 
an insurance contract for an open pol- 
icy of marine insurance covering ship- 
ment of cotton from New Orleans with 
the Atlantic Mutual of New York. This 
company had not complied with the 
laws of Louisiana. The contract was a 
New York contract, valid there. The 
premiums were paid there and the 
losses if any, were to be adjusted and 
paid there. The property insured, 
however, was located in Louisiana. 
The facts brought the case squarely 
in conflict with the statute enacted by 
Louisiana. The United States Supreme 
Court held that the Atlantic Mutual 
had the right to enter into a contract 
in New York with citizens of Louisiana 
for the purpose of insuring the prop- 
erty of its citizens even if that prop- 





erty were in Louisiana. Citizens of | 
Louisiana had the right, the court said, | 
to enter into a contract with an insur- 
ance company for the same purpose 
The attorney general holds therefore 
that foreign title insurance companie 
can do business in Ohio without being 
licensed. 


| 


Can Write Beyond Home County 


Regarding the second question as to 
whether an Ohio company can do busi- 
ness in another county, Judge Younger 
said that it was apparent that the legis- 
lature intended to limit the operation 
of guaranty and trust companies to 
one county and evidently that they 
should only carry on their business and 
exercise their powers in one county 
with the single exception of the busi- 
ness of title insurance. He says that 
manifestly the original deposit gives 
the right to insure titles to lands lo- 


MAY MANDAMUS DEPARTMENT 





Cruikshank May Seek to Force Super- 
intendent Conn to Relicense at 
Termination of Fiscal Year, 





COLUMBUS, OHIO., Jan. 28—It is 
reported here that F, R. Cruikshank Co., 
insurance brokers of New York City, 
will endeavor to secure through man- 
damus proceedings a renewal of their 
license in this state should Superintend- 
ent Conn carry out his threat of its 
cancellation on Feb, 29, when its present 
limit expires. The Ohio representative 
of Cruikshank & Co. was notified to 
appear before Mr. Conn today and 
answer inquiries regarding the affairs of 
his office. For some years past Cruik- 
shank & Co, have specialized in the 
equipment of industrial and mercantile 





cated in other counties of the state so 
long as the business is not conducted 
in such other county or counties through 
branch offices. That is a company can 
issue its policies from its home office 
on property in other counties. The 
making of an additional deposit gives 
the company the right to open branch 
offices, issue its policies and do all 
things necessary incident to the 
business of title insurance in an addi- 
tional county. 


Goodwin to Be Honored 


The field men of Ohio will give a com- 
plimentary dinner to W. B. Goodwin, 
former state agent of the Aetna, who 
has been elected secretary of the World 
F. & M., the new Aetna company, in 


Columbus, Feb. 5. 


The Ohio Automobile Underwriters As- 
sociation will hold its annual meeting 
March 4. 





propertes with automatic and other fire 
prevention devices, contracting to install 
the equipment at their own expense in 
return for a pledge of control of insur- 
ance upon the property for a term of 
years. Under the arrangement the 
assured continues to pay the old rate 
for his indemnity during the life of his 
contract, following which the sprinkler 
equipment is to be his without further 
cost. Cruikshank & Co. make their 
profit through the saving in premiums 
between the non-sprinklered and sprink- 
lered rates. The idea is not original 
with the firm, having been started by 
another New York City brokerage 
house years ago. To pay for the sprink- 
ler equipments called for funds far in 
excess of those had by Cruikshank & 
Co., and to aid in its plans the brokerage 
house sold a big block of its stock to 
the Glens Fails, which in turn was given 
the call in the placing of business. To 





overcome criticism the arrangement with 





LOYAL TO FRIENDS, AND TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secretary 


FIREMEN'S 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Newark, N. J. 


Organized 1855 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITILS 


Cesta ..... $2,250,000.00 
All other 

liabilities. . 9,004,301.01 
Net Surplus.. 4,436,386.20 





Total .... . .$15,690,687.21 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$6,686,386.20 





Henry M. Gratz, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Davis G. Vaughan, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett. Secy. 


Girard Fe M. 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1853 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ..... $1,000,000.00 
All other 
liabilities. . 2,665,678.50 


Net Surplus.. 1,110,233.48 





‘shawna $4,775,911.98 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$2,110,233.48 














Neal. Bassett, President 
Jofin Kay, Vice-Pres. 
John A. Snyder, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


and Treas. 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 





Capital ..... $ 600,000.00 
All other 

liabilitfes.. 1,916,251.22 
Net Surplus.. 945,537.10 
TE 65 cine $3,461,788.32 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$1,545,537.10 











me 


H. M. Schmitt, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Thos. A. Hathaway, Secretary 
A. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


National 
Ben Franklin 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Organized 1866 

Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ..... $1,000,000.00 

All other 

liabilities... 1,329,033.00 


Net Surplus.. 1,452,589.09 








Total Assets .$3,781,622.00 


Surplusto Policyholders, \ 
$2,452,589.00 








Western Department— 137 South La Salle Street—Chicago, Illinois 


WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


H. R. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary 


J. H. Gwinn, General Supt. of Agents 
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F.. 1. BOLTON 


Adjuster 


1807 Insurance Exchange 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Phones: Wabash 0522 and 2410 _—Residence: Lake View 4638 

















Hundreds of satisfied policy- 
holders are evidence of the spirit 
of service: and the financial 
strength of this company. 


In addition, the constant in- 
crease in our business points to 
a fine record of steady growth 
for 


The Henry Clay 


Fire Insurance Co. 


CLAUDE F. SNYDER 
Vice-President and Manager 





The Sign of a 
Reliable Policy. 


LEXINGTON, KY. 








| 
| 
| 


the insurance company was terminated 
some months ago, its stock in the brok- | 
erage firm being taken up by outside 
capital. 


| ville, O., 


Half Million Loss at Bellaire 


Fire, the loss in which, it is estimated, 
will reach $500,000, destroyed the plant 
of the 3ellaire Enamel Company at 
sellaire, O., Saturday. Heavy wind and 
the explosion of chemicals made the 
work of the firemen hazardous. Firemen 
from Martin’s Ferry and Wheeling, W. 
Va., responded to calls for help. 

The loss is about four-fifths covered by 


| insurance. 


The fire was discovered about 12:30 


|p. m., in the press room, where an over- 


|} touched off 
|} soaked material. 


furnace is believed to have 
explosion. The explosion 
large quantities of oil- 
This caused the flames 
to spread rapidly and within a short time 


heated 
caused an 


| the building known as the press room was 


caused the 
roof, to 


terrific gale 
reached the 


in flames. A 
flames, which had 


|} spread to adjoining buildings, and by the | 


| Michigan Association’s 




















Kirby Building 


ee 


ee 
f] 


WE INSURE ANYTHING 


THE E. P. LENIHAN COMPANY 
Cleveland, Ohio 


time the three Bellaire fire companies ar- 
rived the blaze was already beyond con- 
trol. 


Ohio Agency Changes 
Having accepted the position of as- 
sistant manager of the Ohio Masonic 
Home at that place, Charles Bancroft of 
Springfield, O., has sold his agency to 
Clarence L. Stevens and Oliver K. Corn- 
well, The business will be conducted 

under the name of C. L, Stevens, 
Harry H. Hill, insurance man at Mil- 


| ford, O., 


|} almighty dollar, 
the square.’ 


——= 
has taken his son, Forre 
the business with him. ; rest into 
D. W. Hayward of Conneaut, 0 h 
sold his insurance agency to John ¢ 
Soet. ’ 
The L. R. Hoover agency at Clarks 
has been transferred to Clin. 
ton Madden, a banker of that place - 
Miss Shirley Hare has taken over the 
fire insurance agency of her father the 
late Cyrus D. Hare, of Upper Sandusky 
O., who died recently. _ 






Stafford Spoke at Cincinnati 

One hundred and fifty members of the 
Insurance Society of Cincinnati were Dres. 
ent to hear the speaker of the evening 
John F. Stafford, western manager of the 
Sun. He was introduced by the Past 
President, Carl Kleve, as “a self-maie 
man who has made a good job of it.” y, 
Stafford chose for, his subject, “Opporty. 
nity,” stressing the need of fellowship as 
an aid in business life. He said: “The 
happiest of us all is the one who realizes 


| before too late that fellowship is the one 


true light, and no matter what competitigg 
may bring forth in the sordid business of 
insurance and the mad scramble for the 
man to Man we are op 


, 


Ohio Notes 

Fire caused a loss of $100,000 to three 
buildings of the Mitchell Furniture Com. 
pany in Cincinnati. 

Fire caused a loss estimated at $35,009 
in the plant of the Buckeye Rubber Man. 
facturing Company at Willoughby, 0, 

W. L. Alexander, aged 78, one of the 
oldest insurance men in Ohio, died at his 
home in Canton Sunday. He had been 
in the insurance business for half a cen. 
tury. 
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BULLETIN IS STORM CENTER 


Comment on/| 
State Tax Brings Out Torrent 


Of Political Condemnation 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 29.—Insur- 
ance Commissioner L. T. Hands is con- 
templating action to thwart what he 
characterized as “insidious propaganda” 
in the latest bulletin issued by George 
Brown, of this city, director of publicity 
for the Michigan Association of Insur- 
ance Agents. The bulletin which was 
sent out to all members of the associa- 
tion and members of the legislature, in 
which Mr. Brown is a representative 
from Wayne county, takes up the matter 
of state taxation on premiums largely 
through the presentation of an editorial 
by John A. Russell, editor of the “Mich- 
igen Manufacturer & Financial Record” 
in which is pointed out that at least 5 


| 
| 
cl] 





Capital Stock, $250,000.00 
Assets, $762,000.00 


THE 


CASUALTY 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


AUTOMOBILE 
PLATE GLASS 
CASUALTY LINES 


B. D. LECKLIDER, Pres. 





HAMILTON 








Policy Holders’ Surplus 
$420,000.00 


AUTOMOBILE 
PLATE GLASS 
CASUALTY LINES 


HOWARDSLONEKER, Secy. 








cents out of every dollar. paid in prem- 
iums by insurance buyers is used for 
the payment of state taxes in spite of 
the fact that these same people are also 
taking care of other forms of state tax- 
ation to defray general expenses. It also 
states that while the expense of con- 
ducting the insurance department last 
year was only $66,477.85 the department 
collected $1,792,106.19 in taxes on prem- 
miums, the difference between these two 
amounts having been paid into the 
general fund of the state. 

According to Mr. Hands, collections 
from the premium tax after payment 
of the expenses of the insurance depart- 
ment are diverted to the primary school 
fund and not the general fund. Mr. 
Hands also contends that no mention 
was made in the bulletin of the fact 
that the tax on premiums was collected 
only from non-resident companies and 
that Michigan companies are _ not 
assessed. 

Brown Reaffirms Position 


In reaffirming his position in the 
matter Mr. Brown said to a represen- 
tative of THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER: 
“Tt seems to me aside from the point as 
to whether or not taxes on insurance 
premiums in Michigan are placed into 
the general fund or the school fund, 
the fact remains that they are intended 
to defray the expenses of the insurance 
department and not to constitute a form 
of indirect taxation on the buyer ot 
insurance to meet general expenses of 
the state government for which other 
taxes are levied and paid by these same 
buyers. Eventually a large part of this 
burden is shifted to the ultimate con- 
sumer who is most often the worker. 
Furthermore it is not fair to the insut- 


| ance business any more than it is to the 
| insurance buyer and it is therefore high 


time that the 30,000 insurance men It 


Boneh ; 
Michigan are waking up to the need for 


political action and use of voting 


| power in obtaining the repeal of such 


laws for the conduct of their business. 
It seems to me that it is the proper 
function of our publicity bulletins to 
develop this line of thought in the mem- 
bership of the Michigan Association 0 
Insurance Agents and I intend to carty 
out such a program to the greatest 
possible extent. The situation in this 
particular connection is applicable t 
a number of other states as well, a 
set forth in the bulletin which Mr. 
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Hands is said to have termed ‘insidious 
propaganda.’ “a 


SUGGEST TAX INCREASE 
LANSING, MICH., Jan. 26.—Super- 


intendent of Public Instruction Thomas 
E, Johnson probably will try, at the 
next regular session of the legislature 
jn January, 1925, to have the present 
tax levy on insurance premiums in- 
creased. This became known this week 
when the attention of state officials was 
directed to a bulletin which the Michi- 
gan Association of Insurance Agents 
has sent to each of its members and to 
every member of the state legislature. 
It is known here that Johnson is 
looking around for some way in which 
to raise more money for the primary 
school fund and now that his attention 
has been called to it, he will probably 
try to get some of the increase in funds 
desired from the insurance companies. 

One state official declared that per- 
haps it would be a good idea to make 
the tax a flat 3 percent levy. This 
would not affect the fire companies 
put would add an additional 1 percent 
to the tax now paid by life and casualty 
companies, 





PUTS LIMIT ON RECIPROCALS 


Can Not Write Multiple Line Insurance 
in Michigan, Under Attor- 
ney General’s Ruling 





LANSING, MICH., Jan. 29—Recip- 
rocals are prohibited from writing mul- 
tiple lines of insurance in Michigan as 
the result of an opinion rendered to 
Commissioner Hands by the attorney- 
general’s department. The American 
Auto Underwriters of Chicago had 
requested permission of the insurance 
department to enter Michigan and write 
automobile, plate glass and workmen’s 
compensation insurance. Mr. Hands was 
not clear as to whether this could be 
done and requested an opinion from the 
attorney-general. In part it follows: 


The chapter of the Michigan insurance 
code to which you refer authorizes the 
exchange of reciprocal or inter-insur- 
ance contracts. Section 1 of the chapter 
excepts life, health and accident insur- 
ance from the terms of said chapter, with 
the following proviso: 

“Provided, however, that indemnities 
against accidents may be exchanged be- 
tween persons engaged in the same gen- 
eral line of employment.” 

The proviso is significant in qualifying 
the exception so far as it applies to one 
of the extepted classes—accident insur- 
ance—by permitting reciprocal contracts 
with reference to such insurance only so 
far as they pertain to “the same general 
line of employment,” plainly indicating 
an intent to limit’ reciprocal insurance 
to elasses involving relative or corre- 
sponding hazards. 

This legislative intent is again re- 
flected with clearness in subdivision (b) 
of Section 3 of said chapter, specifying 
the contents of the certified declaration 
to be filed with the insurance commis- 
sioner of the state, which provides 
among other things for setting forth 
“(b) the kind or kinds of insurance to 
be effected or exchanged.” 

The reasons for confining reciprocal 
insurance in this chapter to contracts 
within a certain class are very cogent 
when we consider the object to be ac- 
complished and the intended benefits to 
accrue from reciprocal or inter-insur- 
ance. For example, an exchange of 
reciprocal or inter-insurance between 
Persons or corporations engaged in the 
milling industry with others engaged in 
the mercantile business might readily 
be perceived to operate a mutual benefit 
without increasing or diminishing the 
general hazard of the exchange. On the 
other hand the inequity and unbalanced 
hazard, so to speak, at once becomes 
‘apparent from an exchange of automo- 
bile with compensation or plate glass 
insurance, 

We are therefore forced to the opinion 
that while an exchange organized under 
said chapter may be permitted to include 
various kinds of insurance within classes, 
N0 authority is conferred by sai@ chap- 
ter to include two or more classes of 
insurance with a reciprocal exchange. 

mce no authority to permit the inclu- 


plate glass insurance 
same exchange, 


in one and the 


Indiana Insurance Day 


Frank M. Chandler of Indianapolis, 
casualty manager of the Travelers, who 
is president of the Indiana Insurance 
Federation, is chairman of the general 
committee on “Indiana Insurance Day” 
and has announced the date for the 1925 
celebration, it being Jan. 19-21. So 
successful was the program of this year 
that the committee decided to make it a 
three day proposition next year. 


Insurance Committee Named 


The following insurance, committee has 
been announced by the Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce: Richard Lieber, 
chairman; A. L. Block, J. P. Cook, Robert 
M. Collier, John S. Fishback, Dan W. 
Flickinger, Edwin H. Forry, Wm. J. 
Griffin, E. Allen Griffiths, Chas. B. Hauk, 
A. J. Hueber, Hugh Love, C, A. McCot- 
ter, John J. Madden, Frank V,. Mills, Wm. 
J. Mooney, J. W. Pinnell, Frank F. 
Powell, S. E. Rauh, Joseph B. Sababos, 
Oscar Schmidt, G. A. Schnull, Timothy P. 
Sexton, Robert E. Sweeney, Irving Wil- 
liams, J. W. Williams, H. M, Woollen. 
Of these, 14 are connected with various 
branches of the insurance business. 


Orders Fire Hazards Removed 


LOGANSPORT, IND., Jan. 29—New- 
man T. Miller, state fire marshal, on a 
visit to Logansport to view the ruins of 
the $200,000 garage and apartment build- 
ing which burned recently, issued orders 
that two buildings in the business dis- 
trict, long considered fire hazards, be 
torn down. The owners have only a few 
days in which to start the work, it was 
said. 

Dynamite was used to fell the walls 
of the Amoss apartment building which 
remained standing following the fire. 





Carelessness Causes Forest Fires 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 29—From the 
testimony taken to date in the investiga- 
tion of forest fires in the upper penin- 
sula last fall it is apparent that 75 
per cent of the fires were caused by care- 
lessness, according to J. E. Converse, as- 
sistant attorney general of Michigan, in 
charge of the inquiry. The origin of 
most of the fires has been traced to 
the dropping of cigarette or cigar stubs 
or burning matches as well as fires left 
by campers and motorists. Homestead- 
ers engaged in the clearing of land are 
also blamed for these destructive blazes. 

Cc. A. Hoar, a representative of the 
federal forestry service, who is cooper- 
ating with the state in forestry conser- 
vation matters and working with Mich- 
igan officials in the present investigation, 
points out that it is impossible for 
the state to maintain a sufficient num- 
ber of fire wardens and deputies to con- 
trol the forest fire situation and that 
the cooperation of people in each district 
is most essential, 


Probe “Frat House” Hazards 


ANN ARBOR, MICH., Jan, 29—Depu- 
ties of the state department of safety 
have commenced an investigation of the 
fire hazards in houses occupied by fra- 
ternities and sororities and used as dor- 
mitories and for rooming purposes by 
students at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. This survey has been 
started because of two recent fires in a 
women’s league house. 

A number of the fraternity, sorority 
and larger rooming houses are considered 
fire traps by the state safety depart- 
ment. It has been discovered that stu- 
dents in many instances are using the 
attics or third stories for sleeping quar- 
ters under the dormitory system, which 
is in vogue in fraternities, as many as 
40 to 50 sleeping in congested quarters 
with only one entrance to the dormi- 
tories. 





Indianapolis Courthouse Firetrap 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 29—Erec- 
tion of a new, modern courthouse, 
equipped with fireproof rooms for stor- 
age of valuable county records and ade- 
quate quarters for the transaction of 
the county’s business is the only solu- 
tion of conditions found by Fire Chief 
John J. O’Brien in an inspection of the 
attic of the courthouse. The opinion was 
expressed by county officials who accom- 
plished the fire chief on his inspection 
tour. County Commissioners John Kir- 
ley and John C. McCloskey said that im- 





Sion of automobile, compensation and 


mediate steps would be taken to bring 


























this and more. 


4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 


{TS ADVAN 
off the books 
and the companies value facts 


Your Opportunity Is 
Essentially This— 


To guarantee to your clients the absolute 
elimination of all unnecessary loss in the event 


of fire. 


You, no doubt, have many ways of doing this 
but chief among them is your recommenda- 
tion as to the proper amount of insurance to 
be carried. 


There is only one way to arrive at this and 
it is through a disinterested *appraisal. 
the *appraisal must be authentic, it must be 
agg ago it must be backed by provable 
acts. 


But 


It must be made by a recognized 


*appraisal organization. 





The |loyd-lhomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 





Detroit 
Pittsburgh 
Minneapolis 





i ‘ 
~¢ APPRAISERS Hig ENGINEERS = 





given. 


through unscientific depreciation. 2nd—It gi 
. for in nearly every instance it 


Each item of 


A Lloyd-Thomas *appraisal includes all of 
It is the product of an 
organization of *appraisal experts, well 
schooled in determining exact physical values. 


120 Broadway, New York 


*“WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It ts a complete classified inventory of insurable 
property (except stock, merchandise and raw materials). property 
valued at today’s cost to replace new. The amount of accrued depreciation is 
determined and the sound insurable value is 


TAGES—lst—It discovers insurable values that have long been written 


calls for additional mau 

















FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 


(Pronounced: Wee-wick) 
30 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 
EXCESS TREATIES 


ARCHITECTS IN INSURANCE PROBLEMS 


L. A. Wiweke & Co. 


AUTOMOBILE 


PUBLIC LIABILITY 








AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 
FIRE 
THEFT 
COLLISION 
PROPERTY 
DAMAGE and 
LIABILITY 
IN ONE 
POLICY 
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INSURANCE COMPANY 


Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders, $183,409.44 


ACCIDENT and 
HEALTH 
_INSURANCE._ 


PLATE 
GLASS 


Agents 

Wanted 

in Ohio 
J. R. JONES 
Sec’y and 
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about the construction of a new court- | fire companies that have not compli 
> house. with the law, which exacts 2 percent tas 

e Chief O’Brien expressed the opinion |on premiums in the city for the y 
Capital $500,000 Surplus $700,000 that the rooms in which the old records | ending July 15, the money to be Pn 
of the county are stored are firetraps|in policemen’s and firemen’s prote ced 
;} and that in case of fire practically all | fund. —- 





| of the valuable old records of the county 
would be destroyed. He said the floors 


of the attic rooms of the courthouse ap- Many Retire from Risk 

peared to be inadequate for the weight | Gompanies interested are retiri 

| of the heavy paper records and if water | jjnes on the axtutiiesal baila ‘ng _ 
| 7 Ings, Nog 


were thrown on them to stop a fire, the | 47_49 South Meridian street. 





| floor probably would fall. formerly occupied by M. O’Conn 


Insurance Company of New York | In many of the attic rooms the fire | Seeman grocers. The buile 


chief discovered paints and cleaning ma- | ent ig ¢ ntirely vacant, the O 


terials containing highly inflammable 


4 ; : ern having moved to anothe1 
substances. He said that as a fire fighter | No definite plat “4 a eutr reo 
2... ° he could see no practical way of mak- | - ae ee ; é : 
; ybtainable an s report 
Administrative Offices, Hartford, Conn. ing the present courthouse building ade- | Q/r;ainanle ,and Tt is reported that con 
quate and fireproof. | sprinkler piping in the basement of = 


building, due to freezing, anc 
a, Hs Vreeland, President s : system will be out of service 
Quincy to Press Tax Delinquents heating system is installed and 

| made in building. 
QUINCY, ILL., Jan. 29—Quincy auther- | mad in buildin 
ities have notified three local agencies | 


° “4 4 of this city that legal action will be 
Fire Insurance and All Allied Lines taken unless the eompanies vepresented Most Loyal Gander Robert D. Sagffor 


| 
in their agencies pay the 2 percent fire | of the Michigan Blue Gooss 
} 








Michigan Blue Goose Meeting 





Announces 


; . . 7 aw i sic ale aa [rea ara 95 . 
| insurance tax immediately. There are 25 | that the annual meeting and t unquet wil 





| be held March 4. He has appointed w 











|T. Benallack of the Michigan Fire ¢ 
Marine as chairman of the committee on 
arrangements. The place of the meg. 


PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON INSURANCE COMPANY | jfiite.ts: 2 'ecn csciteduon- The me 
gram is now being arranged. 

Providence, Rhode Island | The Michigan Blue Goose will hold 

dinner dance at the Hotel Statler, Detroit 

ORGANIZED 1799 on Feb. 11, which will be observed as 4 

° farewell reception to W. N. Achenbars 

Capital $1,000,000 Surplus to Policyholders $4,659,796 | recently appointed sesistent westesnail 


| ager of the Aetna. 








| Agent Loses in Fire 
| RUSHVILLE, IND., Jan. 29.—R P 


Scudder, local agent here, was one of 
VIRGINIA FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY Jf ite ‘tesvicstosers'in the large stings 
fire that threatened the business district 
Richmond, Virginia of Rushville. Other losers were Rush 
ORGANIZED 1832 County National Bank, J. L. Cowingson 
& Co., and the Western Union Telegraph 

HI ; Company. 

Capital $500,000 Surplus to Policyholders $1,579,671 The dee stantedtn the totes One 
the Odd Fellows building. Fire con. 
panies from Indianapolis and Newcastle 
assisted the local department in check- 
ing the blaze. The Odd Fellows building 
was a three-story brick and stucco stru- 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO, ILL. ture which had been remodeled a fer 


years ago at a cost of several thousani 








Insurance Exchange dollars. 
— — — oa Pong May Bar Fireworks in Michigan 
LANSING, MICH., Jan. 29.—A state. 
Live Agents Wanted Everywhere wide ban on the sale of fireworks prob- 


ably will be placed in effect in Michigan 
in 1925, Homer Rutledge, state fire mar- 











shall annonced. He has requested th 
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London & Lancashire 
Insurance Company 


Limited 


of London 





CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 
Western Department 


39 S. La Salle St., Chicago, Illinois 





A. G. McILWAINE, Manager 
Hartford, Conn. 





GEORGE O. SMITH, Manager 


San Francisco 
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The Concordia Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1923 . $4,928,796.23 
Capital Stock . . . ~~ 750,000.00 
RelInsurance Reserve . . 2,921,843.02 
Reserves of other Liabilities 423,697.46 
Surplus to Policyholders . . —1,583,255.75 
— Writing — 
Fire . Tornado 


Sprinkler Leakage 


Rents Use and Occupancy 











The Mansfield Mutual 


Liabi oman yt 

Net Cah Surplus" eeeeee 171,125.82 236,633.84 

Contingent Assets ..........sseceees 373,90 OB 
ome Resources of Company $610,590.87 
Total Amount at Risk............ $11,748.385.00 

Total Losses Paid........... sialic 

Total Savings to Policyholders.. 

E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Sec’y 








BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
CHICAGO 


Insurance Headquarters 


Madison Street 
East of La Salle 


Brevoort Hotel upholds worthily 
the best traditions of American 
hotels famed for hospitality. 

















RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 


Bearing the label of the 


Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 





SAFETY CANS 


JUSTRITE MANUFACTURING CO. 
067 Southport Ave., Chicago, Ill., Non-ex- 
enivesadety cans, automatic oily waste cans, 


fire extinguishers. Underwriters label on all 
devices, - 


Oe 
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attorney-general’s department to advise |tion, was the principal speaker at the 
him whether under existing state laws | Clare dinner. The school building in- 


he has the authority to prohibit the 
sale of fireworks. 
Mr. Rutledge said there are six to 


eight persons killed each year from fire- 
works in Michigan, scores injured and 
property damaged by fire to the extent 
of $400,000. 

The fire marshal -revealed that he 
planned to ban the sale of fireworks this 
year but that the dealers had protested 
that they purchased their stocks in May 
for the following year, and that to pro- 
hibit the sale of fireworks this year prac- 
tically would 
property. 





had 


amount to confiscation of | 
Inasmuch as the stocks for | 
1925 would be purchased in May of this 
year, Rutledge believes he is giving the 
dealers ample notice and will enforce the 
ban in 1925, if the attorney-general holds | 

| 

| 


he has the authority to do so, 


Inspect Clare and Mt. Pleasant 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 29.—Albert 
Knaak, who has been acting secretary of 
the Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
since the resignation of M. M. Hawxhurst | 
several months ago, was elected to that 
position at an inspection of Clare and Mt. | 
Pleasant conducted by about 50 members 
of the organization last week. The in- 
spectors were divided into two parties, 30 
taking care of the Mt. Pleasant inspection, 
while the remaining members were in 
charge of similar work at Clare. Din- 
ners were given under the auspices of 
the Chambers of Commerce in both cities 
and were well attended by business men. 
At Mt. Pleasant M. M. Hawxhurst was 
the principal speaker and “The Menace,” 
the new fire prevention film, was shown. 


| Rinecker, 





F. W. Sullivan, president of the associa- 


spections were in charge of Damon Row 


of Ann Arbor. 





Illinois Notes 


Jan, 24 destroyed half of the Voris 
Stewardson, Ill., owned by W. F. 
the postoffice, a. P. Mautz res- 
taurant and Robey Brothers barber shop. 
The loss was about $10,000, but partly 


Fire 
block, 


Two business houses and 
at Jacksonville, Ill. were destroyed by 


covered by insurance. 

The Gibbons wholesale grocery ware- 
house in South Paris, Ill., was destroyed 
| by fire Jan. 26. The loss was $20,000, | 
partly covered by insurance. Frozen 
hydrants prevented the fire department 
doing effective work | 


a residence | 


fire Jan. 25, the loss being estimated at 
$125,000. The Shanken dry goods store, 
the Andre & Andre furniture store and | 
the home of Mrs. L. E, Kinnett were the | 


buildings burned. 

Twenty new automobiles and the ware- 
house of the Brass industrial plant at 
Petersburg, Ill., were destroyed by fire 
Jan. 21. The loss was placed at $60,000. 
The fire is believed to have been started 
by a chauffeur attempting to thaw out a 
frozen automobile radiator with a gaso- 
line torch. 


Michigan Notes 


The Superior Fire has entered 
Stratton Agency, Lansing, Mich. 


Fire of unknown origin last week de- 
stroyed the main building of the Euro- 
pean Upholstery Company at Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., with a loss estimated at $75,- 
000, covered by insurance to the extent 
of 80 percent. Firemen were handi- 
capped in fighting the blaze by the cold 
weather, one fire hydrant being frozen. 


the 
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BUREAU FIELD CLUB FORMED 


Separate Organization for Minnesota 
and North Dakota Is Northwest 
Insurance Club 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 30.— 
Field men traveling for Western Insur- 
ance Bureau companies in Minnesota 
and North Dakota have formed the 
Northwest Insurance Club. It will 
function for Bureau field men_ only 
about as does the Minnesota & North 
Dakota Fire Underwriters Association, 
which is made up of both Union and 
Bureau field men. It is understood that 
those who affiliate with the new organ- 
ization will not necessarily relinquish 
their memberships in the older body. 

Officers have been elected by the 
Northwest Insurance Club as follows: 
President, Earl P. Theimer, American 
of Newark; vice-president, W. A. Bart- 
lett, Starkweather & Shepley companies ; 
secretary-treasurer, Philip Olson, Na- 
tional-Ben Franklin; executive commit- 
tee, the officers and A. A. Clothier, 
Firemens, N. J., and A. A. Figeley, 
Crum & Forster companies. A consti- 
tution and by-laws have been drawn 
up and will be presented for adoption 
at the next meeting of the Club. The 
organization starts with 33 members. 

In the past there has been only one 
field men’s organization. Some feel 
that, because this arrangement has been 
so successful, a separate body for Bu- 
reau field men is unnecessary. W. U. 
Knight, president of the Minnesota & 
North Dakota Fire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, represents a Bureau company, 
the State of Pennsylvania. However, 
R. W. Belcher, manager of the Western 
Insurance Bureau, has stated emphatic- 
ally that the Bureau companies desire 
to have a separate organization for 
Bureau field men in Minnesota. 





New Wisconsin Deputy Marshal 


Insurance Commissioner Smith of Wis- 
consin has announced the appointment of 
Boyd C. Ladd, formerly of Baraboo, Wis., 
to the post of deputy state fire marshal 
at Eau Claire, Wis. Mr. Ladd, who is 
27 years of age, spent several years at 
the University of Wisconsin, where he 
was enrolled in the course in commerce. 
He will take up his new duties imme- 
diately. 





TO HOLD SEPARATE SESSIONS 


Minnesota and North Dakota Field Men 
Not to Meet With Blue Goose 
This Year 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 30.— 
At the regudar quarterly meeting of the 
Minnesota & North Dakota Fire Under- 
writers Association held here last Sat- 
urday it was voted to divorce the an- 
nual summer meeting of the organiza- 
tion from that of the Minnesota Blue 
Goose. This action was taken for the 
reason that at recent summer gatherings 
there has not been room enough to 
house the members of the state board, 
not to mention guests and non-mem- 
bers. After this the meeting will be for 
active members only, but the executive 
committee is empowered to invite such 
honorary members and managers as it 
sees fit. 

It is quite likely that the Blue Goose 
will decide to hold its annual meeting 
in February or March instead of in the 
summer as has been the custom. This 
change will tend to relieve the conges- 
tion of the summer outing of the state 
board and will make the affair more 
comfortable for all who attend. This 
year’s state board meeting will probably 
be at Alexandria, Minn. as for the past 
several years, although some favor 
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going to the Birchmont Hotel eight 
miles north of Bemidji, Minn. 
At the meeting Saturday several 


company Officials, formerly in the field, 
were made honorary instead of active 


members. R. F. Howe of the Em- 
ployers Fire and S. L. Hjerstad of the 
Pennsylvania Fire were admitted to 
active membership. W. U. Knight of 


the State of Pennsylvania presided at 
the gathering as president. 


HONOR STINE AT MILWAUKEE 





J. F. Stafford, Blue Goose Head, Also 
Honor Guest at Dinner to North- 
west Association Leader 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Jan. 29—D. O. 
Stine, president of the Northwest Asso- 
ciation, and John F. Stafford, most loyal 
grand gander of the Blue Goose, were 
guests of honor at the largest and most 
successful dinner dance in the history 
of the Wisconsin Blue Goose, Monday 
night. Walter B. Erfert, state agent 
United States Fire, acted as toastmaster. 
Mr. Stine and Mr. Stafford spoke briefly 


}and received a big hand from the 150 


ganders and their ladies who attended 
the party. Both are well known and 
very popular in Wisconsin fire under- 
writing circles, Mr. Stafford as western 
manager for the Sun in Cihcago and 
Mr. Stine as state agent for the St. Paul 
with headquarters at Reedsburg, Wis. 

3esides the guests of honor, the fol- 
lowing were also present as_ special 
guests: C. P. Helliwell, assistant west- 
ern manager Queen; F. B. Luce, west- 
ern manager Providence Washington; 
J. M. Clark, special risk department 
New York Underwriters; R. A. Buck- 
man, manager auto department of the 
Royal, and Paul E. Rudd, Milwaukee, 
grand wielder of the goose quill. All 
those mentioned, except Mr. Rudd, have 
Chicago headquarters. 

In honor of the occasion, Roy L. 
Nicholson, most loyal gander of the 
Wisconsin pond, composed two of his 
ever-popular songs. 


Works Charges Dismissed 
ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 28.—Charges 


of violating the blue sky law by selling 
stock in the Zenith Companies, without 
a license, brought against Samuel D. 
Works, former insurance commissioner, 
were dismissed by District Judge Boer- 
ner, when a demurrer filed by attorneys 
for Mr. Works was sustained. The de- 
murrer was filed to the information en- 
tered by the county attorney. Judge 
Boerner, in sustaining the demurrer 
declared the supreme court has held that 
a single sale is not sufficient as grounds 
for prosecution in such a case and that, 
as president of the companies, Mr. 
Works could not be held responsible for 
the illegal sales which might have been 
made by representatives or other officers 
of the companies. 

The case cannot be renewed on the 
same information since the statute of 
limitations which applies to a case of 
this kind outlawed the case Dec. 30, 


1923. 
North Dakota Association Elects 
The Conservation & Fire Prevention 


Association of North Dakota in session 
in Fargo elected the following officers: 





Charles V. Wilson, president; A. C. 
| Brunsvold, vice-president, and E, V. 
| Neuberger, secretary. The executive 


committee comprises J. N. Thompson, 
H. A. Presler, W. L. Titus and W. H. 
Comrie. 

The work of the association was 
approved in a speech by Fire Marshal 
H. L. Reade, in which he assured the 
association of the hearty co-operation of 
his department. 





Milwaukee 1923 Losses 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Jan. 29.—Mil- 
waukee suffered a fire loss of $1,675,500 
the past year, according to figures cov- 
ering 1923, which have just been given 
out by Joseph G. Grundle, manager of 
the Milwaukee Board. Among the larg- 
est conflagrations of the year were those 
of the Monarch Manufacturing Co., Feb. 


15, loss $112,245; Seamless Steel Prod- 
ucts Co., Mar. 3, $69,935; Shadboldt & 


Boyd, Mar. 12, $109,531; Standard Oil Co. 
warehouse, July 27, $52,736; Milwaukee 
Coke & Gas Co., Aug. 1, $281,896; Kneis- 
ler Bros., elevator, and Kellogg Seed Co., 
Dec. 13, and the Milwaukee Hosiery Co., 


Dec. 18. The number of fires in 1923 was 
by far the largest in the history of the 
Milwaukee fire department. 


Firemen Inspecting Duluth 


DULUTH, MINN., 
members of the 


Jan. 29—Uniformed 
Duluth fire department 
last week began intensified survey of 
all business and industrial properties in 
this city in accordance with the announce- 
ment of Fire Chief Randall that beginning 
with January, such inspections would 
made by his department each 60 days in- 
stéad of half-yearly, as has been the case 


an 


be 


in the past. Firemen making the inspec- 
tions have been instructed to make special 
reports of cases where the presence of 
obstructions in approaches to or in in- 
teriors of buildings are regarded as mak- 
ing them less accessible to firemen in 
combatting fires. Private fire fighting 
appliances on premises are also being 
inspected more closely than ever, 





Push Duluth Safety Campaign 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 29.—Members of 
the Duluth Underwriters Association are 
making progress in organizing fire fighting 
and safety campaigns mapped out a few 
weeks ago. In accordance with the rec- 
ommendations of the committee, arrange- 
ments have been made to take photos of 
exteriors and interiors of business and 
industrial premises where hazards have 
been increased through carelessness or 
neglect in removing rubbish or permitting 
dangerous exposures that could be readily 
remedied. It is proposed to make slides 
from those photos and to make use of 
them later at pubiic meetings in flashing 
lantern slide views on the canvas. 


Reports on Sioux Falls 





The National Board has issued a re- 
port on Sioux Falls, S. D., showing the 
fire fighting facilities inadequate and 


the conflagration severe in the principal 
mercantile district. The water supply 
is mainly adequate but unreliable. The 
fire alarm system is inadequate. In the 
principal mercantile district weak con- 
struction, lacking in fire resistive fea- 


tures, makes severe individual to block 
fires probable in numerous blocks. 
Fairly wide streets and the adequate 
water supply are mitigating features. 


The fire loss for the past five years has 
been $781,514, based on an average popu- 
lation of 26,500, the average number of 
fire per 1,000 was 4.2, a moderate figure, 
and the average per capita was 
$5.90, a high figure. 


loss 


Eau Claire Well Insured 

CLAIRE, WIS., Jan, 28—The an- 
nual report of Fire Chief Welsh shows 
that property in Eau Claire remark- 
ably well insured, The total fire loss in 


EAU 


is 


1923 was $163,699, of which $162,524 was 
insured, leaving a non-insured loss of 
only $1,175. In his annual report Chief 


Welsh calls attention to several improve- 
ments that are needed in the city, point- 
ing out particularly the dangerous con- 
dition of the central fire station. His 
report is a strong fire prevention mes- 
sage and urges the cooperation of all 
interests in the city for greater fire pre- 
vention efforts the coming year. 





Blue Goose Plans 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 31—The 
Minnesota pond of the Blue Goose will 
hold a dinner dance at the Oak Grove 
Hotel Feb. 9 and the annual meeting and 


initiation ceremony will take place 
March 1. Z. Z. Savory, most loyal gan- 
der, is in charge of the arrangements. 





North Dakota Hail Fund 


FARGO, N. D., Jan. 29.—Dire results 
were predicted in the state if the legis- 
lature failed to reenact the 3-cent flat 
tax on all land for the state hail insur- 
ance fund. These predictions have failed 
to materialize and the fund, according 
to the balance of the state treasurer, 
indicates that there will be plenty of 
money on hand to pay warrants issued 
for 1923 losses and a balance left in 
the fund. As yet it has not been neces- 
sary to use any of the $1,600,000 borrowed 
to make possible the payment of all hail 
warrants in cash. 

The 3-cent flat tax was cut to 1 cent 
by the legislature, the majority taking 








the view that it would reduce taxes 
4 


2 ite J 
a 
about $600,000 a year without injurin - 
the hail fund. The last of the 1923 war 
rants, which were issued as of Dee 1 | 
are being sent out at this time. a7 
. é , 
Campaign Against Movie Hazarq . 
BISMARCK, N. D., Jan. 29—Showing of P. 
motion pictures by a projection machine 
not housed in a fireproof booth or oper. 
ated by any but a licensed ope rator jg 0! 
illegal and a campaign against this prac. 
tice is being waged in North Dakot: 
_ te teade, state fire marshal, a 
nounced. : 
“Fire Plant” in Minnesota Theater ” 
ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. “a 


. 2)-—What ig 
said by Fire Marshal Kingsley 
of the most complete “fire plants” eyer 
discovered in the state was uncovereg 
a week ago in the Norby theater at py. 
lenda, Minn. The owner, 


to be one 





Nels Norby, 


was arrested on a charge of attempteg cat 
arson and was bound over to the March cou 
term of the district court of Steele 7 
county. The arrest was made by off. the 
cials of the fire marshal’s office and a not 
complete confession obtained, in which the 
Norby said his purpose was to rid him. - 
self of his tenant. He said the tenant The 
was undesirable, and that he thought by rion 
firing the building he would rid himselg the 
of the lease. thes 
The amount of insurance is not yet nef 
determined, but it is said the building The 
was well covered. east 
- nd 





Have Survey Department 
MINNEAPOLIS, 


MINN., Jan. 31—, 
farm and survey department to serye 
Minnesota agents has been established 
here at 1124 Plymouth Building by the 
Crum & Forster companies. It will be 
handled by A. I. Figeley, state agent, 
Mr. Figeley will employ two field men 


to take care of this class of business, 





Made Northwestern Manager 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 31—The 
Hedwall-Sundberg Company, which has 
been acting as general agent of the Huéd- 
son and Svea for hail business, has been 
appointed manager of the northwestern 
department of these two companies. 








Wisconsin Notes 


Fire insurance rates in Port Washing- 
ton, Wis., have been reduced from 10 to 





20 percent as a result of a rerating made Re; 
recently. It was the first since 1911. 

William Rodiek, agent at St. Louis, 70] 
Mo., for the Concordia Fire of Milwau- Hanlo 
kee, Was among the visitors at the home such 
office of the company during the past perim 
week. eight 

Preparations are being made under has al 
the direction of the Dunphy Agency, 369 sist: 
3roadway, Milwaukee, for remodeling ondu 
the three-story structure owned by the Sep | 
agency at 441 East Water street. It is a the 


planned to convert the building into mod- nave | 
ern office suites. 


enses 
Sprinkler systems bursting under the ightin 
strain of frigid temperatures caused dam ( 
property losses to three Milwaukee busi- ast y 
ness houses. Firemen were summoned pointn 
by the automatic alarms, to Espenhains thal, 

Dry Goods Co., the Holeproof Hosiery ps 
Co., and the O. C. Hanson Glove Co. bay 
With the need for greater fire protec- ne 8 
tion forcefully brought home by the we COI 
recent devastating fire, which wiped out ‘ng th 
an entire business block in the heart of 22 fire 
the city with a loss of approximately tion 
$25,000, the city council of New London, 088 in 
Wis., has purchased a new four-wheel surance 
drive fire engine. he pre 
surar 


Minnesota Notes 


A. R. Gress, Minnesota state agent of 
the North America, returned last_week 
from a five weeks’ vacation on the Pacific 
coast. 

T. R. Fletcher, assistant secretary of 
the United States branch of the Scottish 
Union & National, and a former Minne 
sota field man, was in Minneapolis for 
two days this week. 

The agency of Eugene B. Berman, local 
agent at Bemidji, Minn., who died in bed 
at the Dyckman Hotel in Minneapolis re 
cently, will probably be continued by bi 


sister, Leah L. Beiman. 
A new local agency to be knows = 
the Madden-Evans Company has ° 


opened at Rochester, Minn., by, D. - 
Madden, who has had a number of non 
of experience in the insurance bus 
and Mrs, Margaret T. Evans, formety 
with the Clarence O, Brown agency: 

A delegation of city officials — 
Rochester, Minn., has been in St. _ 
for the purpose of attempting to — 
lower fire insurance rates for Rees 

Charles T. Murphy, who has = 
local agent at Aurora, Minn., has et pe 
one of the large law firms at Minne@i 
lis, Minn. 
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PROTEST BY HAIL MUTUALS 


Object to Kansas Schedule Recently 
Filed by Stock Companies With 
State Department 


TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 
sentatives of the hail mutuals operating 
in Kansas have filed a protest with the 
insurance department against the pro- 
posed schedule of hail rates submitted by 
the stock companies. The 
schedule of rates was filed and then 
withdrawn when the department indi- 
cated that some of the increases in rates 
could not be approved. 


The mutual hail men appeared before | 


the superintendent Saturday. They do 
not offer any Objection to the rates in 
the western half of the state, but do 
object to the rates in the eastern half. 
The new schedule made no change in 
the 2 or the 4 per cent zones. It is 
these zones in which the mutuals think 
thre should be an increase in rates. 
The mutuals operate extensively in the 
astern and central parts of the state 
and they assert that the rates in those 
sctions are too low and ought to be 
increased in some counties to 3 and 5; 
per cent, In some counties they asserted 
tht the 2 and 4 per cent rate was a 
proper rate while in other counties of 
the same zones the rate was too low. 
It was asserted by some of the mutual 
men that the business of the last few 
years has been such that they have 
heen forced to use premiums collected 
in the high rate sections to pay the 
losses in the low rate parts of the state. 
The mutuals believe that the stock com- 
nies are trving to put them out of 
business by fixing the rate so low in 
eastern Kansas and so high in western 
Kansas that the mutuals are forced to 
take the poorest business in the line 
ad are not able to get as large a 
quantity of the best business. 


Regular Fire Inspections at Topeka 


TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 29.—Joseph 
Hanlon, fire marshal of Topeka, made 
sich an excellent showing with his ex- 
periment in fire inspection work the last 
tight months that the city commission 
has authorized the creation of a second 
assistant fire marshal with the work of 
nducting fire inspections continuously 
nthe city. The new department will 
have $2,500 a year for salaries and ex- 
penses and the use of the cit'y’s fire 
fighting force to help in the work. Wil- 
lam Calker, who handled the inspection 
‘ast year, is expected to receive the ap- 
a as second assistant fire mar- 


The final figures on the fires for the 
year showed such a big reduction that 
the commission felt justified in establish- 
ng the new department. There were 
Wfires in 1923 and 833 in 1922, a reduc- 
tion ot 41 in the year. The property 
$s in 1923 was $119,975.42 and the in- 
surance loss $105,809.82, while in 1922 
= Property loss was $158,787.03 and the 
‘mMrance payments $152,068.60. 


Lyle Stephenson’s Insurance School 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Jan. 29.—lLyle 
ee local agent, has instituted a 
am of insurance,” for the benefit pri- 
he of his own office force, but sec- 
. Y of the general public, and of any 
‘sirance men who think they need in- 


Pere, 
— The meetings are held in Mr. 
— 8 offices every Monday evening. 
~ ach session a visitor expatiates on some 


h 

ge insurance, in the course of a few 
on the various lines being covered, 
a epncent and health to fire. It is 
oa” interesting to note that the 
kaa are often general agents or 
than henasers from other companies 
itenh Ose immediately served by the 
_pienson office; and also that the at- 


a is made up of people from other 
= 8encies, 
P - Ret on the salesmen is to im- 
the stand erwriting practice, and to raise 
+" ards of their selection of risks. 

ther cor’, find, for instance, that some 
tin t Mpanies are “laying off’ of cer- 
ding oes, Of business, they are less in- 
to bemoan the narrowing of their 





29-—Repre- | 


original | 


field; and when certain classes are shown 
to be desirable, they are the more inclined 
to center their efforts on such. 


Omaha Agents’ Meeting 
OMAHA, NEB., Jan. 29.—The joint an- 


| nual meeting of the Omaha Fire Insurance 
Agents’ Exchange and the Omaha Casualty 
| & Surety Underwriters’ Association will 
| be held at the Fontenelle hotel Wednes- 
| day evening, beginning with a dinner at 
| 8:30. Officers of both organizations will 
| be elected for the ensuing year and the 
program committee promises some inter- 
esting entertainment. 





| 
— 
Insurance Session at Fremont 


Seven members of the insurance division 
of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce and 
five members of the Lincoln Chamber's di- 
vision went to Fremont, Neb., Jan. 23. At 
noon they met with about 35 insurance 
men living in Fremont, at a luncheon at 
the Pathfinder hotel, in a most pleasant 
and profitable session. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the desirability 
and advisability of organizing an insur- 
ance division in the Fremont Chamber of 
Commerce. It is understood that the 
proposition is being enthusiastically 
pushed by the Fremont insurance men. 





Nebraska Blue Goose Party 


OMAHA, NEB., Jan. 29.—The Nebraska 
Blue Goose will have a mid-winter party, 
to be known as Ground Hog Party, Satur- 
day evening, Feb. 2, at the Blackstone 
hotel. Meeting and initiation of new 
members will be held, after which will be 
dinner and dance for members and their 
friends. 


Returns to Western Adjustment 


Frank S. Holmes has rejoined the 
Western Adjustment, becoming attached 
to its Omaha office. Mr, Holmes was 
formerly manager of the Western Ad- 
justment at Omaha but resigned about 
a year ago on account of poor health. 
He is now restored to strength and has 
returned to the company. 


New Omaha Agency 


OMAHA, NEB., Jan. 29—John R. Du- 
mont has resigned as vice-president of 
the Love-Haskell Company and on Feb. 
1 will become a member of a new agency 
firm to be known as the Sinclair-Dumont 
Company, with offices in the First Na- 
tional Bank building. The new firm will 
succeed the agency of Sinclair & Co., 
headed by Walter A. Sinclair, who for- 
merly was associated with the B. L. 
Baldwin agency and took over the busi- 
ness of that agency on the death of Mr. 
Baldwin. 





Iowa National’s Standing 


At the annual meeting of the Iowa 
National Fire a 6 percent dividend was 
paid on the $500,000 capital stock, and 
$41,000 was added to surplus. The com- 
pany has total admitted assets of $1,- 
150,672 and surplus of $348,819. 

Officers of the company are: F. L. 
Miner, president; Parley Sheldon, of 
Ames, vice-president; C. M. Spencer, vice- 
president and secretary; C. S. Vance, 
vice-president and underwriting man- 
ager; Frank P. Flynn, treasurer. 


Report Made on Dubuque 


The fire prevention department of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau has made a 
supplementary report in connection with 
the inspection of Dubuque, Ia., made by 
the Iowa State Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion on Qct’. 10-11, 1923. It is now re- 
ported that 82 percent of the improve- 
ment recommendations made have been 
complied with. A total of 601 risks were 
inspected, including 22 schools, eight 
churches and three hospitals. The risks 
where owners have failed to respond to 
follow-up system consist of 14 schools, 
four churches, four hospitals and 81 
miscellaneous. 


Change of Ownership Voids Policy 


Cc. E, V. Smith, a banker of Hendley, 
Neb., has appealed to the Nebraska su- 
preme court from a ruling of the dis- 
trict court that absolved the Nebraska 
National Fire from any liability upon a 
policy he held as collateral to a mort- 











gage on the property of J. T. Stevenson. 


; ARGUS CHARTS 
FIRE CASUALTY 


* “Twice as Many Companies’’ 
1362 Insurance, Exchange, Chicago 


Mr. Local Agent, 
Every Town, U. S. 


Dear Sir:-— 


The Argus Chart is¥the most useful small 
reference book you have’ever had in your hand. 


Note the complete showing of companies—that 
is what a chart is for. The Argus gives the 
figures of ALL. 


Why else does anyone want a chart? If it 
does not give the companies one wants to look up, 
it is only half useful. The Argus Chart is 
complete. 


All the leading stock companies— 
the small stock companies— 
the mutuals— 
the reciprocals— 
the Lloyds. 


The last four cannot be found ANYWHERE ELSE 
} except in an expensive reporting service. 


An agent needs a chart in soliciting. He 
meets the competition of every sort of insurance 
concern. ‘‘I don’t know’’ is a poor answer 
when he is asked about them. HE IS EXPECTED TO 
KNOW—or to be able to tell. He can with an 
Argus Fire Chart or Argus Casualty Chart. 


The right Chart means premiums. It will SAVE 
premiums and GAIN premiums. The right chart is 
the Argus. 


The National Underwriter 
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Over a million in assets and 
enjoying PROSPERITY, 
CONFIDENCE, PRESTIGE 
and SUCCESS. All due to 
unselfish management; to fair- 
ness and liberality in writing 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile 
Insurance. 





The Liberty Fire Insurance Company 


J. C. BARDWELL, President 
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HENRY G. BARBEE 
President 


GEORGE A. MORIN 
Managing Underwriter Fire Department 


THE 


AMPTON ROADS 


FIRE «» MARINE 
Insurance Company 


NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 


JAMES A. BLAINEY 
Vice-Pres. and Secy. 





Lloyd H. Smith & Co., Cook County Agents 


1405 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 








GEO. A. WILSON 
PRESIDENT 


J. MORGAN STEVENS 
VICE PRESIDENT 


w 


MISSISSIPPI Fire 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


L. CARPENTER 
TREASURER 


D. MOUNGER 
SECRETARY 





JACKSON ,MISSISSIPP 


Capital Stock........... $351,940.00 
REE 


...-$1,167,975.92 





TOTAL, ABGETGS. .....02ccccccccsccccecsees 





“A GOOD AGENCY COMPANY” 
Write us for representation .- 








INSURANCE CO. 
J. B. RATERMAN, President 


Inc. 1849 





MINSTER MUTUAL FIRE 


JOS. E. SCHMIEDER, Secretary 
VERNON B. ARNOLD, Special Agent, Lima, Ohio 


MINSTER, OHIO 














Tokio Marine & Fire Ins. Co. 


a 


Fidelity & Casualty Co. 
American Automobile Insurance Co. 


wr 


I. REINHARDT & SON 


TEXAS GENERAL AGENTS 
American Exchange Nat’! Bank Bldg., DALLAS 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co., of New York 

Patriotic Ins. Co. of America 
Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co., (Underwriters Dept.) 

Northwestern Fire & Marine Ins. Co., of Minneapolis 


, St. Louis 


The house was damaged by a tornado 
last May. Under the provisions of the 
policy it was void if there was a change 
in ownership without notice to or con- 
sent of the company. Smith’s bank had 
foreclosed another mortgage it had on 
the property, and it was sold April 24, 
so that at the time of the tornado Stev- 
enson had lost ownership. The lower 
| court held that under such circumstances 
the policy was void. Smith claimed the 
company had constructive notice of the 
foreclosure proceedings, but on the stand 
|} said he did not personally tell them 
until the adjuster came on the scene. 


Seek Insurance Candidates in Nebraska 

LINCOLN, NEB., Jan. 29.—As 
of the educational campaign of Nebraska 
insurance interests to secure more favor- 
able 
legislature of bills an effort is being 
made to draft a number of experienced 
agents and officials as candidates for 
the legislature. James A. Rodman, vice- 
president of the Northwestern Life, will 
run from one of the Omaha districts. Mr. 
Rodman was house leader in 1919 and 
1921, and served in the constitutional 
convention, 


Cat’s Meows Initiate 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 29—The Cat’s 
Meows staged their mid-winter initia- 
tion on Thursday evening, several can- 
didates being made to walk the fence 
and otherwise prove their catlike pro- 
clivities. This organization, composed of 
the younger insurance men, has taken an 
active interest in insurance affairs dur- 
ing the past year. With the St. Louis 
Insurance Club dead the Cat’s Meows 
social affairs will be the principal enter- 
tainment for the local insurance colony. 

The Insurance Club died officially last 
week. It was necessary to scout up suf- 
ticient members to obtain the quorum 
necessary to count ten on the body. 





Find Boy Scouts Valuable Aids 


LINCOLN, NEB., Jan. 29.—Ernest C. 
Folsom, head of one of the big fire 
agencies and chairman of the fire pre- 
vention of the chamber of commerce, re- 
ports that a very gratifying success has 
attended the plan of the committee to 
secure the aid of the Boy Scouts in fire 
inspection, and he recommends it as an 
efficient agency to other cities. 

The Boy Scouts to the number of 201 
turned out and reported to Chief Hanson, 
and uncovered 245 hazards. Of this num- 


a part | 


——. 
ber but’ twenty-five remained UNcor. 
rected at the end of two weeks, 4 


Mr. Folsom: Says 

“We divided the city into 27 Sections 
each troop to cover its entir« Section ‘ 
one day. Twenty-one troops took Dart 
The city was well covered. The boys 


were active, intelligent, knew what 
were looking for, and they got €Xcellen, 
results. The number of UNCorrecteg 
hazards at the end of the two Weeks 
was much less than the previous Year 

“The response of the property owners 
was so generous that it is quite eviden: 
that the campaign of education js pro. 
gressing. Several men wrote in to thank 
us for calling their attention to hazarig 
they did not know existed or which they 
did not recognize as hazards. The Sheets 
| were handled by the scouts, and their 
|reports were models of neatness,” ; 


they 





reception at the hands of the next | 


Nebraska Notes 


Fred W. Conrey, who has been with 
the Martin Brothers agency of Omak 
for several years, has now been made 
a member of the firm, 

The John Bert Drug Company and the 
A. Jazek meat market at Milligan, Neb 
were destroyed by fire Jan. 23. The total 
damage is $5,000, with insurance gt. 
mated to cover a little over half the logs 

Between $25,000 and $30,000 damage 
was caused by a fire at Greenwood, Neb 
Jan. 24, which completely wiped out th: 
First National Bank, the postoffice ang 


the Ernest Smith drug store. The jp. 
surance will total $18,000. Fire appar. 


tus from Lincoln and Havelock saved the 
remainder of the business district. The 
fire started in an unknown manner jp 
the bank. An odd feature connected with 
the fire was that it set off the burglar 
alarm. 


Missouri Notes 


Fire destroyed the new consolidate 
high school at New Bloomfield, Mo. Jan, 
24. Loss $50,000. New Bloomfield has n 
fire department. 

Water spouting from a broken fire plug 
flooded the basement of the Harry L 
Hussman_ Refrigerator & Supply Com- 
pany, Leffingwell avenue and North Mar. 
ket street, St. Louis, Jan. 20, doing dan. 
age estimated at $35,000 before wate 
department employes could cut off th 
water. 

The main plant of the American Ther. 
mometer Company, 3146 Lucas avenue, 
St. Louis, was damaged $15,000 by fire 
Jan. 27. The flames started in a boiler 
room and jumped across a 5-foot area- 
way to a two-story residence used asa 
warehouse. This structure was badly 
damaged. The loss was covered by in- 




















STATES OF-THE SOUTHWEST 


Surance, 











NO CHANGE IN LICENSE PLAN 


Texas Department Will Continue to 
. Require Separate Affidavit for 
Every Company Represented 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 29.—There will 
be no change in the agent’s licensing 
system in Texas, according tO an au- 
thorized statement from Judge John M. 
Scott, commissioner of insurance. Last 








year’s method will be followed, the only 





change being in the color of the license 
cards. The current licenses are printed 
on blue tinted paper while the new 
cards will be on yellow paper. There 
will be no state fee of 50 cents for each 
card issued, as was started last year and 
subsequently held illegal by the s- 
preme court of Texas. . 

There are approximately 5,000 frre 
agents in Texas who, with their mult- 
plied agencies, require 80,000 licenses 
This means a separate card for each 
company represented by an agent. Be 
fore he can get these required cards he 








Oklahoma City 





BATES ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Cable Address: BAJUSCO 


Our twenty-five years’ experience in adjustments for the Companies in 
the Southwest, Mexico, Central and South America, Cuba, and West 
Indies, gives us a knowledge of conditions uniquely fitting us to handle 
losses in that territory. 


OFFICES 


Tulsa 


Dallas 


Havana, Cuba 














en with 
f Omaha 
en made 


and the 


isolidated 
Mo. Jan, 
1d has no 


| fire plug 
Harry L 
ply Com- 
orth Mar. 
ing dam- 
re water 
t off the 


can Ther- 
S avenue, 
0 by fire 
1 @ boiler 
‘oot area- 
used asa 
yas badly 
ed by in- 


L_J 





he license 
re printed 
the new 
er. There 
s for each 
t year and 

the su- 


5,000 fire 
eir multi- 
) licenses. 
for each 
gent. Be- 
1 cards he 


itl 


uba 











January 31, 1924 


a 


THE NATIONAL 





UNDERWRITER 








must answer a questionnaire and swear 
to same. The affidavit fee is not less 
than 25 cents in each instance. This 
gmount and 50 cents is charged where 
there is no notary in the office. Where 
an independent notary is required the 
ysual charge is 50 cents. This would 
mean $40,000 in the aggregate. 

Some of the fire companies have sug- 
ested that this system of duplication 
be discarded and one license issued to 
each agent, or a total of 5,000 cards or 
licenses, instead of 80,000. This sugges- 
tion has not been accepted this year and 
the former system will again prevail. 
The present arrangement may be modi- 
fed at some future time, possibly next 
year, but there are no assurances to 
that end. 


Discuss Income Tax 


DALLAS, TEX., Jan, 29.—“The Federal 
Income Tax and Your Business” was the 
main subject for discussion at the regu- 
jar semi-monthly meeting of the Dallas 
Fire Underwriters Association. Lloyd 
Smith, income tax expert, discussed the 
income tax from all angles. Several mat- 
ters pertaining to the activities of the 
association were discussed, among which 
was the affiliation with the Dallas Cham- 
ber of Commerce. It was said the dis- 
cussion is going on bet'ween the associa- 
tion and the chamber of commerce and 
that indicates are it will be success- 
ful J. W. Blanton, president of the as- 
sociation, presided at the meeting. 


Inspection at Bristow 


BRISTOW, OKLA., Jan. 28.—The Okla- 
homa Fire Prevention Association held 
a two-day fire prevention inspection in 
Bristow last week, a strong representa- 
tion of field men having unusually good 
cooperation from local agents in Bristow 
and local business men. The field men 
directed the inspection work throughout 
the two days and held several meetings, 
the first being at the Chamber of Com- 
merce with the Cooperative Club. At 
this meeting Mayor Malcolm Morrison 
made an address, commending the guests 
on their work and talks were also made 
by J. A. Atkinson, secretary of the Fire 
Prevention Association, and State Agent 
J.C, Delaney of the Sun, president of the 
association. In the evening a public 
meeting was held at' which the field men 
reported on the progress of their work. 
The second day a luncheon was held 
with the Chamber of Commerce and 
Lions Club at which the official reports 
and recommendations were made. Harry 
K, Rogers, engineer of the fire preven- 
tion department of the Western Ac- 
tuarial Bureau, was present and assist'ed 
in directing the inspection work, as 
well as giving his usual “Fire Clown” 
talk to the school children, 


Texarkana Agency Change 


Leslie Anderson of Anderson & Watts, 
Texarkana, Tex., has purchased Mr. Watts’ 
interest. He will operate under the firm 
mame, however. Mr. Watts is now con- 
nected with the Aetna Life at Texarkana. 

L. E. Ogden is now associated with Mr. 
Anderson as special agent for the Reserve 
Loan Life. In addition to representing 
fire and casualty companies, Mr. Anderson 
— agent for the Reserve Loan 

e, 


Rearrange Texas Field 


Mike Ferguson, who has been special 

agent for both the North America and 
the Alliance in Texas, will in the future 
handle only the business of the North 
America. The Alliance will be handled 
by George Young, who is also a special 
agent for the Philadelphia Fire & 
Marine. The two will work out of the 
Dallas office. Ben I. Simpson, assistant 
Manager of the southern department of 
the Phidelphia Fire & Marine, was in 
allas last week arranging the changes, 
Another change was that of L. F. 
seakins, formerly with the Hornberger- 
Beckman Company at San Antonio, who 
Snow traveling south Texas for the 
nee and the Philadelphia Fire & 
arine. He will make his headquarters 
at San Antonio. 


Ferguson Attacks Commission 


PeUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 29.—James_ E. 
— who was impeached while gov- 
—~: of Texas, and has announced as a 

idate for governor in the coming 
a primary, in his platform at- 
ond e State Fire Insurance Commission 

the Industrial Accident Board of 


Texas. He declares that the Fire Insur- 
ance Commission “is really the creature of 
the big fire companies. Without some 
legal sanction the companies were afraid 
to fix fire rates by agreement for fear of 
being convicted under the anti-trust law.” 
He declares that the board ought to be 
abolished and thereby save the $348,000 
appropriated for it. 

His attack on the industrial accident 
board is based primarily on salaries paid 
to members. The chairman now receives 
$4,500 and the two members $4,000 each. 
He would cut these salaries to $3,600 and 
$3,000 respectively. 


More Power to State Board 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 29.— 
Additional power will be granted the 
Oklahoma state insurance board to con- 
trol rates on fire, tornado and other in- 
surance policies, if a resolution introduced 
in the senate in current session is passed. 
It is claimed that the board, under exist- 
ing laws, has failed to prevent increases 
in rates where action should have been 
taken; that insurance rates have been in- 
creased without just cause, and in many 
eases are higher in Oklahoma than in 


and unreasonable. 


Oklohoma City Board’s Plans 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 29.— 
E. R. Ledbetter, J. F. McCullough and 
Fred Neff were appointed on a committee 
to provide speakers for the year’s pro- 
gram outlined by the Oklahoma Fire Un- 
derwriters Association at Saturday’s meet- 
ing. The program, as outlined by Eugene 
Whittington, president, is purely educa- 
tional, and will consist of a talk on some 
subject vital to the operation to the in- 
surance business by a member selected by 
the committee. The subjects will be as- 
signed. 


El Paso Agency Expands 


Reed & Snider of El Paso have con- 
solidated their agency with the Mortgage 
Investment Company, which last year 
bought the James L. Marr agency and 
the Ramsey & Foster agency. This 
makes the agency one of the largest in 
western Texas. 


Sellers Goes With Continental 


T. G. Sellers, who has been with the 
National Union at San Antonio has been 
appointed special agent for the Conti- 
nental, succeeding Harry Haines, re- 
cently resigned. Mr. Sellers will make 
his headquarters in San Antonio. 


Arkansas Notes 


Fire destroyed the Style-Right_ Shop 
and the Freeman Sample Store at Clyde- 
ville, Ark., last week with an estimated 
loss of $125,000, 

Fire at Rison, Ark., has destroyed three 
buildings in the heart of the business 
section with an estimated loss of $25,000, 
which was uninsured. 





Texas Notes 


The R. O. Culp Agency at Temple, Tex., 
has been sold to Wilson & Sherrill, 


of Dallas will give its third dance at 
Lakewood Country Club the evening of 
Feb. 1 

Cc. H. Cole, who has been in the insur- 
ance business at Coleman, Tex., for some 
years, died from a stroke of apoplexy 
Jan, 24. 

Fire losses at Lufkin, Tex., for 1923 
exceeded the amount of premiums paid, 
the losses being $69,398.42 and net pre- 
miums $63,299.62. 

Olin T. Smyth has purchased the 
agency of R. E. Pitts at Cleburne, Tex. 
Mr. Smyth formerly operated a local 
agency at Rio Vista, Tex. 

Tuckertown, a small oil town near 
Corsicana, Tex., suffered a fire Jan, 21 
which destroyed approximately one-half 
of the town, resulting in a property loss 
of some $30,000. 

George Adams, vice-president of the 
Texas Association of Insurance Agents, 
has taken a partner into his agency, 
which is the largest in Bryan, Tex. The 
new partner is R. C. Franks, who has 
been an employe of the agency for a 
number of years. The firm name of 
George A. Adams Insurance Agency will 
be retained, however. 


Oklahoma Notes 


S. L. Reeburgh has been appointed spe- 
cial agent for the Upsher & Upsher gen- 
eral agency of Oklahoma City. 

D. P. Barrett of Indianapolis, manager 
of the Niagara farm and survey depart- 





ment, was in Oklahoma City Monday. 





many other states; and that the existing 4 
rates in certain instances are Te 


John Naghten & Co. 


General Managers 
Established 1863 


W. E. HOUK 
Terre Haute, Ind. 


State Agent for 
Illinois and Indiana 





The Helping Hand 


In every Metropolitan-Hibernia agency there is a warm spirit 
of friendship and a close contact with the home office. 
attention to agency matters has built a confidence in the ability 
of the company to “come through” in all trying situations. The 
company is well over twenty years old and is amply financial 
and thoroughly sound. We are now operating in Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Indiana, Wisconsin and Illinois. 


Established 1903 


Metropolitan - Hibernia 


Fire Insurance Company 


Non-Affiliated 





CHICAGO IN 1833 


Operating in Illinois, 

Indiana, Ohio, Penn- 

syvlania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin 
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The Fire Underwriters’ Dancing Club | 





A Company 
Worth Knowing 


From coast to coast, agents speak of 
their pleasant associations with this 
company. 

They are proud of it for “back of 
each policy is the full strength of a 
powerful organization.” You could 
profit by representing it. 


PHILADELPHIA 
FIRE AND MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


508 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


125 Trumbull Street 204-14 Pine Street 
Hartford, Conn. San Francisco, Cal. 


745 Georgia Trust Co. Bldg., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


209 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill. 





Insurance Exchange 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


E. P. GREINER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


State Agent for 
Michigan and Ohio 
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MILWAUKEE MECHANICS’ 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


FIRE 


TORNADO 


AUTOMOBILE 


Tim@-TEMPERED STRENGTH, SECURITY AND SERVICE 


KENTUCKY AND THE SOUTH 


—_ 























of Wetertoron WA. 


FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 


AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 


ALFRED PAULL & SON, General Agents for West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va 
FP. G@. HERMAN, State Agent, Indiana and Kentucky, Indianapolis, Ind. 
O. T. PRICE, State Agent, Missouri, Kansas City, Mo. 
CLAUDE SHERWIN, State Agent, Kansas and Oklahoma, Wichita, Kaas. 
E & FREEMAN, State Agent for Iowa and Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 
E. W. PEPPER, State Agent for Minnesota, Minneapolis 
J. D. LA TEER, 2127 Insurance Exchange, State Agent, Illinois and Wisconsin, Chicago 


LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 


EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan, East Lansing 
CASHMAN & EVANS, General Agents, Colorado, Denver 
H. T. JULIAN, State Agent, Western Ohio, W. A. SEAVER, State Agent for Eastern 


Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 

















R. M. BISSELL, President 


WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


The Company That Aims To Excel In Service 


FIRE 


HAIL 


TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE 


FARM 
TRACTOR 








SURPLUS 
LINES ano 
FLOATERS 


companies and at Lloyd’s, London. 


YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED; 


Insurance Exchange 


Exceptional facilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusua! forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 


Re-Insurance Contracts Drawn and Placed. 


PROMPT ATTENTION 
F. R. THOMPSON 


Chicago, Il. 








H. M. BARFIELD 
President 





H. S. BASSETT CHARLES H. HARRADEN 
Secretary Managing Underwriter 


Insurance 


Surplus to Policyholders - 


Buckeye National Fire 


Co. 


- $149,508.34 





ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 





OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED 











Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Capital $200,000.00 


O. E. STRAUCH, Secy. 


Wheeling, West Virginia 


WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. 


Surplus to Policyholders $344,258.94 


C. W. VOELLGER, State Agent 











PLANS FOR BOARD MEETINGS 





Tennessee Association of Insurance 
Agents Will Arrange for Speakers 
to Give Trade Information 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 28.— 
The Tennessee Association of Insurance 
Agents through the chairman of its edu- 
cation committee, Henry G. McMillan 
of Knoxville, is organizing a speakers 
bureau to operate in four sections of the 
state. The duties of speakers will be to 
visit local boards at their regular or 
called meetings with a view of increas- 
ing their attendance, loyalty and co- 
operation and to give information on 
all lines of insurance. It has been a 
problem to secure interest in local board 
meetings. It is thought that through 
these speakers members will attend the 
meeting and will take with them their 
clerks. 

It is quite certain that a number of 
the agents will attend the Tennessee 
regional meeting at Columbia, Feb. 7. 
The visiting agents will be entertained 
at luncheon by the Columbia Board, of 
which C. D. Looney is president. Some 
definite plans will be worked out as to 
an agents qualification law which it is 
proposed to put before the 1925 legis- 
lature with such force as to insure its 
passage. 

Voice from a Small Town 


the smaller 
Tennessee 
multiplicity of 


One of the 
towns has written to the 
association regarding 
agents as follows: 


agents in 


As to real estate and loans with insur- 
ance, I do not see how a man could live 
by insurance alone in a small town, 
since it appears that’ some insurance 
companies will make anybody agent who 
will send them one risk a month. There 
are some agents who, to my knowledge, 
cannot write an insurance policy, who 
do not know the difference between the 


three-fourths and insurable value 
clauses. I do not know how it is in 
the cities, but in the small town it is 


almost a disgrace to be an insurance 


agent. When a man takes up insurance 
they think he has failed in everything 
else. If the qualification law would 


really bar the incompetents I am for it. 
Unless they thin out some of these 
agent's they will have to work at some- 
thing else for a living and carry insur- 
ance as a side line. Under the head of 
commissions, it appears to me they are 
as smal) as a man of any ability could 
afford to work for when there are so 


many things that the same amount of 
brains and energy will bring bigger 
returns. 


I can not see why an agent who pays 
his premiums should not have the ad- 
vantage of a cash discount; or make it 
strictly cash to all, like any other busi- 
ness. But some companies will let an 
agent lag along for a year. What incen- 
tive is there for another agent to pay 
cash when he can use the money and 
make 8 or 10 percent with it. If you 
have a large volume of business it takes 
capital to carry it, and capital means 
loss of interested when it is invested in 
equipment and accounts. 

Now here is the gist of this small 
town agent’s views which in view of 
conditions in the insurance world today 
some of those involved might take notice 
and profit: 

“T have come to believe,” says he, “that 
all tradesmen are to blame for the abuses 
with which they have to contend. It is 
usually caused by greediness and ignor- 
ance. Each fellow goes the other one 
better, clear out of the bounds of com- 
mon sense. From my limited view I 
think the insurance companies are to 
blame for most of their troubles since 
they appoint any and most everybody 
agent and ‘sic ’em’ on each other. They 
seem to think there is more in quantity 


than quality when the more of some 
business they get the worse off they 
are.” 

Walford W. Hardwicke, of W. W. 


Hardwicke Walford Company local 
agency, Richmond, is spending some time 
at Asheville, N. C., recuperating from a 
spell of illness, 
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MORE SUITS BY ROBERTSoy 


Retiring Mississippi Revenue Agent 
Makes 73 Companies Defendants 
in Farewell Move 





JACKSON, MISS., Jan. 29.—Shortly 
before he retired from the office of 
state revenue agent of Mississippi Jag 
week, Stokes V. Robertson, who started 
the anti-trust suit against the fire ingyr. 
ance companies three years ago, Started 
about 200 tax suits against various cor. 
porations. Among the defendants are 
73 insurance institutions, stock, mutual 
and reciprocal, as follows: 


Stock Fire—Allied Underwriters of 
Union of Canton, Alpha-General, Amerijcan 
General, Chicago; American Automobile, 
Anglo-American Underwriters, British 
American, Consolidated, Continental yp. 
derwriters, Cuban National, Eagle Star & 
British Dominions, Employers’ Fire, Fed. 
erated Fire Reinsurance, Fidelity Union 
Fire, Great Lakes, Hampton Roads Fire ¢ 
Marine, Indemnity Company of America 
International, Liberty Fire of St. Louis, 
Maryland Motor Car, McAlister Underwrit- 
ers, Metropolitan National, National §e. 
curity, National Union, Netherlands, New 
India, New York State Fire, Nippon, 
Northern of Moscow, Ohio Valley Fire & 
Marine, Omaha Liberty, Osaka Marine & 


Fire, Paternelle, Phenix Underwriters, 
Prudential of Great Britain, Retailers 
Fire of Oklahoma, City of Richmond, 


Skandia, Skandinavia, Standard American 
of Chicago, Stuyvesant Underwriters, 
Swiss Reinsurance, Union of Indianapolis, 
United States Underwriters, Union & 


| Phenix Espanol, Utah Home, Western As- 


surance. 

Mutual Fire—Atlantic Mutual, Savan- 
nah: Atlantic Mutual Fire, Philadelphia; 
Hardware Dealers‘ Mutual, Wisconsin; 
Indiana Lumbermen’s Mutual, Lumber- 
men’s Mutual, Mansfield; Lumber Mutual, 
Boston: Michigan Millers’ Mutual, Minne- 
sota Implement Mutual Fire, Pennsylvania 
Lumbermen’s Mutual, Retail Hardware 
Mutual Fire, Minneapolis. 

Reciprocals—Belt Automobile Indem- 
nity, Canners’ Exchange, Chicago; Con- 
solidated Exchange, Kansas City; Drug- 
gists‘ Indemnity Exchange, St. Louis 
Hardware Underwriters, Elgin; Individual 
Underwriters, New York; Lumbermen’s 
Underwriting Alliance, Kansas City; Lum- 
ber Underwriters, Chicago; Merchants’ 
Reciprocal Underwriters, Dallas; Manu- 
facturing Lumbermen’s Underwriters, 
Kansas City; National Lumber Manuface- 
turers’ Inter-Insurance Exchange, Chi- 
cago: New York Reciprocal Underwriters, 
Casualty Reciprocal Exchange, Kansas 
City: Reciprocal Exchange, Kansas City; 
Utilities Indemnity Exchange, St. Louis; 
Western Reciprocal Underwriters, Kansas 
City, and Wholesale Grocery Subscribers, 
Chicago. 





Reutlinger Gets General Agency 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 29.—Ar 
rangements have been made by Reut- 
linger & Co. of Louisville, for handling 
a general agency for the Central States 
Fire, Adolph Reutlinger, head of the 
agency, having been in Hartford, Conn., 
last week in connection with securing 
the general agency. P 

The agency, which handles placing of 
insurance on tobacco of the Burley As- 
sociation, is about ready Tor announce 
ment of insurance on the Burley line 
for 1924-5, the old coverage having run 
as of Jan. 25. 





Chattanooga Has Low Rate 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Jan. 29— 
Chattanooga enjoys the lowest fire In 
surance rate of any city in Tennessee. 
This fact was brought out in the report 
of a special committee appointed by the 
Chamber of Commerce to investigalt 
rates. Chattanooga is in the — 
class, while Nashville is in class 2%, an 
other cities are given still higher rates 
by the fire insurance companies. 

The committee making the report was 
composed of T. C, Thompson, Herman 
Ferger and C. L. Alexander, prominent 
local insurance men. The loss ratio for 
Chattanooga was reported as follows: 





1918, 86 percent; 1919, 40.5; 1920, 286; 
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1921, 42.99; 1922, 48.07. The average rate 
for the period was 49.2 percent. 

The low insurance rate enjoyed in 
chattanooga is due largely to the splen- 
did fire department and to the adequate 
water supply for the city. 


New Nashville Bureau Manager 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 29—T. P. 
Bethshares, formerly chief inspector of 
the Nashville office of the Tennessee In- 
spection Bureau, has been promoted to 
manager of the local bureau, succeed- 
ing J. G. Blakemore, who resigned to be- 
come secretary and treasurer of the 
Nashville City Transfer Company, and 
js now out of the insurance field. 


North British Field Men Meet 


Southern field men of the North British 
& Mercantile met at Atlanta, Ga., this 
week for their annual conference. 
Among the company men present were: 
General Agent A. R. Thomasson, man- 
ager of the southern territory; General 
Adjuster W. E. Barton; General Agent 
John P. Hollerith, and Advertising Man- 
ager C. S. S. Miller. 


New Tennessee Department Actuary 


The Tennessee insurance department, 
of which A. S. Caldwell is commissioner, 
has engaged the services of James H. 
Washburn of New York, as actuary, 
effective Feb. 1. Appropriation was made 
by the last legislature for obtaining a 
department actuary. 


Bill Seeks Mississippi Changes 


JACKSON, MISS., Jan., 29.—Bill No. 23, 
recently offered in the state senate, pro- 
vides for the creation of a state fire in- 
surance commission, whose function it 
will be to fix rates which all licensed fire 
insurance companies must charge upon 
risks in the commonwealth, and gener- 
ally to define conditions under which the 
offices must operate. Under the terms of 
the measure the state fire marshal shall 
have power to investigate a loss before 
payment thereof be made, and if he 
deem it desirable to enforce prosecution 
in order to fix responsibility for the fire. 
Rebating in any form is prohibited, and, 
if indulged in, subjects the offender to 
severe penalties. Providing the bill be- 
comes a law it is to be immediately 
effective. 


Louisiana on Tax Rampage 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Jan. The 
annual tax fever S again hit the parishes 
of Louisiana. Starting off with the new 
year the parishes of Lafayette and Saint 
Landry have adopted ordinances making 
the minimum tax for fire insurance com- 
panies $180, the same that levied by 
the state. In adopting the state scale of 
taxes, it is not believed the parish au- 
thorities gave the matter the proper 
thought, as the premium income of many 
companies in these parishes is com- 
paratively small. The tax is prohibitive 
and if not rescinded will undoubtedly re- 
sult in wholesale withdrawals from these 
parishes, 

A committee of insurance men has been 
appointed to take the matter up with the 
parish authorities and it is confidently 
expected that when the matter is pre- 
sented to them in the proper light the 
ordinance will be withdrawn. 


 — 
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Many Fires in New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Jan. 29.—There 
has been a large number of fires reported 
in New Orleans last week due to the 
extremely cold weather. It was colder 
in New Orleans the first few days of 
last week that it has been for many 
years, 

The majority of homes in New Orleans 
are not built for cold weather and as a 
consequence many kinds of oil and gas 
heaters were put into use. In several 
cases people would leave their homes 
and neglect to turn off the heaters. 


Royal’s Field Meeting 


The southern field men of the Royal 
have been notified that their annual 
meeting will take place in Atlanta, Feb. 
6. The state and special agents are to 
Visit southern department headquarters 


two days earlier to attend their own 
conference, which is held prior to the 
Seneral meeting of the field men with 


the company officials. 


Hughes Made Agency Superintendent 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Jan. 29.—H. J. 
Ughes, former special agent in south 





Texas for Liverpool & London & Globe, 
who has been in the southern department 
office of his company at New Orleans as 
chief clerk, has been appointed agency 
superintendent. Don Chapman, who suc- 


ceeded H. J. Hughes in the field in 
Texas and who was recently called to 
the southern department office to take 
charge of the loss department, has ar- 
rived at New Orleans and taken up his 
new work, 


Commissioner Henry Approved 


JACKSON, MISS., Jan. 28—Commis- 
sioner T. M. Henry has been officially 
retained in office as insurance commis- 


sioner of Mississippi and given an indi- 
cation that there will be some degree of 
cooperation between the governor's office 
and that of the insurance commissioner. 


The Mississippi law requires that state 
officials must have their bond approved 
by the governor before assuming their 


duties and in the case of Commissioner 
Henry, who was reelected at the last 
election, retiring Governor Russell re- 
fused to do this. Governor Whitfield, 
who has now taken office, has corrected 
this, however, his first official act being 
the approval of Commissioner Henry’s 
bond. 


Form Virginia Blue Goose 


Plans have been made by field men in 
Virginia for the formation of a new 
Blue Goose pond, according to word re- 
ceived by John F. Stafford, most loyal 
grand gander, from J. N. Jacobs, state 
agent for the Commercial Union at Rich- 
mont. Mr. Jacobs has arranged for im- 
mediate organization of the new pond, 
and expects to have officers elected and 
an application for a charter filed within 
a short time. Grand Gander Stafford has 
announced his intention of leaving New 
York on a midnight train Feb. 7 in order 
that he may be present at the initiation 
and installation ceremonies scheduled 
for Feb. 8 at Norfolk, Va. 


Louisiana Notes 


It is reported that the Louisiana Fire 
Prevention Bureau will rerate Lafayette, 
La., within the next few months, a re- 
duction being in prospect due to several 
improvements in fire fighting facilities. 

Fire destroyed four residences in West 
Monroe, La., last week, with an estimated 
loss of $30,000. 

James Tuttle, Alabama field represent- 
ative for the Liverpool & London & 
Globe, has been in New Orleans, visiting 
the southern department headquarters of 
his company. 

Ralph M. Pons, special agent for the 
general agency of Godchaux & Mayer of 
New Orleans, has been elected secretary 
of the company. Mr. Pons has been con- 
nected with the agency for the past 15 
years and his promotion is well merited. 

James B, Ross, well known insurance 
man of New Orleans, was compelled to 
be away from his office last week. He 
has been suffering with an abscess which 
formed on the eye ball. His physician 
expects to have him in shape to return 
to his desk in a short while. 

L. H. Stubbs prominent local agent of 
St. Joseph, Mo., was in New Orleans last 
week on a business and pleasure trip. 
Mr. Stubbs had anticipated warm weather 
in New Orleans. He landed in the city 
and struck the tail end of one of most 
severe cold snaps ever experienced in 
New Orleans. Mr. Stubbs had hoped to 
try out the golf links in New Orleans. 





Virginia Notes 


The World Fire & Marine 
licensed in Virginia. 

M. S. Pendleton, formerly special agent 
in Virginia for the Yorkshire and Cale- 
donian, has opened an independent ad- 
juster’s office in Richmond. 

A charter of incorporation has been 
granted W. S. Matthews & Co., Norfolk, 
Va., authorizing the firm to do a general 


has been 


real estate and insurance agency busi- 
ness with capital limited to. $10,000 
W. S. Matthews is president and E. F. 


Ingram secretary. 


Receiver Asked for Lloyds 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 29.—In an 
effort to wind up the affairs of the Inter- 
national Lloyds of Indianapolis, an un- 
incorporated insurance concern, Frank 
K. Sawyer, a subscriber, has applied to 
probate court for a receiver. Assets of 
$90,000 are held by the executive com- 
mittee because it has no attorney-in-fact, 
it is said, one having died and one re- 
signed. Reily C. Adams, T. C. Rapp, J. 
P, Cook and F. H. Irwin, the committee, 
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CLEARY ann WINZER 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Specializing in Insurance Accounting 


CHICAGO 


Salle Street 








INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 





ILLINOIS MISSOURI IOWA 


QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 
GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. 


Wells Bidg., QUINCY, ILL. 


OHIO 
C. L. HARRIS & COMPANY 


Claim Examiners and Adjusters 
616 St. Clair Ave., N. E. 
CLEVELAND 
Branch Offices: Akron, Youngstown 
Our Service Covers Northeastern OHIO 





NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER 


Adjuster 
College Bidg., OTTAWA, ILL. 


39 Years in Insurance Work 


H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 
Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, O. 





ILLINOIS INDIANA 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 
ALL Claims against Fire Insurance Companies 


308 N. State St. CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Long Distance: Main 458 





R. E. MOORE 
Adjuster 
330 Peoria Life Bldg. 
PEORIA, ILL. 


H. A. HAMILTON 
Adjuster 
225 North Adams St. 
PEORIA, ILL. 








SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
N. C. McLEAN, JR. 
Adjuster 
508 Missouri Ave. 





W. E. PAGE 
Fire and Tornado Adjustments 
689 Continental & Com’! Bank Bldg. 
Wab. 0758 CHICAGO, ILL. 


INDIANA 
Automobile Adjustments Only 
EUGENE McINTIRE 


218 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 


W. P. Kelley, Pres. American Trust’ Bldg. 
H. J. Lederer, Vice-Pres. SOUTH BEND, 
C. W. Ginz, Sec’y and Treas. INDIANA 


This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losses 








EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL. | 


LYMAN HANES 
New York Life Building 
General Adjuster for Insurance Companies 
Geneva 2603 MINNEAPOLIS 
NORTHERN IOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 
F. M. NORRIS 
Independent Adjuster 
519 First Nat. Bank Bldg. Mason City, lowa 
MINNESOTA WISCONSIN 
CHARLES G. BATES 
General Adjuster for Companies 
30 Years’ Experience 
Plymouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
HOWARD ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
H. E. BJODSTRUP. 











Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
239-40 Realty Bldg. MITCHELL, SO. DAK. 
MISSOURI KANSAS 





F. W. LITTLE, JR. 
Adjuster 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Over 30 Years’ Experience 





KANSAS 
KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 


ire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjusted 
HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 


CENTRAL INSURANCE ADJUSTMENT CO. 
Automobile, Casualty and Subrogation Claime 


M. E. Streckenfinger, Attorney F. E. Whitney, Manager 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 








MISSOURI, KAN., OKLA., ARK. 
CHARLES C. COX, ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Est. 1914 
Adjustments 100% SERVICE 
— Theatre Bldg., SPRINGFIELD, MO. 





Mokanokla Adjustment Co. 
Investigations and Adjustments 
Fire and Casualty 
Thoroughly experienced men guided by 
Insurance Attorney 
Wichita, Kansas 


Office: 188 So. Jefferson St. Phone 1400 
vag Readers: 107 North Ave. Phone 1594 
Oo. C. KEMP Battle Creek, Michigan 
Adjuster of Fire Losses 





a week is the cost of The 
Sc National Underwriter by 
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Surplus to Policyholders $801,000.00 


Special Service to Brokerage Departments, Brokers and Local Agents 


Home Office: Wrigley Building, Chicago 
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ON THE PACIFIC COAST 








PREMIUMS IN SAN FRANCISCO 





Record for 1923 of Companies Which 
Exceeded $25,000 Mark in 
California City 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29— 
The Fire Underwriters Patrol of San 
Francisco announces the premium .in- 
come of San Francisco business in 1923 


for companies which exceeded= the 
$25,000 mark as follows: 
Home ......$317,952 Sun ........ 6§,061 
L. & L. & G. 294,841 Phoenix, Ct. 63,545 
Aetna ...... 267,104 wens 61,460 
Hartford ... 238,420 Scot. U.& N. 59,732 
Firemen’s F. 237,775 Gr. Amer... 59,282 
California .. 199,158 St. P. F&M. 58,108 
Continental. 168,417 Pitts. Und... 56,679 
No. Br. & M. 142,836 Connecticut.. 56,610 
N. America.. 140,131 Am. Cent... 52,729 
North., Eng. 133,178 Repub. Und. 52,685 
Royal ...... 128,436 N. Y. Und... 52,506 
London 124,689 Glens Falls. 50,907 
N. Zealand... 106,771 Dubuq.F.&M, 42,873 
S. Fire 101,376 North River 39,444 
Gl. & Rute 94,321 Superior ... 38,89 
Fid.-Phenix. 90,665 Br. & Fed. U. 37,973 
Millers Nat. 90,656 Union, Eng. 37,093 
Netherlands. 8,199 Nat.-B. Fr.. 35,070 
National ... 84,363 Ogithrpe. U. 34,473 
Springfield... 82,683 Pennsylv. .. 33,907 
Niagara ... 82,477 Bank. & S.. 31,789 
Lond. & Lan. 81,900 Amer., N. J. 30,233 
Phoenix,Eng. 81,164 Agricult. ... 30,174 
Norwich ... 74,247 Royal Ex... 29,606 
Automobile. 71,074 Natl. Lib... 28,929 
Com. Union. 69,301 Concordia .. 28,207 
Home F.&M. 68,801 Peoples Nat. 26,492 
Atlas - 66,951 N. W. Mut.. 26,30 
Fire Assn... 66,674 Palatine ... 26,079 
Nat. Union. 66,292 Allemannia. 26,180 
General Reports Progress 
Splendid progress is shown by the 


General of Seattle according to figures 
given out, covering its first eight months 
of operation. Net premiums written 
since May total more than $400,000. The 
company is capitalized at $1,250,000, was 
under no expense for organization pur- 
poses and issued no bonus stock. In its 
eight months of operation the company, 
after deducting all expenditures for 
equipment and expenses of organizing an 
agency plant, has increased its gross 
assets more than $100,000. Its surplus 
amounts to more than $20,000. The com- 
pany is licensed in Washington, Oregon, 
Illinois and California. 


Seattle Exchange Elects 


SEATTLE, WASH., Jan. 22—New offi- 
cers of the Fire Insurance Exchange for 
1924 include: George R. Thieme, insur- 
ance manager for Thieme, Morris, Han- 
sen & Rowland, president; Harry J. Sin- 
gleton, insurance manager of Charles E. 
Horton & Co., vice-president; Harry 
Egan, secretary-treasurer. Trustees 
chosen were Alfred K. Fiskin, insurance 
manager, Fisken & Co.; John C. Coart, 
insurance manager, Alexander & Bald- 
win; William H. Ritter of William H. 
Ritter & Co.; Edmund Bowden of Bow- 
den, Gazzan & Arnold; R. C. Atkinson, 
insurance manager of J. M. E. Atkinson 
& Son; Mr. Singleton, and Mr. Thieme. 

A ruling of the exchange directed in 
favor of the single agency to each town 
was stricken in order to harmonize with 
the agency limitation law passed by the 
state legislature at its last session, 
which gives cities of 50,000 population or 
over the right to have two agencies. 


Washington Agents’ Resolutions 


Passing of a resolution against the 
Jones compensation bill (S. B. 498) 
marked the meeting of the conference 
and executive committees of the Indus- 
trial Agents League of Washington at 
Olympia, with Commissioner Fishback. 
The meeting was well attended, all com- 
mitteemen being present. 

Sentiment at the meeting was in favor 
of a flat 25 percent commission on auto- 
mobile insurance throughout the state 
and it was agreed to interest companies 
in this. The committees also went on 
record as opposed to the appointment of 
banks, savings and loan institutions of 
trust companies as insurance agents. 

Harry Egan of Seattle was elected field 
secretary for the league. 


J. C. McCaughern, secretary of the Pa- 
cific Board, was injured in an automobile 
collision last week while driving from 
San Francisco to his home in San Mateo. 





MAKE COAST FIELD CHANGES 





Several New Appointments and Trans- 
fers Announced From Pacific 
Headquarters 





SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29.— 
Ralph T. Boyd, special agent for the 
Automobile of Hartford, has resigned 
to open an agency in Oakland, Cal., 
where he will represent the three Aetna 
companies. Mr. Boyd is one of the 
best known of northern California field- 
men. His first insurance experience 
was with the McNear & Wayman gen- 
eral agency, which he joined in Febru- 
ary, 1900, as a clerk. Six years later 
he went with William J. Landers, gen- 
eral agent for the London and Niagara 
and in 1907 was appointed special agent, 
later going with the Niagara when that 
company opened its own office. He was 
appointed northern California ° special 
agent for the Automobile in 1919. 

J. H. Ewen, secretary and insurance 
manager for the Arthur D. Jones & Co. 
agency at Spokane, has been appointed 
special agent for the Hinchman & 
Wentz & Miller general agency for 
Oregon and Washington with headquar- 
ters at Seattle. Mr. Ewen, who is one 
of the best known insurance men of the 
northwest, has been with the Jones 
agency for the past four years, and was 
formerly manager of the insurance de- 
partment of the Hartman & Thompson 
local agency at Portland. Hinchman & 
Wentz & Miller represent the Abeille, 
Scottish Underwriters, and Firemen’s 
Underwriters. 

J. A. Cassidy, who has been northern 
California special agent for the fire de- 
partment of Seeley & Co., will here- 
after cover the San Joaquin valley and 
Alameda county for the fire, casualty 
and automobile departments, and E. J. 
Byrne, who has been automobile and 
casualty special covering nerthern Cal- 
ifornia, will now cover the north and 
south coast counties and the Sacra- 
mento valley, and will handle the fire 
as well as the automobile and casualty 
departments. 

Carl H. Sigglin, who has been in the 
local agency business at Portland for 
the past five years, has been appointed 
special agent at that city for the George 
H. Tyson agency. Mr. Sigglin will 
cover Oregon and southern Washing- 
ton. He succeeds F. I. Gollehur, who 
resigned to take over the managership 
of the Grand Rapids Show Case Com- 
pany of Portland. 





Demand Quake Cover in Washington 


SEATTLE, WASH., Jan. 29—A mate- 
rial addition to some of the insurance 
lines now carried in western Washing- 
ton is forecasted as a result of word 
received by Commissioner Fishback that 
some of the large mortgage companies 
carrying loans in this section have an- 
nounced they will insist upon borrowers 
placing earthquake coverage on prop- 
erties. 

Although some companies have had 
rates filed with the insurance department 
covering the earthquake hazard, little of 
such insurance had been written in the 
state heretofore, according to reports 
filed with the department. 


Pool to Write Standing Timber 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29.—A 
pool has been formed by six Pacific 
Coast insurance offices to write standing 
timber in the states of Oregon and Wash- 
ington. They are Edward Brown & Sons, 
who will assume 30 percent of the total 
liability; the North British, which will 
take 20 percent; Marsh & McLennan, 20 
percent; Liverpool & London & Globe, 
10 per cent; Dixwell Davenport, 10 per- 
cent, and the Northwich Union, 10 
percent, 


Seattle Losses Low 


SEATTLE, WASH., Jan. 29—Fire loss 
in 1923 for this city reached the low 
figure of $1.50 per capita, the lowest 





point in its history, according to an- 
nouncement of Fire Marshal Laing, who 
predicted substantial reductions in fire 
insurance rates in the next two years if 
this record can be kept up, Seattle re- 
cently completed motorization of its fire 
department. 

Seattle’s average for the last five years 
was $2.06. It had 2,215 fires in 1923. 
Fires that caused serious loss numbered 
481, with an insurance loss on buildings 
and contents of $482,303.55. 


Lacey Not Taking Fidelity Union 


H. H. Lacey enters an emphatic denial 
of the statement published recently that 
he will act as general agent for the 
Fidelity Union of Texas, which recently 
entered California. He states that he is 
and expects to remain manager of the 
Republic Underwriters in southern Cali- 
fornia. 

The Fidelity Union has appointed 
Justin Harrison, assistant secretary of 
the company, as California general agent 
with headquarters at Los Angeles. He 
says Mr. Lacey will not be affiliated with 
the company. 





San Francisco Blue Goose 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29—Gan- 
ders of the San Francisco Blue Goose 
will assemble, Feb. 4, for their fourth 
annual flight, banquet and ceremonial. 
A feature of the meeting, according to 
Harris M. Hoxie, wielder of the goose 
quill of the San Francisco pond, will be 
the presence of the ganders of the Cali- 
fornia pond from the “Love Nests” of 
Hollywood. The visitors have promised 
to bring with them their famous Wam- 
pus, which they assure the world will do 
its tricks, for the special edification of 
the Frisco goslings. “We need ‘raw 
meat,’” says Wielder Hoxie, “as the 
‘Wampus’ eats only once a year, like the 
‘Wow,’ and you all know what the ‘Wow’ 


Rolph With Swett & Co. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29.— 
Mayor James Rolph, Jr., of San Fran- 
cisco has entered the insurance business. 
This was announced with the forwarding 
to San Francisco of incorporation for a 
new concern which will be known as 
James Rolph, Jr.-W. B. Swett & Co., Inc. 
The Swett company was previously 
owned by C. H. Crawford, Los Angeles 
attorney, and W. B. Swett, well known 
in insurance circles for the past 20 years. 
They are also the owners of the Security 
Insurance Company of California. Mayor 
Rolph made the following announcement: 
“The present condition of shipping, in 
which I have been most actively engaged 
in the past, caused me a month ago to 
consider entrance into the insurance field. 
After a careful survey of the entire field, 
regardless of overtures made to me to 
establish a new general agency organi- 
zation on the Pacific Coast, I determined 
to combine my activity with that of W. 
B. Swett & Co., under the names of 
James Rolph, Jr.-W. B. Swett & Co., Inc. 

“The owners of W. B. Swett! & Co. and 
myself have mutual friends who advised 
both parties to the arrangement that the 
combination was not only a feasible one, 
but that it will be a highly profitable 
one for the joint concern as the business 
has been in the past for W. B. Swett 
& Co.” 





Oil Fire at Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., Jan. 29.—A se- 
rious conflagration was probably averted 
by the prompt application of chemicals 
to a flaming tank of distillate which ex- 
ploded at the plant of the General Petrol- 
eum Company in Los Angeles. The proxi- 
mity of several tanks of gasoline and 
distillate to the flaming tank, as well as 
the nearness of the tank farm of the Wil- 
shire Oil Company’s plant, added to the 
danger. Firemen from Los Angeles an- 
swered the alarm immediately but did not 
participate in extinguishing the blaze. 
Within seven minutes after workmen ap- 
plied fire-foam, a chemical designed to 
combat oil fires, the tank was reduced to 
a mass of twisted iron plates. Twenty- 
five hundred barrels of distillate were in 
the tank, but it is believed that the 
greater portion of this was saved by the 
fire-foam. 


Jackson Succeeds Junker 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 


Jan. 29,— 


Succeeding Harold Junker, Pacific Coast 
manager for Crum & Forster, appointed 
to an executive position in the New York 
office, Ward S. Jackson, who has been 
manager under Mr. 


assistant Junker, 





—=— 
will now assume the duties of Manager 
of the Pacific Coast department, 
Mr. Jackson entered insurance in J 
1910, as a solicitor for the Lewis 
Mitchell local agency at Oakland, 
The following year he was put in ¢ 

of the Alameda county branch office of 
several of the companies now representeg 
by Crum & Forster. He entered the gery. 
ice during the World War, and after 
discharge was appointed special agent for 
Crum & Forster companies, traveling 
Oregon and Idaho, and was later trans. 
ferred to Washington, with headquarters 
at Seattle. 

When the Crum & Forster generg 
agency established its own department 
office at San Francisco, Mr. Jackson was 
transferred to this city as agency super. 
intendent, in November, 1920. A year later 
he was advanced to the post of assistant 
manager under Manager H. Junker, 





Industrial Losses at Los Angeles 

LOS ANGELES, CAL., Jan. 29.—Dam. 
age estimated at $80,000 resulted from 
two fires in the industrial districts of Log 
Angeles last week. The plant of the Logs 
Angeles Smoking & Curing Company at 
2138 Sacramento street suffered a logs 
estimated at $20,000 from a fire which 
completely gutted the building and which 
was thought to have been caused by the 
explosion of an oil stove. The flames 
spread to the plant of the Specialties 
Manufacturing Company, causing damage 
estimated at $10,000. 

Fire of an undetermined origin de. 
stroyed the plant of the Abegg & Rein. 
hold Company, dealers in oil well supplies, 
at Santa Fe avenue and Twenty-fifth 
street, a few minutes after the flames 
were extinguished on Sacramento street, 
entailing a loss approximated at $50,000. 
Five companies worked more than four 
hours in protecting adjoining buildings, 


Coast Sprinkler Conference 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29.—The 
annual meeting of the Pacific Coast 
Sprinkler Conference will be held in the 
offices of the Pacific Board, Feb. 7-8. H. 
F. Badger, manager of the sprinklered 
risk department of the board, is making 
the arrangements for the meeting. 

Rating bureau representatives are ex- 
pected to attend from Los Angeles, Seattle, 
Portland, Vaucouver, Salt Lake, Phoenix 
and Boise. 

On the first day the sprinklered engi- 
neers of the various bureaus will convene 
for the purpose of discussing sprinkler 
installation rules, rating practices, and 
other subjects of mutual interest. On 
the second day a joint meeting with the 
leading sprinkler contractors of the Pacific 
Coast will be held. This session will be 
open to any company men, brokers or 
agents who care to attend. 





Coast Notes 
Stanislaus County Insurance Ass0- 
asatten a organized Jan. 25 at Modesto, 
Cal. 

The Dixie Fire, which was recently 
licensed in California, has applied for 
membership in the Pacific Board. 

F. C. Krieg, formerly manager of the 
Drake-Ballard Company at Billings, 
Mont., has opened a local agency of 
own at Billings. 

Mrs. E. C. Wisdom, assistant secretary 
of the Insurance Federation of Califor- 
nia, is resigning, effective Feb. 1. She 
will be succeeded by Miss Christine Dan- 
zer. 

N. W. Wilson, lately of Seattle, has 
wine named manager of the insurance 
department of the Coe A. McKenna + 4 
pany, Portland Ore. Mr. Wilson = 
cated in Portland in the insurance busi 
ness previous to going to Seattle. 

J. C. Griffiths, San Francisco mansey 
for the Commercial Union and = 
companies, was a recent visitor at Port- 
land, Ore., where he held a conference 
with his special agents. From Porte 
Mr. Griffiths went to Seattle for a sim 
conference. 


Connersville, Ind., Loss 

CONNERSVILLE, IND., Jan. 29.—The 
Public Savings Insurance Company's of- 
fice was one of the heavy losers in the 
half million dollar fire that struck Col 
nersville early Saturday morning. The 
strong wind threatened the whole busi- 
ness district. A. E. Leiter department 
store, J. H, Leffel’s physician office, Com 
nersville Publishing Company, Red Mens 
hall.and G. A. R. hall were the othe? 
heavy losers. 

The fire broke out in Green’s drug 
store and spread to the bank pbuilding. 
The first alarm was sent in at 2 _ 
and it was 11:30 before it was brow’ 
under control. The Richmond, Ind, 


department sent help, as well 4s 
from Cincinnati. 
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| IN THE MOUNTAIN FIELD 


ENFORCE RETALIATORY LAW 





Colorado Commissioner’s New Edict 
Affects 73 Companies Domiciled 
in 18 Different States 





DENVER, COL., Jan. 29—Colorado’s 
insurance department is again in the 
fimelight with something difterent. This 
time it is an attempt on the part of 
Commissioner Cochrane to enforce the 
so-called reciprocating provisions of the 
state law on companies of other states 
where charges are higher than the Colo- 
rado scale. ; 

Eighteen states and 73 companies are 
afected. Seven Colorado companies do 
business in other states. They are the 
American Life, Bankers International 
Life, Capitol Life, Farmers Life,» Moun- 
tain States Life, Merchants Fire and 
Western Casualty. No reciprocals or 
fraternals are affected. 

Noticees have been sent to 40 fire 
companies, 24 life companies, eight cas- 
walty companies and one assessment 
concern Of other states pointing out 
the discrepancy between what is 
charged Colorado companies to do busi- 
ness in their home states and what is 
charged them in Colorado. The depart- 
ment will demand that with payment 
of fees, taxes and charges on 1923 opera- 
tions the new fixed equalizing scale 
shall prevail. 

This law was passed in 1913. It is 
part of the department’s program to 
enforce payment for back years on all 
charges where a discrepancy can be 
discovered. This action may bring the 
matter into court, for it will mean con- 
siderable expense to some companies 
from states where both the premium tax 
and the other items are in excess of 
what Colorado charges. 

Seven states have a higher tax rate 
than Colorado. Colorado’s premium tax 





is 2 per cent. The states where Colorado 
companies operate with higher rates are: 
California, 2.6; Wyoming, 2.5; South 
Dakota, 2.5; Indiana; 3; Washington, 
2.25; Montana, 2.5, 

Colorado filing fees total $55. The 
following states charge Colorado com- 
panies as indicated: Maryland, $125; 
New Mexico, $100; Nebraska, $81; Kan- 
sas, $101; Ohio, $56; Washington, $60; 
Utah, $61, while Louisiana charges a 
sliding scale, 

Colorado charges $2 per agency 
license. The states that charge more 
are: Indiana, $3; Kentucky, $3; Montana, 
$5; West Virginia, $5; Illinois, $3; Ohio, 
$3. Twelve foreign companies only are 
ae in the difference in agency 
ees. 

Colorado has no fire marshal tax yet 
it is the purpose of the department to 
assess companies operating in that state 
where their home state makes such a 
charge against Colorado’s one fire insur- 
ance company. The tax and the states 
are: Nebraska, % of 1 per cent; Indiana, 
4 of 1 per cent; Ohio, % of 1 per cent; 
West Virginia, % of 1 per cent; Illinois, 
% of 1 per cent; Kentucky, % of 1 per 
cent, 

Company officials are resentful of 
course, that through ten years no 
attempt to equalize these charges was 
ever made. The law is not “recipro- 
cating” but is merely retaliatory. 





Seek Branch Office at Casper 


CASPER, WYO., Jan. 29—Civie organi- 
zations here are cooperating on plans 
for securing for Casper an office of the 
Rocky Mountain Fire Underwriters As- 
sociation. The movement was started 
recently by the Lions Club, which named 
a committee to take up the matter with 
other similar organizations, It is claimed 
that the location of such an office here 
would simplify insurance problems to a 
large degree. 











NEWS FROM EASTERN FIELD 











MOULTON FEDERATION HEAD 





Massachusetts State Officials Speak at 
Annual Meeting Against Gov- 
ernment Insurance 





BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 23.—Seven 
hundred insurance men from all parts 
of Massachusetts attended the annual 
meeting of the Insurance Federation of 
Massachusetts here Thursday. As in 
several past years the head table was 
graced by the presence of a number of 
the high state officials, each of whom 
spoke briefly along lines of vital inter- 
est to the insurance fraternity. 

After a silent toast to Charles C. Judd, 
tst president of the Federation, who 
died the past week, President William 
C. Moulton of Pittsfield introduced 
Lieutenant Governor Alvan T. Fuller, 
who spoke briefly. Insurance Commis- 
sioner Wesley E. Monk was the second 
speaker. He stated he had hoped he 
would be left until the last as he was 
always with the insurance people. He 
uged the insurance men to educate the 
points of contact they had with the in- 
suring public, namely, the agents and 
brokers, He quoted President Coolidge, 
who, he said, had declared the reason 
Sovernment should keep out of business 
on because it would be extravagant 
ut because it was inefficient in busi- 
= | There was nothing to be gained, 
pe said, by putting the insurance busi- 

~ into the hands of the government. 
“€ remedy would be worse than any 
disease that has become apparent. 
—" Loring Young, speaker af 
e Ouse of representatives, paid trib- 

hog the insurance men and their work. 
P Tederic W. Cook, secretary of state, 
ered the assistance of his office in 
aiding the in 








might be of benefit. Attorney General 
ay R. Benton called attention to his 
life-long interest in the insurance busi- 
ness through the fact that his father and 
his brother were engaged in that busi- 
ness. The tendency of the times seemed 
to be paternalistic, he said, but it could 
be stopped if the mass rise against it. 

The following officers were elected 
by the federation: President, William C. 
Moulton, Pittsfield; treasurer, Stephen 
E. Barton, Boston; secretary, G. M. 
Wallace, Boston. The vice-presidents 
include 24 representative agents of Mas- 
sachusetts cities and towns and the 
board of directors 30 representative 
agents. 





WARNS OF PUBLIC ADJUSTER 





Assistant Secretary Stinson of Camden 
Fire Asks Cooperation of Camden 
Realtors 





..CAMDEN, N. J. Jan. 29.—Assistant 
Secretary Norman B. Stinson of the 
Camden Fire in an address ‘at the 
weekly luncheon of the Camden Real 
Estate Board issued a warning to suf- 
ferers of loss by fire to be wary of an 
individual, who recently made his ap- 
pearance in Camden, and represents 
himself as being a “public insurance ad- 
juster.” 

Mr. Stinson asked the cooperation of 
the realtors in checking the activities 
of the “public insurance adjuster,” who 
makes a practice of calling on owners 
of Camden properties during or immed- 
iately after a fire and urges the em- 
ployment of his experience and service 
in having the loss quickly and accur- 
ately adjusted and settled. He obtains 


surance men in whatever a contract authorizing him to charge 


The North River Insurance Company 
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308-310 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 
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THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CoO. 
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" The fact that approximately 
one car out of every ten in 
Ohio is insured by The Great 
American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
stitution is ‘‘the people’s fa- 
vorite automobile insurance 
company.” 
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10 per cent. on the money collected 
from the insurance company. 

Mr. Stinson stated: 

“This individual gets 10 percent for 
doing absolutely nothing and more- 
over his services are unnecessary. In- 
surance companies make adjustments 
as quickly as posible and after the ad- 
justment is made this ‘public adjuster’ 
comes around and demands the 10 per- 
cent under the contract with the fire 
loss suffered.” 

Mr. Stinson declared that there was 
no need for anyone to make efforts to 
secure a settlement in case of a fire be- 
cause that was taken care of by the in- 
surance company as soon as circum- 
stances will permit. He asked the real 
estate men who are also engaged in the 
insurance business that they bring the 
matter to the attention of the insurance 
companies at once in case of a fire loss 
by any of their policyholders. He said 
this would. prevent the “public adjuster” 
from getting foothold in Camden and 
that as far as he knew the “public ad- 
juster” is not operating under any law 
in New Jersey. 


Baltimore to Be Self-Insurer 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—The city 
is to begin putting into effect gradually 
a plan to carry its own insurance on 
fireproof municipal buildings, it was an- 
nounced today. City Comptroller R. Wal- 
ter Graham recommended to the board 
of estimates that this be done. 

In 1914 an ordinance authorized 
creation of an insurance fund to be in- 
ereased $10,000 annually, Mr. Graham 
said. Two years later an ordinance was 
enacted giving the comptroller the right 
to put buildings under a municipal in- 
surance fund as policies expired. There 
is now $284,776.69 in the fund. 


the 





Maryland Insurance Bills 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—A bill in- 
troduced in the general assembly, spon- 
sored by the state forester, provides for 
the abatement of fire hazard by the 
establishment of a safety strip not to 
exceed 100 feet in width along railroad 
right-of-ways. 

More thorough 
boilers is provided 
in the house, 

This measure also establishes a more 
rigid standard of qualification for steam 
boiler inspection and establishes a fee 
system which would make the work, 
which is placed under the state board of 
labor and statistics, self-supporting. 


inspection 
in a bill 


of steam 
introduced 


London & Lancashire Appointment 


The London & Lancashire and 
Orient have appointed C. H. Tapley, sev- 
eral years connected with the Under- 
writers Bureau of New England, as their 
special agent for the Maine and New 
Hampshire territory, with headquarters 
in Portland, Me. Mr. Tapley was for- 
merly in his father’s agency in Fils- 
worth, Me., and later with the Factory 
Insurance Association, before going to 
the Bureau. He is a graduate of Bow- 
doin college. 


the 


Chesapeake Blue Goose Meets 
BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29.—Initiation 


meeting and informal banquet of the 
Chesapeake Blue Goose was held last 
night. There were 40 in attendance. 


M. L. May, most loyal gander, was toast- 
master. Those initiated were Malcolm 
Jordan, Chief Salvage Corps, Baltimore; 
Alvin P. Lloyd, Fred S. James & Co.: 
John Y. Sheey, general agent Fireman's 
Fund; J. A, Richardson, Jr., Northern. 


Baltimore Class Meets 


The weekly educational class of the 
Insurance Society of Baltimore held a 
meeting this week. Paul I. Leary, man- 
ager of the Maryland Surety Bureau, ad- 


dressed the class on “Fire Insurance 
Maps and Plans.” Next Monday he will 
explain the origin, purpose and uses. 


These classes are well attended and much 
interest is shown. 


Working Out Maryland Revisions 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—Definite 
plans for working out new state insur- 
ance laws have been decided upon, ac- 
cording to an announcement made by 
Wilson L. Coudon, deputy insurance 
commissioner. The several kinds of in- 
surance were referred to committees, 
which will undertake revision of the 








present laws. Following their action the 
members will meet at Mr. Coudon’s office 
on Feb. 1. 

The question of earned commissions 
and surplus of mutual companies was 
referred to the committee on fire and 
allied insurance, of which John P. Lau- 
ber is chairman. The matter of impos- 
ing fines by the insurance department 
was referred to the office of Thomas H. 
Robinson, attorney-general. Stamping 
of unanticipated insurance policies was 
referred to F. Herbert Longfellow, chair- 
man of the marine committee. The 
stamping of authorized mutual policies 
was referred to the committee on fire 
insurance, 

It was agreed upon, Mr. Coudon said, 
that each kind of insurance should be 
given a separate section in the law. 





Heavy New Jersey Losses 


Fire which started in the kitchen of a 
restaurant at Bridgeton, N. J., in the 
Philadelphia suburban territory, Sunday, 
spread to adjoining buildings, threatened 
the entire business section of the town 


and caused loss estimated at $350,000. 
The large Feinstein building, the tem- 
porary quarters of the Bridgeton Na- 


tional Bank, nine stores and several offices 
were wrecked by flames. Severe cold 
weather handicapped the firemen. 

Another New Jersey fire caused about 
$100,000 loss in the destruction of two of 
the four factory buildings of Otto Berntz, 
manufacturers of plumbers’ tools, etc., at 
Newark, Jan. 24. 

At Johnstown, Pa., about $300,000 loss 
was caused by fire when an employe of 
the Johnstown Barber Supply Company 
tripped and dropped a large bottle of 
alcohol, causing an explosion and fire. The 
factory building was of three-story brick 
in a badly congested district of the city. 


Philadelphia Fire Insurance Society 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 29—The 
Fire Insurance Societ'y of Philadelphia, 
at the annual meeting, elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the ensuing year: 
J. Sanderson Trump, president; Joshua 
M. Baily and Harold V. Smith, vice- 
presidents; Henry B. Quinn, secretary, 
and H. Wilbur Brown, treasurer. The 
new members of the executive commit- 
tee are J. B. Councilman; Frederick L. 
Holman, Thomas T. Nelson and Harry F. 
Ries. 


Ask Better Philadelphia Protection 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 29.—Twen- 
ty-five additional fire companies are 
urgently needed in Philadelphia, according 
to Fire Chief Davis and Assistant Director 
of Public Safety Elliott (formerly fire 
marshal), who will ask the council for this 
much-needed improvement to the fire de- 
partment. Three new truck companies 
are especially needed in rapidly-growing 
West Philadelphia, according to Chief 
Davis. James Mulhern, new fire marshal, 
also is back of the plan. 





Eastern Notes 


Alert and loyal to Hartford interests 
and its valued members, the Hartford 
Advertising Club, directed mainly by in- 
surance men, insured its annual “gam- 
bol” on Jan. 29 by “rain and snow” in- 
surance. J. W. Longnecker of the Hart- 
ford Fire is president of the club. 

On Feb. 1 the agents and brokers re- 
porting to the Newark branch office of 
the Aetna Life and affiliated companies 
will meet at that office for a discussion 
of the miscellaneous fire and marine 
lines, including explosion §§ insurance. 
The speakers will be Clarence T. Hub- 
bard and William A. Reid of the home 
office. 


Pennsylvania Notes 


The World Fire & Marine has been 
elected a member of the Philadelphia 
Fire Underwriters’ Association. 

Commissions for the Philadelphia ter- 
ritory were issued last week by the 
American Equitable to the McLean & 
Quirk Agency. and by the Hawkeye Se- 
curities to B. D. Zimmerman. The agency 
for the State of Pennsylvania was trans- 
ferred from George E. Wagner & Co. to 
Herkness, Peyton, Bishop, and for the 
Union Assurance from Williams & Wal- 
ton to Young, Crittenden & Swope. The 
Hand -in-Hand Underwriters withdrew 
from the Young, Crittenden & Swope 
agency, 


New England Notes 


The Merchants of Providence has been 
admitted to do fire and sprinkler leakage 
business in Massachusetts and has named 
Starkweather & Shepley as its Massachu- 
setts agents. 


Cc. H. Senter, special agent of the 


Phoneix, has been appointed a member 
of the executive committee of the New 
England Insurance Exchange to succeed 
H. R. Worthley, resigned. 

The World Fire & Marine of Hartford 
has been admitted to Maine and Massa- 
chusetts. In the latter state it has a 
special license to write rain or aircraft, 
use and occupancy and crop insurance. 


~— 
It has appointed W. H. Boutell its Mas. 
sachusetts representative. 


The long established Greenfield, 


agency of Stimson & Co, and the Stimson 
& Son Agency have combined under th 
new name of Stimson & S . 
have absorbed other local agence 
recent years and the combinatio 
makes a very strong agency. 
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MANY CHANGES IN THE WEST 


Appointments of New Managers and 
General Agents for Western 
Provinces Announced 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 29—It is 
announced that W. J. Willcox will be 
appointed branch manager for the 
northwest territory for the Sterling Fire 
of Indiana. N. R. Spink, however, will 


tendent. 

T. W. Baker & Co. of Calgary, Alta., 
have been appointed as general agents 
for the Fire Insurance Company of 
Canada for the province of Alberta, in 
place of H. B. MacDonald Co., just 
resigned. T. W. Baker was formerly a 
member of the firm of Creagan, Benja- 
min & Baker. 

3utler-MacCulloch, Ltd. have 
Union of Pittsburgh, as well as_ its 
annex, the Calumet Underwriters. They 
are to have control of Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and eastern British Columbia. 

Creagan, Benjamin & Baker have been 
appointed general agents for the Secur- 
ity of New Haven, controlling the prov- 
inces of Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

The H. B. MacDonald Co., general 
agents for several fire insurance compa- 
nies in Calgary, have now been ap- 
pointed general agents for the province 
of Alberta for the Zurich General Acci- 
dent & Liability, while the Moorehouse 
Agency will control the province of 
Manitoba for same company. 


Winnepeg Movie House Burns 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan, 29—A very dis- 
astrous fire occurred last week in Win- 
nipeg, when the Parkview theater, in 
St. James, said to be the largest subur- 
ban picture house in western Canada, 
was totally destroyed by fire. The cause 
has not yet been ascertained. As there 
were no windows practically, or other 
openings to fight the fire, the firemen 
had to content themselves with prevent- 
ing the flames from doing further dam- 
age to other buildings close by. The 
losses occasioned by this fire amount to 
nbout $120,000, of which there was only 
$60,000 insured, The theater and fittings 
were valued at $95,000, and a pipe organ 
installed in the theater $20,000; a real 
estate agent suffered a loss of $2,190, of 
which only $400 was insured, and a bil- 
liard hall and barger shop showed a total 
loss of $6,800. 





Some Heavy Canadian Losses 


Seven buildings in the business section 
of North Sydney, N. S., were gutted by 
fire with an estimated damage of $175,000 
Jan, 22. 

Another large fire is reported from 
Montreal, Que., when a dry goods store 
and contents was swept by fire, the total 
loss amounting to $100,000. 

A fire at Windsor gutted the Cadillac 
cafe, the C. P. R. ticket office and tele- 
graph office, an insurance office and an 
electric store, while smoke and water 
damaged the Ontario government liquor 
dispensary and adjoining stores. The 
estimated damage is put at $50,000. 


Winnepeg Insurance Institute 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 29.—The Insur- 
ance Institute of Winnipeg gave a very 
entertaining and instructive evening, 
when C, E. Sanders gave a lecture before 
a very interested audience Thursday. He 
spoke on “Fire policy conditions, causes, 
permits and warranties, and their rela- 
tion to the statutory conditions.” The 
lecture was voted by all present an ex- 
ceptionally instructive one. The next 
lecture will be given on Feb. 7, Charles 





O'Malley is conducting a series of classes 
on the “C” Tariff, on behalf of the in- 
stitute. Membership in the institute is 





still hold his present position as superin- | 


been | 
appointed general agents of the National | 





being eagerly sought by a large num- 
ber of applicants. 


Licensed for New Lines 


The Pacific Coast Fire, Ltd., has been 
licensed to transact in Canada the bygj. 
ness of sprinkler leakage in addition to 
the classes for which it is already }j. 
censed, 

The Century has also been licensed to 
transact the business of sprinkler leak. 
age in addition to its other classes, 


Ottawa Agents Elect 


OTTAWA, ONT., Jan. 29—At the an. 
nual meeting of the Ottawa Fire Ingyr. 
ance Agents Association, H. S. Binks was 
elected president; Alfred D. Stewart, 
vice-president, and A. A. Crawley, per- 
manent secretary, was also reappointeg 
for the ensuing year. 


Loss at Niagara Falls 


Fire beginning in a frame factory build. 
ing belonging to the United States Light 
& Heat Corporation at Niagara Falls, Ont, 
spread rapidly to a brick factory building 
owned by the same company and the ep- 
tire plant was destroyed, causing a prop- 
erty loss estimated at $115,000, fully coy- 
ered by insurance. Automobile batteries 
were manufactured there. 


Two Losses at Kenora, Ont. 


Two disastrous fires within a day of 
each other took place at the little town 


of Kenora, Ont., last week. A large 
block owned by furniture dealers, in- 
eluding stock of furniture and under- 


takers supplies, was gutted by fire, which 
is believed to have originated from a 
spark of an adjoining chimney. Insur- 
ance was carried to the extent of $21,000, 
but the total damage is assessed at 
$60,000. The very next day, the local 
opera and picture house, from a fire 
which started in the basement of the 
annex was also destroyed, the building 
and contents being valued at about 
$65,000. The loss is only partly covered 
by insurance. 


Unusual Case at Regina 


A case tried at Regina last week was 
unusual. A judgment was given to a 
farmer for an amount of $3,467.45 ina 
suit against the Canada Life on a fire 
insurance policy which had been can- 
celled as security under a, mortgage 
This amount represents the amount in- 
sured by the policy less a partial re- 
funded premium. The judge charged 
meddling with the security furnished in 
dismissing the defendants’ plea that they 
be allowed to reinstate the policy and 


| allow the plaintiff to sue the fire insur- 


ance company. 


Effect of Central Heating Plant 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 22.—Winnipeg 
is the first city in Canada to establish 
a central heating plant, and the project 
is now under way, a by-law recently 
having approved the proposition. It is 
pointed out that this may have quite 4 
bearing on fire insurance rates, and may 
result in the lowering of rates in the 
business section as a result of the safety 
afforded by this system of heating. A 
better and more effective operation of 
the high pressure system will also be 
one of the results, it is claimed, apart 
from a great saving in the cost of oper 
ating expenses in this connection. The 
total cost of establishing the system will 
be about $2,000,000 spread over @ period 
of five years. 


Winnepeg Blue Goose Activities 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 29—The Blue 
Goose met at a luncheon Friday, Pre 
sided over by Most Loyal Gander C. 
Sanders. An address was given by A. 
Parker, secretary of the Board of Trade, 
who took for his subject, “Prospects f0F 





1924.” Mr. Parker also acts as kee 
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- 
of the golden goose egg for the order. 
ere was a very good attendance. 
Several activities of the Manitoba-Sas- 
chewan pond are scheduled for the 
early part of 1924, according to a pro- 
that has been worked out by H. G. 
Low, wielder of the goose quill, Among 
the events scheduled in the program are 
a dinner meeting at the St. Regis hotel, 
winnipeg, Feb. 28; a luncheon at the 
yarlborough hotel, Winnipeg, March 21; 
an Easter meeting to be held about April 
10, and a big international meeting on 
july 4, to which the ganders of the north- 
ern ponds of the United States are to be 
jnvited to join with the Canadians in 
celebration and festivities. 





Oppose Merger of Mutuals 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 22.—Consider- 
able interest in insurance circles was 
evinced this week when a trial took 
place in which M. G. Doyle, a share- 
holder in the Miniota Fire, on his own 
pehalf, and other dissatisfied share- 
polders tried to prevent an amalgamation 
of the company with the Wawanesa Mu- 
tual Fire, which had been authorized by 
the directors. Mr. Doyle took the stand 
that such a step was beyond the power 
of the company and was contrary to the 
principles of companies organized on the 
insurance mutual plan. The court held, 
however, that a by-law of the company 





which provided for the reinsuring of 
the policies of the Miniota in the 
Wawanesa was valid and within the 
powers of the company, and dismissed 
the action. An application for a stay of 
proceedings pending a further appeal 
was refused by the court. 


Canadian Notes 

The Arlington Hotel at Allandale, Ont., 
and its contents were destroyed by a fire 
which resulted in a loss of $12,000. 

The Revelstoke Lumber Company 
yards were swept by a fire which caused 
a total damage of $40,000 at Calgary, 
Alta, last week. 


George H. P. Darby, special agent of 
the U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty and the 
Fidelity Insurance Company of Canada, 
was in Winnipeg last week. 

Schreiber, Ont., a divisional point on 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, suffered 
from a fire which completely destroyed 
the railway shops there last week. 

The New Method Laundry was wiped 
out by fire at Toronto, Ont., thought to 
have been caused by defective wiring, 
the loss amounting to $35,000, covered 
by insurance. 

The Parliament buildings at Ottawa | 
were visited by a fire which caused but | 
little damage, though an immense 
amount of excitement, early in the week. 
The Ottawa brigade soon had it under | 
control, and the fire was confined to the 
basement. 
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AUTO EXPERIENCE IMPROVED 


Underwriters Find Conditions in Busi- 
ness Much More Satisfactory— 
Trouble with Trucks 


NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—Automobile 
underwriters are well pleased with the 
improvement shown in the business of 
late, and are hoping that the condition 
will continue indefinitely. Credit for 
the reduced loss record is attributed in 
part to the greater care exercised by 
the insurance companies in the accep- 
tance of motor car risks, and to the 
growing use by the office of inspec- 
tion reports which give a close line upon 
the character of applicants for indem- 
nity, thus affording a check upon the 
moral hazard. The police of the coun- 
try, spurred to greater activity largely 
by automobile clubs, are more success- 
ful in preventing car thefts than for- 
merly, and in the recovery of stolen ma- 
chines, 

Much is expected by underwriters 
from the enactment of laws by the va- 
nous states, requiring that each pur- 
chaser of a car be furnished with an 
abstract of title thereto by the seller; 
a regulation that practically cut the 
theft losses of Indiana in half during 
ja two years the statute has been in 
orce there. Another contributing cause 
or the present condition is the absence 
ofa market for second hand cars, and 

€ strong probability that there will 

hone for a long time. Some of the 
automobile manufacturers are talking of 
advancing the prices of their cars, but 


this has not gotten beyond the suggest- 
ing stage, and is probably put out to 
feel the pulse of the buying public. In 
the minds of underwriters the manufac- 
turers are little likely to increase their 
present figures in view of the announced 
purpose of several highly responsible 
plants to turn out cars at prices below 





| those now generally charged for ma- | 
| 


chines of lilze quality. 

If underwriters are satisfied with the | 
loss experience now obtaining on pleas- | 
ure cars, the same can not be said of | 
trucks, upon which claims continue to | 
be filed with unfailing regularity. The | 
sale by the federal government of great | 
quantities of trucks which it had pur- | 
chased for use in the war, but which | 
were not needed, served to severely de- | 
press legitimate truck sales and induced | 
the purchase of machines by parties 
who had little knowledge of the trans- 
portation business and still less finan- 
cial backing. After making a limited 





number of payments upon the trucks 
many of their owners found the upkeep 
of the machines too heavy for them 
with the result that notices of loss by 
fire, theft or collision came to be mat- 
ter of common occurrence, and later of 
concern to the insurance men. Here 
again it is felt that a rigid inspection of 
the record of the owners of the machines 
would prove wholesome, and this prac- 
tice is being followed by a number of 
progressive offices. 


New York Club Organized 


NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—The Automobile 
Underwriters’ Club, an organization of 
automobile department heads in New 
York City, which has been in process of 
formation for over a year, was Officially 
formed last week and the following offi- 


cers were elected: President, A. B. 
Roome, Westchester; vice-president, W. 


F. Beyer, Home of New York; secretary, 
H. D. Stocker, Northern Assurance; 
treasurer, G. Bernard, Newark. The di- 
rectors will consist of the officers and 
P. Louis of the Queen and G. L. Kerr of 





the Firemans Fund. The club has 30 
charter members. Membership is open 
to executives and heads of departments 
of conference companies engaged in au- 
tomobile insurance. It will be a social 
and educational organization and will 
promote cooperation among members on 
all matter relating to automobile insur- 
ance. Except for the summer months, 
the club will hold monthly meetings, the 
next one to be Feb. 20. At last week's 
meeting Edmond Ely, vice-president of 
the General Exchange Corporation, was 
elected an honorary member of the club. 


Few Western Conference Rate Changes 


The new rate manual which has been 
issued by the Western Automobile 
Underwriters Conference shows few 
changes in most of the territory covered. 
The manual, which covers Colorado, Illi- 
nois, lowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota, Chio and Wisconsin, 
shows practically no changes in collision 
rates, slight increases in certain sections 
in property damage rates, as previously 
announced by the National Bureau of 
Casualty and Surety Underwriters, prac- 
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tically no changes in fire rates and a 
few increases in theft rates. The most 
notable change is in the southern part 
of Illinois in Williamson county and sur- 
rounding territory, where both fire and 
theft rates were about doubled. Theft 
rates were increased about 50 percent 
in Denver; Paducah, Ky.; Flint, Mich., 
and Saginaw, Mich. Otherwise there 
were few changes covered by this 
manual. The rates themselves were not 
changed, the changes being effected by 
reclassification of the cities. 


Police Official Urges Auto Insurance 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 29—As one of 
the principal steps in a campaign against 
motor accidents and thievery Inspector 
L. H. Parker, in charge of accident in- 
vestigation and recovery of stolen cars 
for the Detroit police department, is urg- 
ing motorists to put the thought of in- 
surance above all else. In this connec- 
tion he says: “The automobile owner 
who does not carry insurance on his car 
is, in my opinion, very careless. He 





ance company has to care for the expense 
of its recovery. If we recover it in 
some other city and it is not insured 
the owner has to pay the expense of 
geting it back. The damage done to the 
car while it is in the hands of the thief 
is also covered by insurance. The im- 
portance of this protection can be ap- 
preciated when any motorist realizes 
that of 4,200 Detroit-owned automobiles 
stolen during the past twelve months, 
3,558 cars were recovered. 

“In the matter of accidents I am 
amazed at the number of motorists who 
come in here to report accidents and 
confess that they have neglected to pro- 
vide for the coverage of damages in spite 
of the fact that they are liable to be- 
come a party to an accident in our 
crowded streets no matter how carefully 
the driving is done.” 


Chicago Reciprocal in St, Louis 


~The American Automobile Underwrit- 
ers of Illinois, a Chicago reciprocal, is 
planning to enter Missouri and is now 











quickly finds this out when his car is | seeking a manager for the St. Louis 
stolen. If the car is insured the insur- | office. 














HOLD BANQUET ON BIG LINER 


Association of Marine Underwriters at 
.San Francisco Makes Plans 
for Big Annual Event 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 29.— 
Preparations are now being made for 
the 39th annual banquet of the Asso- 
ciation of Marine Underwriters which 
will be held aboard the Panama-Pacific 
liner “Manchuria” Jan. 31. The asso- 
ciation, which was organized in 1885, is 
claimed to be the only one of its exact 
kind in the world. Its objects are to 
promote harmony and good practice in 
the marine insurance underwriting pro- 
fession and it also finances a marine li- 
brary, conducting study classes in ma- 
rine insurance twice a month. The 
association holds its annual banquet 
aboard one of the large steamers which 











happens to be in port on the desired 
date. 

The marine surveyors of San Fran- 
cisco are to be the honored guests at 
the affair, which is in charge of H. L. 
Stoddard, assistant marine superinten- 
dent of the Automobile of Hartford, 
secretary of the association; George L. 
West, of the marine department of the 
Phoenix; George R. Hansen, marine 
secretary of the Commercial Union, and 
George Hutchinson of the Queen. 





Opens Marine Department 


The Fireman’s Fund has established a 
marine department in the quarters of the 
southern department of the company at 
Atlanta, with W. S. Pearcg in charge. The 
step is taken under the direction of 
Charles R. Page, manager of the com- 
pany’s Atlantic marine department, which 
has jurisdiction of the territory east of 
the Rocky Mountains. 








(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26) 


PERSONAL SIDE OF THE BUSINESS ! 
| 








one of the topnotch producers of the 
Michigan Fire & Marine, for which he 
is Winconsin state agent. The new list 
of parodies from the pen of Gander 
Nicholson are clever adaptations of the 
various songs people sing todav, ~iven 
a special Blue Goose “kick”. Among the 
selections which have been parodied, 
are: Hail, Hail, The Gang’s All Here; 
Love’s Old Sweet Song; Call Me Back, 
Pal O’ Mine; Sitting in a Corner; Peggy 
O’Neil: Smiles; There’s A Long, Long 
Trail A’Winding; K-K-Katy; Aint’ We 
Got Fun; Over There; In The Good Old 
Summer Time; Carolina in the Morning, 
and Dear Old Pal of Mine. 

W. B. Flickinger of Chicago, assistant 
western manager of the North America, 
left Wednesday of this week on an 
extended trip. He will go to Panama 
and visit his son, who is a captain in 
the United States air service. From 
there he will sail to San Francisco and 
visit the coast for a while. 


Rudolph Belcher, manager of the 
Western Insurance Bureau at Chicago, 
was obliged to be at home for a little 
time last week owing to an accident 
which injured his head while in a taxi- 
cab. He was on his way home when the 
taxicab ran into a big motor bus, throw- 
ing Mr. Belcher forward, which caused 
the injury. 


N. A. Harrington, head of N. A. Har- 
rington & Co. insurance agency of 
Worcester, Mass., began his insurance 
career 50 vears ago last Pecember. Last 
week officers of the companies he repre- 
sents and field men and others ban- 
quetted him there in recognition of the 





event. Since 1875 Mr. Harrington has 
represented the Security of New Haven 
and among the guests were Vice-Presi- 
dent Victor Roth and Secretary Willis 
Parker of that company. Representa- 
tives of the Starkweather & Shepley 
office of Providence, the New Jersey 
Fidelity & Plate Glass, London & Lan- 
cashire, Orient, New Hampshire, Mil- 
waukee Mechanics, Merchants & Farm- 
ers, Worcester Mutual, Ocean and other 
companies were among the party. A 
handsome silver cigar box was presented 
to Mr. Harrington. 


Walter D. Williams, western man- 
ager of the Security received injuries 
to his head and hand in a taxicab ac- 
cident while being driven over from 
the station to the Bureau executive 
committee in Chicago, Tuesday. 

John A. Campbell, secretary of the 
Home of New York, had occasion 
recently to peruse the files of the com- 
pany and found that the company has 
what he believes is the oldest policy in 
force with any company in the country. 
He found that the policy issued on the 
Mortenson home at Faribault, Minn., 
was originally written in 1865 and has 
been renewed without a break to the 
present time. This means that the 
policy is 58 years old and, as far as Mr. 
Campbell knows, is the oldest continual 
line on record. 


Jesse G. Read, Oklahoma’s new insur- 
ance commissioner, took the oath of 
office and was duly installed Friday 
morning. Mr. Read is a man of more 
than ten years’ insurance experience, 
having been district manager in western 





Oklahoma, for the Pacific Mutual Life 
for more than nine years, with head- 
quarters at Hobart; and deputy for the 
state insurance department for practi- 
cally a year previous to his appointment. 
He is a native Kentuckian, and served 
in the world war, with a ten months’ 
record overseas. He is a graduate of 
Vanderbilt University at Nashville, 
Tenn. 


W. N. Achenbach, the new assistant 
western general agent of the Aetna, 
arrived at the Chicago office Monday to 
assume his new position. He was greeted 
by two mammoth boquets as an evi- 
dence of the esteem in which he is 
held. 

A. A. Maloney, who resigned as man- 
ager of the Indianapolis office of the 
Underwriters Adjusting Company, has 
located at 539 South Manhattan place, 
Los Angeles, Cal., where he and Mrs. 
Maloney will stay for the winter. After 
leaving his Indianapolis position Mr. 
and Mrs. Maloney were in New York 
state for a while, then visited in Kan- 
sas City and San Francisco. 


George B. Gray, Minnesota state 
agent of the Commercial Union and 
affiliated companies, has been appointed 
chairman of the fire prevention com- 
mittee of the Civic & Commerce Asso- 
ciation of Minneapolis. Mr. Gray is 
an ardent and active fire preventionist. 
Last year he served as president of the 
Minnesota State Fire Preventien Asso- 
ciation, and is at the present time chair- 
man of the executive committe of that 
organization, 

Byron K. Cowles, state agent of the 
Phoenix of Hartford in Minnesota, is 
still copfined to Eitel Hospital in Min- 
neapolis, where he has been since Dec. 
4, Mr. Cowles was forced to undergo 
a kidney operation, from which he is 
recovering very slowly. Mr. Cowles 
will probably not be able to be out on 
the firing line again before another 
month. 

F. R. Bigelow, president of the St. 
Paul Fire & Marime, sailed last Satur- 
day from New York for Havana and 
Jamacia. He will be back at St. Paul 
in March. 


John A. Rummelhoff assistant secre- 
tary of the Minneanvolis Fire & Marine 
died on Monday. Mr. Rummelhoff had 
been incapacitated since last May fol- 
lowing an operation for the removal of 
one of his kidneys. He had been with 
the Minneapolis Fire & Marine since 
1916, and was for eight vears prior to 
that connection. chief accountant of the 
Northwestern Fire & Marine. 


REGRET FELT IN EAST 
OVER CHICAGO HEARING 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 
upon any special legislations that may 
later be attempted along similar lines. 


Would Have Maximum Expense 


One of the commissioners prominent 
in the discussions both at Chicago and 
in this city, stated frankly his bias in 
favor of an expense limitation law for 
the fire companies; his thought being to 
fix an arbitrary figure, outside payments 
for taxes, over which companies have 
no control, within which limits the com- 
panies must confine the entire cost of 
doing business. It was immaterial to 
him, he said. whether a company spent 
the entire allowance for salaries, com- 
missions, inspections or what not, so 
lone as the total ratio was not ex- 
ceeded. In opposition to this sugges- 
tion, though it found favor with a num- 
ber of company men, was the feeling 
that the arbitrary limitation of expenses 
would operate against the public weal. 
in that companies thus restricted would 
be unwilling to pay anything for gen- 
eral conservation work, in which direc- 
tion some now make liberal expendi- 
tures, and that the fire losses would 
mount in consequence. 

They point out that if by increasing 


=—= 
their expense ratios one or two poip 
they can at the same time reduce the 
fire waste ot the country, because of 
their engineering and general conserva. 
tion work, the public at large bene 
as well as to the companies through the 
medium of a lower fire record. 
whole subject of acquisition cost has 9, 
many ramifications, that extended jg. 
vestigation would have to be made be. 
fore any sane and generally acc 
plan for its control could be Presented, 
Hence the regret felt by underwriters a5 
a whole that the commissioners under. 
took at Chicago to legislate for the en- 
tire country upon such incomplete 
knowledge as they had at the concly. 
sion of the hearings in that city. 

The trouble in the middle west ig fa 
from being settled and the conviction jg 
general that troublous days are ahead 
for fire underwriters of all persuasions 


SEPARATION IS LIKELY 
TO BE RESUMED FEB 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 


The commissioners in their official 
statements record their disapproval of 
the practice and yet having approved 
uniform commissions they can hardly 
prohibit separation if the Western Ip. 
surance Bureau does not subscribe to 
the Union scale. 


Statement Subtly Worded 





At the executive session of insurance 
commissioners which drew up the 
statement, there was considerable dif. 
ference of opinion as to what position 
should be taken on separation. It will 
be noticed that the statement is very 
subtly worded. The implication is that 
if all companies agree to the uniform 
schedule, separation need not be prac 
ticed. If all companies do not agree to 
it what do the commissioners say? An 
attempt was made to have a definite 
statement injected into the report de- 
claring absolutely against separation, 





but this did not meet with favor. 
The Western Union companies are 
preparing to resume their separation 
campaign unless the Bureau changesits 
tactics and agrees to the uniform scale 
recommended by the commissioners. 


American Central Figures 


The annual statement of the Ameri 
can Central of St. Louis shows a net 
premium income gain of $533,000 or 1? 
percent compared with the year pre 
vious. This is its 7ist annual statement 
the company having been organized in 
1853. The assets are now $8,181,693 as 
compared with $7,855,699 a year ago. 
The reinsurance reserve is $4,504,695, as 
compared with $4,120,933 a year ago. 
The capital is $1,000,000 and the net 
surplus $1,860,049. The net surplus the 
year previous was $1,876,629. The gain 





in assets amounts to $235,994 and the 
gain in reserve $383,762. The American 
Central is making rapid strides due to 
very efficient management, confidence 
that the agents and policyholders have 
in the company, its age and strength, 
and the fine quality of men representing 
it throughout the country. 


Raffled Off Old Crow 


A clever stunt was pulled at the bat- 
quet of the Illinois Blue Goose in Uir 
cago Monday night. It was announ 
that a raffle would be conducted foré 
quart of “Old Crow,” which was guar 
anteed to be 20 years old. The tickets 
were 25 cents each. Some of the more 
affluent members desired to buy #? 
worth of tickets. It was announctt, 
however, that everyone present would 
have a chance to buy one ticket, thet 
being 110 in attendance. A committe 
was appointed to take charge of the 
drawing. The successful man, ©. 
Wonn of the Northern of England, had 
a beautiful case of “Old Crow” place 





before him and there were 109 envioé 
eyes turned in his direction. He op 
the case which was nicely packed. He 
found in the center a five-year 
rooster, which began to crow as 





as it was emancipated. 
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COMPENSATION GIVES 
VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM 


Companies Writing the Class Face 
a Grave Condition at 
New Rates 


OFFICIALS ARE PERPLEXED 





Expense Loading Is Not Yet Sufficient 
to Carry the Business Without 
a Certain Deficit 


NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—Notwith- 
sanding the new rates that will be put 
into effect governing compensation in- 
surance in the various states this year, 
there are many company executives that 
are extremely solicitous as to the future 
of this.class of business. The National 
Council on Workmen’s Compensation 
Insurance last year assembled the sta- 
tistics, finding that the pure premium 
was inadequate to meet the claims. 
Therefore, it is promulgating new rates 
this year. However, in some cases the 
rates must be approved by the state au- 
thorities. Naturally, there will be modi- 
ications and lopping off here and there 
becattse the state people do not like in- 
creases in rates. They will receive criti- 
tisms from the premium payers and 
will have to justify their position in ap- 
proving these rates. However, the Na- 
tional Council has gone into the matter 
vey thoroughly and appreciates the 
fact that the rates it has arrived at are 
accurate and represent the actual cost 
oi carrying the business. 


Pure Premium Is Adequate 


The companies, therefore, are not 
bothering over the claim ratio. The 
pure premium is adequate. The factor 
that is disturbing the minds of the com- 
pensation carriers is the loading for 
expenses. When the National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters called 
lr the experience of various companies, 
twas found that the average expense 
ratio was 44 percent. The premiums in 
the past have been loaded for 38 per- 
tent loss ratio, which was notoriously 
small, Expenses have been increasing 
dong lines that the companies could not 
prevent. The increase has come in the 
way of larger taxes, state demands, 
seater expense for the benefit of pol- 
ityholders, and the like. Naturally, 
there has been some increase in office 
ea due to the higher cost of liv- 
Class Written at a Sacrifice 


. Companies, therefore, that had con- 
siderable compensation business have to 
the Ow a heavy loss on this part of 
“tir business. For instance, a company 
whose Compensation premiums last year 
fs ott 20 percent of its total found 
mae Profits on all other lines were 

d to meet the deficit on its com- 
Peisation department. Yet this com- 
wy is very careful in its underwriting. 
Sine it came, however, to making a 
i Mendation to the National Coun- 

on Workmen’s Compensation In- 


CPEN BRANCH OFFICE 
NEW AMSTERDAM IN CHICAGO 


Office to Handle Casualty Lines Placed 
in Charge of Bartholomew— 
General Agency Changes 


The New Amsterdam Casualty has 
opened a branch office in Chicago under 
the management of V. H. Bartholomew, 
for 13 years with the United States head 
office of the London Guarantee & Acci- 
dent. The New Amsterdam Casualty 
has had a branch claim office in Chicago, 
but beyond that has been represented 
only by general agents. George H. Her- 
mann & Co. and Gill, Linsley & Middle- 
ton have been general agents for the 
casualty department, and Marsh & Mc- 
Lennan have been general agents for the 
surety department. George H. Her- 
mann & Co. have resigned as general 
agents, effective Feb. 1, and Gill, Lins- 
ley &° Middleton will continue as sole 
general agents for the casualty depart- 
ment. Marsh & McLennan will con- 
tinue as surety general agents. 


Bartholomew Is Manager 


Mr. Bartholomew is experienced in 
general casualty lines, having handled 
practically all lines in some capacity 
during his 13 years’ connection with the 
London. He has been more recently 
superintendent of the steam boiler, fly 
wheel and plate glass departments and 
also has been doing agency work. Prior 
to his connection with the London, he 
was with the fire insurance rating bu- 
reau at Minneapolis. The new office 
which he is opening will cover the gen- 
eral casualty lines only, Inspections, pay- 
roll audits and claim service will be 
handled in this office. Howard Rice, 
Jr., who has been Chicago claim man- 
ager for six years, will continue in that 
position with the new office. The branch 
office, which will be located at 1545 In- 
surance Exchange building, will greatly 
facilitate the New Amsterdam’s busi- 
ness in Chicago and promises rapid 
growth in the middle western premium 
income. 

















decided that to increase the loading from 
38 to 44 percent was too big a jump. 
Accordingly the difference was split and 
it was agreed that 40 percent should be 
added. 


State Insurance Feared 


Company officials felt that if 8 per- 
cent more were added to the old basis 
and an expense loading of 44 percent be 
made on the pure premium the premium 
payers would rebel and state insurance 
would follow. It is found that compen- 
sation premiums are scrutinized more 
carefully and receive more criticism 
than any other class of insurance. A 
concern will protest against any increase 
in compensation premium in a more 
emphatic way than it will on any other. 

Officials, therefore, have concluded 
that they were confronted with a serious 
public problem. Should they invite state 
fund insurance in view of the fact that 
there is a strong wave in that direction? 
Therefore, they concluded to make the 
sacrifice and ask for only 40 percent 
in compensation loading. The result is 
that the companies will continue to 





wrance, as to the loading the companies 


HOSPITAL BOND IS OUT 
NATIONAL SURETY’S SCHEME 


Expenses Up to a Certain Weekly In- 
demnity While Patient Is 
Sick and Covered 


NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—The National 
Surety is putting out a “hospital bond,” 
which can be as readily classed as an 
accident and health policy as a surety 
bond. The contract guarantees the pay- 
ment of hospital expenses up to a cer- 
tain weekly indemnity running from $28 
per week to $70 per week. The payment 
of indemnity is made direct to the hos- 
pital. It covers only actual and ordinary 
hospital expenses exclusive of physi- 
cian’s fees and graduate nurses’ serv- 
ices. Sales are made through a special 
force of salesmen. 

The chief attraction of the policy is 
the latitude of the risks accepted. It is 
designed to be sold to an entire family, 
and all can be written on one applica- 
tion. The policy can be sold to an adult 
alone, but children under 16 are not 
acceptable unless an adult member of 
the tamily is included. Housewives and 
children are not considered insurable 
risks under ordinary full » coverage 
health and accident contracts,‘and this 
will have its appeal to those classes. 

Guard Against Moral Hazard 


The policy is well guarded against 
the moral hazard. In the first place the 
payment is made direct to the hospital, 
which must make a verified statement 
of charges, under oath if required by 
the company. There is no time limit 
except that set by the limit of insur- 
ance. For accidents the bond is effective 
at noon on the date of execution; for 
all other causes it is effective 15 days 
later. Chronic incurable diseases are 
not covered, nor are insanity and nerv- 
ous disorders, tuberculosis; drug addie- 
tion and alcoholism. Maternity cases 
are not covered until 300 days after date 
of policy. Only hospitals “classed as 
charitable institutions, accepting free 
patients and not conducted for profit” 
are included. This is meant to include 
all hospitals except private sanitariums, 
which are omitted for obvious reasons. 
Impending ailments known to the in- 
sured at the time of execution are not 
covered. The company may cancel on 
10 days notice by paying the unearned 
premium. In event of cancellation by 
the insured the premium is deemed 
fully earned. 

The annual rates are as follows: 











(CONTINUED ON PAGE 54) 
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CRITICISMS ON ROAD 
BONDS NOT JUSTIFIED 


Two Contentions Advanced by 
Contractors Are Denied by 
Surety Underwriters 


RATE IS NOT TOO HIGH 


Charge That Bonds Are Issued too 
Freely to Irresponsible Men 
Also Held Groundless 


NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—Construction 
engineers throughout the country, and 
particularly those specializing in road 
building, are exercised over what they 
hold to be the “unfair practices” of the 
surety companies with respect to their 
particular work, and individually and 
collectively are discussing the matter 
pretty freely. The subject came up at 
the convention of the American Asso- 
ciation of State Highway Officials last 
December, and again formed a lively 
topic for review at the gathering of the 
American Road Builders’ Association at 
Chicago during the past week. 

Specifically, the construction engineers 
maintain that the uniform rate of 1% 
percent charged as a premium upon con- 
struction bonds by the surety companies 
is too high, and, of more serious import, 
allege that by virtue of the freedom with 
which the underwriters issue bonds to 
contractors lacking established reputa- 
tion, they are working a real hardship 
upon engineering firms and individuals 
of ripened experience and of real re- 
sponsibility. Minor allegations are also 
made, but the two above mentioned are 
basic. 

Underwriters Deny Charges 


The charges are specifically denied by 
surety underwriters, whose position is 
sustained by data covering a period of 
years and over a broad stretch of coun- 
try. These figures clearly show that in 
the consideration of engineering prob- 
lems, not only do the estimates sub- 
mitted by comparatively new and un- 
tried contractors differ widely from 
those prepared by concerns of estab- 
lished reputation, but that the figures 
of the latter type frequently show as 
great variation. Some of the worst 
losses the surety companies have been 
called upon to pay have been those re- 
sulting from defaults by contractors of 
the first rank. 

It will readily be appreciated that de- 
spite every precaution the most com- 
petent engineers can not foresee difficul- 
ties that will be encountered in building 
roads through new country, where the 
character of the soil varies every few 
rods, nor can they predict the condition 
of the labor and the material markets 
before the job undertaken be half com- 
pleted. As was pointed out by a lead- 
ing underwriter the surety companies 
employ competent éngineers to review 
specifications sent them by prospective 
assureds before issuing their bonds, but 
obviously they can not secure the serv- 
ices. of men as. skilled as the big con- 
tractors, who can afford to pay salaries 
far in excess of those the underwriters 
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grant. The surety companies do refuse 
many bond applications sent them, but 
if they were to turn away all seekers for 
indemnity save men of the first reputa- 
tion they would speedily be accused of 
working in collusion with the latter and 
against the smaller and newer entrants 
into the construction field. ‘ 

“There is nothing in the world,” said 
R. H. Towner, the surety rating expert 
of this city, in discussing the above sub- 
ject recently, “to prevent a contractor 
putting up collateral whenever he 
chooses and dispensing with a surety 
bond. In the light of this condition, 
how can the underwriters be accused of 
favoring low bidders?” As to the com- 
missions paid agents by the surety com- 
panies, Mr. Towner said: 

“Surety companies have an agency 
force which is devoted to the acquisi- 
tion of business, and undoubtedly at 
some contract lettings a spectacle may 
be seen of their waiving application 
blanks in the air and soliciting the bonds 
of inexperienced contractors. This is 
the agent’s publicity work. He likes to 
boast that he can bond anyone, but does 
it because it brings business to his office. 
But what actually happens is that the 
application must be sent to a branch 
office or head office of a surety com- 
pany and is there scrutinized by careful 
underwriters before the bond is given. 

Use Care in Selecting Risks 

“Surety companies exercise all the 
care in the selection of risks that is 
shown by any other form of insurance. 
Be very sure of that. When you reflect 
that the estimates of the contractors 
themselves are usually 10 or 15 times, 
as far apart as the premium which the 
surety receives for guaranteeing the 
lowest contract, you immediately be- 
come convinced that the surety’s selec- 
tion of the bidder whom it will guaran- 
tee is necessarily extremely careful. 

“Under the rules of the Surety 
Association of America brokerage is 
limited to 15 percent. Local agents may 
receive 25 percent and general agents 
30 or 35 percent. But the commission 
for brokerage is what actually repre- 
sents the cost of ‘acquisition.’ The other 
commissions are over-riding, represent- 
ing the cost of maintaining the bonding 
company’s agency plant, which is neces- 
sary for administering and carrying on 
its business. 


Local and General Agents Necessary 


“Local agents are necessary in order 
to keep the bonding company’s organi- 
zation close to its customers. General 
agents are required for the supervision 
of local representatives. Each of these 
must maintain an office and their com- 
pensation is not more than is necessary 
to pay the reasonable expenses of ad- 
ministration and for compensation to 
the agent himself. Thus, on a premium 
of $1,000 the cost of ‘acquisition’ is only 
the brokerage commission of $150, or 15 
percent; $100 goes to the local agent as 
a necessary contribution for the main- 
tenance and administration of his office, 
and another $50 or $100 to the general 
agent or branch office, which supervises 
the state or region where the business 
is underwritten. The whole commission 
of $300 or $350 is usually thus split be- 
tween three different men, of whom 
only one (the broker) is paid for getting 
the business, while the other two re- 
ceive their compensation for the admin- 
istrative work which devolves upon 
their respective offices.” 

In addition to the ordinary risk under 
a contract bond, a fruitful source of loss 
to the contractor and his bondsman is 
the advance in the cost of labor and 
material that takes place in the interim 
between the awarding of the contract 
and the completion of the work. Ona 
big job this might easily approximate 
25 percent of the original estimate. 


Royal Quits Reciprocal Agency 


The Royal Indemnity has withdrawn 
from the A. S. Ralph agency of Santa 
Anna, California, because the owner of 
the agency is also attorney-in-fact for 
the Automobile Indemnity Exchange of 
Orange County, the reciprocal operated 
by the Automobile Club of Orange 
County. 





LOTT OPPOSES PLAN 





DISAPPROVES LIABILITY LAW 





Believes Compulsory Automobile In- 
surance Impracticable and Against 
Public Interests 





Edson S. Lott, president of the 
United States Casualty, has placed him- 
self on record as definitely opposed to 
the enactment of compulsory automo- 
bile liability insurance laws. Mr. Lott 
has outlined his views on this subject 
in a reply to a request from an officer 
of an automobile club. He said in part: 


Not Believed Practicable 


It is claimed by the proponents of 
such proposed measure that two-thirds 
of all motor cars are now uninsured 
against liability for damages to person 
or property. If that be anywhere near 
true, such uninsured cars must largely 
belong to the farmers, and they generally 
are sufficiently responsible for the protec- 
tion of the public. And I doubt that they 
would stand for the burden proposed to be 
imposed upon them. For the insurance 
called for by this measure would be ex- 
eedingly expensive. And also burdensome 
for the people generally would be the ex- 


pensive bureaucracy required to enforce 
the measure. 


Sees No General Demand 


2 I agree with the widely published opin- 
ion on this question by Charles W. Dis- 
brow. Like him, I have found no demand 
for this proposal among the people gen- 
erally. Its advocates consist principally 
of politicians and social reformers for re- 
venue only. Their real objective, often 
frankly avowed, is monopolistic state in- 
surance; for if this proposed law should 
be adopted they could then press the 
specious theory that “if the State compels 
insurance, it becomes its duty itself to 
provide the means of insurance on the 
cheapest terms practicable.” 

I doubt that the public realize what a 
State monopoly of automobile liability in- 
surance would mean. All claims would 
be adjusted and all suits defended by pub- 
lic job-holders, without experience, tech- 
nical ability or personal responsibility 
and subject to all sorts of political influ- 
ences. The automobile owners would be 
exposed to the dangers of judgments far 
in excess of the limit in their policies, 
against which they would be unprotected 
and practically prevented from protecting 
themselves. 


Calls It Injurious 


The situation thus created would be 
“rich” for the spoilsmen, job hunters, 
strike claimants and ambulance chasing 
lawyers. But it would really strip auto- 
mobile owners of the means of defending 
themselves against impositions, and be- 
sides subjecting them to a burdensome 
tax would make them sacrificial goats for 
the fattening ef the powers that prey. 
And all this for “the protection of the 
public.” Aren’t automobile owners in- 
cluded in the “public?” 

This proposed measure being propagated 
upon questionable assumptions and with a 
dangerous purpose, it is my conclusion 
that it would be safer to stand fast, await- 
ing further experience under existing con- 
ditions, rather than to leap precipitately 
into perilous experiments. 





Johnston Made Manager 


Milford L. Johnston, for the past 
13 years special agent of the Indianapolis 
branch office of the Fidelity & Casualty, 
has been appointed manager, succeeding 
the late E. M. Heaton. A _ luncheon 
was given in honor of the new manager 
Thursday, at which W. A. Reid, assis- 
tant superintendent of the agency de- 
partment at the home office, was present 
and made official announcement of Mr. 
Johnston’s appointment. About 25 
agents of the company were present. 
The Indianapolis branch office includes 
a territory of some 50 counties in the 
central part of the state. The business 
in this territory has been growing stead- 
ily and is in good condition. Announce- 
ment was also made of the appointment 
of Harry M. Good as special agent to 
succeed Mr. Johnston in that capacity. 
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HONOR C. M. HANSEN 
CASUALTY OFFICIALS BANQUET 
Notable Gathering in New York at Din- 


ner Given by President White 
of General Reinsurance 





NEW YORK, Jan. 28.—A number of 
leading casualty company executives, as 
well as many others prominent in the 
commercial and industrial life of this 
city, attended a dinner given here last 
week by J. G. White, president of the 
General Reinsurance, in honor of Carl 
M. Hansen, vice-president and general 
manager of the institution. The chief 
speakers were: E. M. Linville, president 
of the New York Indemnity; J. Scofield 
Rowe, vice-president United States Fi- 
delity & Guaranty; E. A. St. John, 
president National Surety; C. H. Miller, 
prominently identified as a stockholder 
and director of the General Reinsurance, 
and Mr. Hansen. 


Pay Tribute to Hansen 


Mr. Linville spoke affectionately of 
his many years of personal knowledge 
of Mr. Hansen and the sterling qualities 
by which he had become recognized as 
one of the leading figures in the casu- 
alty and surety world. Mr. Rowe gave 
a very interesting discussion on the 
growth of casualty business in the 
United States and the fascination of the 
business as a life work. Mr. Rowe was 
followed by E. A. St. John, who out- 
lined in a forceful manner the remark- 
able growth of the surety business in 
this country, and its services to Ameri- 
can business. To show the wide scope 
of the functions of the surety companies, 
he drew attention to the fact that they 
were often called upon to undertake 
construction and building operations on 
a very large scale, where the contractors 
they had bonded failed to complete their 
contracts within the specified time or 
through financial difficulties were un- 
able to proceed. 


Cite Interesting Surety Case 


One large contract, involving millions 
of dollars, which was undertaken and 
to which Mr. St. John drew attention, 
was the Shandaken Tunnel in connec- 
tion with the water supply of New York 
City. He explained how, when the con- 
tractor failed in the undertaking, there 
were two alternatives for the surety 
companies carrying the bonds to take. 
Either to hand over a check to the city 
of New York for the amount of the 
bonds or undertake the completion of 
the tunnel themselves. They decided on 
the second alternative, with the result 
that the contract was completed in rec- 
ord time and water will be turned 
through the tunnel within a week. They 
anticipated the completion of the tunnel 
by eighteen months within the time 
they had been allowed when taking over 
the contract—splendid evidence of the 
wonderful efficiency of the organiza- 
tions maintained by the surety com- 
panies. 

Tells Early Experiences 


Mr. Hansen in his remarks outlined 
briefly his early experiences in this 
country, drawing attention to the fact 
that the credit for success of immigrants 
coming here should not all be given to 
these immigrants, but rather to the 
United States and the wonderful oppor- 
tunities presented here, and to the fact 
that American business men were al- 
ways willing to back initiative and abil- 
ity when shown. 

The entire affair was a delightful one 
and the guests were not limited to the 
fraternity, as the majority of guests 
were men from other branches of com- 
merce and industry, banking, manufac- 
turing, etc. 

The General Reinsurance, according 
to President White’s statement at the 
dinner, is starting the new year under 
very favorable auspices. It is now es- 
tablished in permanent quarters and 
with a very strong board of directors 
which will guide its destinies. 








KENDALL IS PRESIDEN 


COMPANY NOW REORGANIZpp 





Washington Life & Accident of Chicago 
Goes on Stock Legal Reserye 
Basis and Extends Territory 





The Washington Life & Accident g 
Chicago has reorganized and has bes 
chartered by the Illinois insurance de. 
partment on a legal reserve basis with 
$200,000 capital. G. R. Kendall has beey 
elected president of the new compan 
The Washington Life & Accident “4 
been operating on an assessment Plan, 
writing industrial health and accidey 
and life insurance. No change will } 


made in the policy offered by the com. 
pany on the rates, but the form of orgap. 
ization will be changed to a stock legal 
reserve company. 


Kendall Heads Company 


G. R. Kendall, the president of the 
new company, has been secretary of the 





G, R. KENDALL 


old company since its organization and 
has been in active charge of the com- 
pany. J. C. Vogt, the president of the 
old company, has not been actively con 
nected with the activities of the com- 
pany and now retires from the official 
position, though he remains on the di- 
rectorate. C. B. Crawford, formerly 
vice-president, remains vice-president 
and supervisor of agencies. Henry R 
Kendall of Louisville, Ky., is vice-pres- 
dent of the new company. Curtis P. 
Kendall becomes secretary. The re0r- 
ganization of the company enables it 0 
launch out into new territory and greatly 
extend its activities. The company, has 
been operating in Illinois and Michigas 
only and has been writing $500,000 in at 
nual dues. It has now applied for & 
trance into Missouri and Ohio and 
extend its activities still further in the ft 
ture. The resources of the company af 
over $250,000. On the legal reserve 
basis the company can write its policies 
for larger amounts, the old peg” 
organization having limited it to $1 
funeral benefits. Policies for re 
amounts can now be issued. 





Union Indemnity Appointments 


These appointments have been a 
nounced og the Union Indemnity © 
New Orleans: ’ fis, © 

James E. Curtis of Indianapolis, 
be special agent in charge of Louisa 
with headquarters in New Orleans. © 
is expected to take charge 
February. 

i * Knapp of Parkersburg, W- Va. 
to be special agent in charge 0 
state, with headquarters in Parkersbte 

Pollock & Pollock of Wheeling, ™ 
Va,. made general agents there. 
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~ On December 31, 1923, the Fidelity and Deposit Company closed the most successful 
* year in its history. The annual report of operations, which appears below, shows the ex- 
om traordinary progress which the Company made in 1923 ‘ 
has Now in its thirty-fourth year the F & D has resources of $16,252,018.42. During 1923 
a the Company’s combined premium income amounted to $12,231,588.06. . 
be Other outstanding features of the year were the increase in the Company’s capital from 
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legal number more than 10,000. ‘ : a 
During the year many improvements were made in the Company's underwriting 
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e rs Charged off book value home office building.............. 82,557.93 
es I 
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A Good Company 
for Good Agents 
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All forms of Accident and Health, 
Casualty Insurance, and Fidelity and Surety Bonds 
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Accident Insurance Company 
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TRAVELERS PLAN GETS _ 
BEFORE CONFERENCE 


— 


Some Companies Protest Against 
Convention Expense That Is 
Allowed to Brokers 





GIDDINGS DEFENDS MOVE 


Claims That Its Action Is Not in Vio- 
lation of the Acquisition Cost 
Agreement 


NEW YORK, Jan. 28.—Casualty 
officials who have been studying the ac- 
quisition cost agreement comment vari- 
ously on the action of the Travelers in 
offering a trip to its own agents and 
brokers to Quebec next summer if they 
produce a certain amount of business. 
At a recent meeting of the companies 
here Maj. H. A. Giddings, superintend- 
end of agents of the Travelers, was 
present from the head office and pre- 
sented its side. Major Giddings took the 
position that when President L. F. But- 
ler entered into this agreement the ques- 
tion of conventions was not mentioned. 
It was taken for granted that a com- 
pany had the right to hold agency con- 
ventions. The Travelers has done this 
for many years. Every five years it 
gives a big convention to its producers. 
Major Giddings said that there were 
only three places that the Travelers 
could find that had adequate hotel facili- 
ties for handling its folks, and Quebec 
was one. 

Criticism as to Brokers 


“The criticism was made, not so much 
that the Travelers invited its own 
agents, but that it invited brokers. 
Major Giddings said that the line be- 
tween the so-called agents and brokers 
was mostly a hair line. Agents of the 
Travelers are brokers in a number of 
senses. They broker their fire business. 
A number of agents, Major Giddings 
said, would not sign up an agency agree- 
ment with the company but are acting 
as free lances, placing part of their busi- 
ness with the Travelers and part with 
other companies. The Travelers aims 
to cultivate brokers the same as it does 
Fits own men. It does not go after the 
business of its own agents by pitting 
other agents against them nor does it 
go after the business of the brokers by 
exposing their expirations to its own 
agents. Major Giddings said that there 
would probably be 600 people at the 
convention and out of these there prob- 
ably would be 25 brokers. 


Would Not Recede from Position 


He said that President Butler would 
not recede from his position because the 
Travelers did not feel that it was in 
violation of the acquisition cost rules. 
He said that the Travelers made a sac- 











rifice of $1,000,000 in premiums in order 
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THAT’S WHY 


Assets, Over $7,500,000 





KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, President 


Preferred Accident Insurance Company of New York 


The only Company confining its Accident and Health Business exclusively to “preferred” (non-hazardous) risks 


We offer larger benefits and better policies for the same premium than do companies insur- 
ing all occupations. If you write “preferred” business send for rates and sample policies. 


Get the Benefit Due Them as Superior Risks 


Net Surplua, $1,000,000 
$18,500,000 Paid in Losses 


8®@ Maiden Lane, New York 











a 
to square itself with the acquisition cog 
rules. He said that it put the rules into 
effect at the very beginning and | 
before many companies ever made 3 
start. He declared that the Travelers 
had been one of the most faithful aq. 
herents to this program. 


Gives Help to Brokers 


He said that many companies genq 
out special agents and give differen 
kinds of help to agents and brokers, 
does not mean that they are Violating 
this agreement. Anything that the com. 
pany does for an agent or broker other 
than paying him the commission might 
be said to be in violation of the agre. 
ment if the Travelers convention play 
is held to be a violation. He said that 
the Travelers is making this offer to aj 
of its men, life and casualty. The Ney 
York life insurance law permits agency 
conventions. It is part of the Travelers 
program to have these gatherings, 

There was considerable discussion 
over the attitude of the Travelers. Som 
company Officials took the position tha 
if the Travelers adhered to its decision 
it would be a terrific jolt to the acqui- 
sition cost agreement and might cause 
its disruption. Someone asked if the 
amount expended for the payment of 
the expenses of this trip were paid jn 
cash whether that would be a violation 
of the agreement. Almost all declared 
that it would. Major Giddings declared 
that when the conferences were held 
relating to the agreement, nothing was 
said about conventions. President But. 
ler took it for granted that the conven- 
tion such as the Travelers had had did 
not figure in the program at all. Others 
claimed that during these conferences 
considerable was said regarding the giv. 
ing of bonuses and prizes and they were 
ruled out. There were a couple of reso- 
lutions presented so that an expression 
of opinion could be secured. It was 
decided, however, to leave the matter 
up to Superintendent Stoddard of the 
insurance department for his considera- 
tion. 

Rules Followed Faithfully 


Some company officials feel that the 
Travelers is within the agreement but 
that the convention system especially in 
its relationship to others than the com- 
pany’s own agents will be taken advan- 
tage of by other companies that will 
make offers of various kinds. The rules 
relating to acquisition cost have been 
followed rather religiously by companies. 
There have been but few recent com- 
plaints. Major Giddings said that if the 
Travelers rescinded its offer to the bro- 
kers it would place it in a most humil- 
ating position before the insurance 
fraternity. Undoubtedly the associated 
companies will consider this question i 
the future and will attempt to arrive a 
some decision as to whether convention 
expenses added to the regular scale are 
legitimate. The national agency com- 
mittee seems to feel that the convention 
plan should have been submitted to tt 
so that it could be passed upon before 
the announcement was made. 


California Acquisition Conference 


At the annual meeting of the Cali- 
fornia Conference on Acquisition al 
Field Supervision Cost for Casualty 
Insurance, the Travelers was elected 
chairman, succeeding the Employers 
Liability, which was elected vice-chatt- 
man. The Travelers will be represented 
by L. H. Armstrong, liability depart 
ment manager of the company at 5a 
Francisco. The Aetna’s place on the 
board of governors is taken by the 
Ocean Accident & Guarantee. Other 
members of the governing board are 
Fidelity & Casualty, General Accideat 
Hartford Steam Boiler, Commercial 
ualty, Globe Indemnity and the south 
ern California branch of the Marylas 
Casualty. 


Transferred to Georgia 

Special Agent T. A. Thompson, repre 
senting the Hartford Accident & Indem- 
nity in Alabama and formerly assi "i 
to the Mississippi and Louisiana fie 
has been transferred to Georgia i 
Thompson will be succeeded in se 
by Special Agent G. L. Griffin, former 
with the home office. 
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Assets, Over $7,000,000 


As Good As The Best ‘As Sound As The Strongest 


SURAN CE 
A Promise for the Future 


A company that has built steadily holds a promise 
for the future. The Southern Surety has built firmly 
and steadily in assets, in surplus, and in premium in- 
come by building steadily in agency service. A South- 
ern Surety agent gets the knd of service that builds his 
business. Southern Surety agents are loyal because 
they find the company helps them. 


Southern Surety Co. 


DES MOINES, IOWA 
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Fidelity and Surety Bonds 
of every Character and 
Description 


Prompt Service Intelligently Rendered 
Desirable Agency Territory Available 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


Detroit Fidelity and Surety Company 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 











Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 

















“Our rates no higher, 
Our service better! 





WRITING CASUALTY INSURANCE 
FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 





Home Office: Davenport, lowa 








‘| stock companies can compete with them. 


| stock companies. 








SPECIALISTS GATHER THE INFOR- 
MATION THAT APPEARS IN THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER. 
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GO AFTER EVERY RISK 


WAY TO MEET COOPERATIVES 





A. H. Stofft of Ocean Accident Tells 
Minneapolis Insurance Club How 
to Combat Competition 





MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 29.— 
“Go after every risk that the mutual and 
reciprocal casualty companies have and 
keep them so busy that they can not 
attack you.” ; 
This was one of several ways in which 
Arthur H. Stofft, resident manager of 
the Ocean Accident & Guarantee, ad- 
vised members of the Insurance Club of 
Minneapolis to meet the competition of 
their rivals. 

Mr. Stofft was the principal speaker 
at the first meeting of the year of the 
club. His subject was “Casualty Insur- 
ance Competition.” Asserting that it was 
the competition of mutuals and recipro- 
cals in which the club members were 
most interested, Mr. Stofft said that the 
stock company agent must thoroughly 
equip himself with a knowledge of his 
subject and keep in constant contact 
with it in order properly to combat the 
mutual salesman. 

Discusses Rate Angle 


He dwelt at considerable extent on 
the inadequacy of rates angle of the 
subject, explaining how the stock com- 
pany agent is constantly faced with the 
cut rate tactics of his rivals in the mu- 
tual and reciprocal fields. 

“This situation is much improved now 
over a few years ago,” he said, “but 
there is still much room for improve- 
ment.” 

Answering an argument often put for- 
ward by the mutual casualty companies, 
Mr. Stofft said that the old line mutual 
life companies could not be compared 
to the mutual casualty companies, point- 
ing out that the life mutuals never sold 
at inadequate rates. 

“If the casualty mutuals and recipro- 
cals give the same service and pay on 
the same basis as the stock mutuals, 
their expense of operation will be the 
same,” he said. 

Suggestions Summarized 


In summarizing his talk on how to 
meet the mutual and reciprocal compe- 
tition, Mr. Stofft said: 

“Throw the field open and let the 
best man win. 

“Let us give service and super-service. 

“Improve rates when possible. 

“Try to sell what people need at the 
lowest possible cost. 

“The mutuals are here to stay but the 


One way is to go after every risk they 
have and keep them so busy they can 
not attack you.” 

_ Following Mr. Stofft’s talk the meet- 
ing was thrown open to discussion and 
several members engaged in the sym- 
posium as to how best to meet the casu- 
alty competition. One suggestion was 
that every club member turn in the 
names of risks which are known to have 
their casualty insurance placed with 
mutuals or reciprocals and make a 
united attack on them with a view to 
getting a part of it at least placed with 


The new president of the club, F. C. 
Esterly, presided. There was a program 
of entertainment following the dinner. 


Banquets New Jersey Agents 
NEW YORK, Jan. 29.—J. L. Martin, 
manager of the Newark branch office of 
the Standard Accident, was host at a 
dinner given to the New Jersey agent's 
of the company last week. The occa- 
sion marked the creation of the Newark 
branch as a distinct jurisdiction, the 
office having previously been attached 
to the New York City department. In 
addition to Mr. Martin, W. G. Curtis, 
supervisor of the eastern territory, made 
an inspiring talk, outlining in some de- 
tail the opportunities existing in New 
Jersey for obtaining business for the 
company, more particularly in its fidelity 
and surety divisions. The gathering was 














attended by some 35 agents. 


CAPITAL IS INCREASED 


— 


ACTION OF UNION INDEMNiIty 





Will Add to Its Funds in Orde 4 
Meet Demands of Larger 
Business 





At the annual meeting of the directo, 
of the Union Indemnity of New Q,. 
leans, President W. Irving Moss recom, 
uwended that the capital be increaseq }y 
$500,000 and the surplus by a simi 
amount to provide for the continyoy 
growth of the business. His recommen. 
dation was unanimously adopted. Mem. 
bers of the board who were Present 
underwrote practically the entire issue, 
subject to the rights of the stockholders 
The present capital is $1,500,000, The 
new capital will therefore make this 
item $2,000,000 and the surplus will fp 
practically $1,150,000. 

The Union Indemnity has had a very 
successful year. Its premium income 
increased about 33% percent, giving ita 
total volume of $5,175,000 of carefully 
selected business. The financial men 
behind the company have expressej 
their willingness and determinatigg 
from time to time to put up additional 
money just as rapidly as the growth of 
the business demands it. 


DISCUSS UNEMPLOYMENT PLAN 





Called a Reserve Fund, Not Insurance, 
and British Form Is Criticized 
in Address 





Unemployment insurance was classed 
as an unemployment reserve and not 
insurance in any form in a talk give 
by Dr. John R. Commons of Madison, 
Wis., before the City Club of Chicago 
last week. Dr. Commons outlined the 
benefits of unemployment insurance and 
spoke in favor of the compulsory form 
as is advocated for Wisconsin. Unem- 
ployment insurance has been before the 
legislature repeatedly in Wisconsin and 
it is to be again presented at the next 
session of the legislature. Dr. Com- 
mons points out, however, that there is 
a great difference between the unem- 
ployment insurance that is advocated in 
this country and that in practice ip 
Great Britain. 


Criticize British Plan 


He criticized the British plan, saying 
that it is not satisfactory and some d 
the complaints of paternalism are just- 
fied. He said that the system in Grea 
Britain is for trilateral contributions to 
the fund from the laborer, the employer 
and the government, 40 percent by the 
workers, 40 percent by the employers 
and 20 percent by the government. The 
system, however, has not acted in aly 
way to stabilize industry and has not 
proven equitable. The employer whose 
business operates 52 weeks in a years 
made to suffer under the plan, the ¢a- 
ployer whose workers find occupation 
only twenty-six weeks being carried by 
the other. 

Dr. Commons said that a plan tht 
could eliminate this feature and plat 
all employers on equitable basis W 
prove of great benefit to business. 
said that unemployment insurance § 
actually an additional guarantor for ca 
ital and that capital should approve 
move as well as labor. He said that 
the boards that grant awards in border 
line cases prevent payments to indi 
uals who have no actual claim. 

The establishment of unemploymett 
funds is now spreading to various forms 
of industry, the workers initiating 
move and setting up funds of thier 0 
accord in many cases. There are malty 
varieties of plans of operation, but # 
yet no compulsory form in this coum 
It is reported that the International 
dies Garment Workers’ Union wi 
demand for the institution of an ja 
ployment fund at a general meeting 
be held in Chicago next week. 
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NEW OFFICE OPENED 


HAS DOWNTOWN FACILITIES 
Continental Casualty Moves Part of 
Agency Plant Into New Chicago 
Loop Headquarters 





The Continental Casualty announces 
the transfer of a part of its home office 
agency department to a downtown office 
in Chicago which will be in charge of 
1, §. Roberts, assistant superintendent 
of agencies. The new office is located 
on the 20th floor of the new Iilinois 
Merchants’ Bank building. Until the 
completion of the west half of the build- 
ing access to the office is via the Clark 
street elevators. _As soon as the west 
half of the building and the balance of 
the company’s offices are completed, 
presumably May 1, access will be via 
both the La Salle street and Clark street 
elevators. 

Extends Chicago Facilities 


This move is made by the Continen- 
tal in order to place its agency depart- 
ment in closer contact with Illinois and 
more particularly Cook county business 
for all lines transacted by the Continen- 
tal companies, including all casualty and 
surety lines as well as life insurance. 
The move will enable the Continental 
to more aggressively push the develop- 
ment and acquisition of business by 
removing the handicap of having its 
agency department all located at its 
home office, 910 Michigan avenue. The 
new ofices will be fully equipped with 
every facility for service in the handling 
of all forms of insurance and bonds is- 
sued by the Continental. 

The move means that the Continen- 
talas the sole American company domi- 
ciled in Chicago is determined to bring 
its general office service and the prestige 
of general office supervision as close as 
possible to producers of casualty, surety 
and life business in the Chicago insur- 
ace district and throughout Illinois. 

The opening of this office in no wise 
disturbs any of the Continental com- 
panies’ existing arrangements in Chi- 
cago. The Continental has become one 
of the largest casualty and surety com- 
panies in the country, being the only 
company of this kind domiciled in Chi- 
cago. 

At the close of 1923 the Continental 
companies had admitted assets of over 
$15,000,000; capital, surplus and volun- 
lary reserves of over $4,500,000. Pre- 
mum writings for 1923 were over $13,- 
100,000. The Continental companies 
already have a very large business in 
Ilinois—due to the successful efforts of 
their general agency connections in Chi- 
cago and throughout the state. The vol- 
ume and rapid growth of Continental 
bremiums in the home state will be 
apparent from the following Continental 
Illinois net collections: 1921, $1,285,418; 
1922, $1,504,004; 1923, $2,004,836. 

Pushing Physicians Liability 

H. F. Wanvig of New York City has 
withdrawn from the Medbury-Agler 
brokerage office and has opened an of- 
fce of his own to handle the physicians 
lability business of the Medical Society 
of the state of New York and the 

omeopathic Society of New York. 

is business is’ placed through the 

Aetna Life on a master policy plan. 
€ company issues a master policy to 
tah of the medical societies and the 
tttails of individual cover are handled 
y the Wanvig office. Policy limits 
tage from a minimum of $5,000 and 
$15,000 to $250,000 and $275,000, the first 
€ representing single claims, the 
‘cond the annual claim limit. Mr. 

anvig developed the department in the 

omury Agler oe and it has now 
Tge enou ran - 
arate Mice” gh to warrant a sep 


hn Continental Casualty has ap- 


ited 
wey City oodward & Williamson of Jer- 
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PUSH LIABILITY PLAN 


MUST INSURE, OR NO LICENSE 





That Is Proposal in Bill Introduced in 
Maryland, at Request of 
Automobile Club 





BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—A mo- 
torist will be unable to get a license to 
operate an automobile unless he “pro- 
tects” pedestrians and property of others 
in case of accident, if the bill introduced 
in the legislature last week becomes law. 
The bill provides that the owner of every 
motor vehicle who is not financially 
responsible must carry insurance or file 
a bond for the protection of any person 
sustaining loss or injury, as a result of 
the negligent operation of such motor 
vehicle, and makes the owner liable, 
without regard to who may have been 
operating the motor vehicle, except when 
it has been stolen or is being operated 
without the knowledge or consent, ex- 
press or implied, of the owner. 

It also provides that no license shall 
be issued by the commissioner of motor 
vehicles until such insurance or bonded 
protection shall have been secured, or 
until the public service commission shall 
have determined that the amount of 
any judgment, which may be recovered 
against the owner for loss or injury 
resulting from the negligent operation 
of such motor vehicle, not in excess of 
the insurance or bonded protection 
required by this act, could be collected 
by the holder of such judgment. 

The measure was introduced at the 
request of the Automobile Club of 
Maryland. 


PROPOSED IN TENNESSEE 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., Jan. 29— 
Compulsory automobile insurance for 
every motorist probably will be asked 
by the Knoxville Automobile Club, 
according to Secretary Russell Hanlon. 
The club will sponsor a law providing it. 





NEW AMSTERDAM INCREASE 





Stockholders to Vote Feb. 2 on Making 
Capital $2,000,000—Approved by 
Directors 





BALTIMORE, MD., Jan 29.—Plans 
for increasing the capital of the New 
Amsterdam Casualty to $2,000,000 were 
announced last week by J. Arthur Nel- 
son, president. The proposal has been 
unanimously approved by the board of 
directors. The new stock, of which 
25,000 shares will be issued, is to be 
offered to stockholders of record Feb. 
2 at $39 a share, in the proportion of 
one share of new stock for seven shares 
now held. <A _ syndicate of bankers, 
headed by the Equitable Trust Com- 
pany, has agreed to purchase all stock 
not taken by the stockholders. 

A meeting of stockholders has been 
called for Feb. 2 in New York for the 
purpose of ratifying the plan. 

The company is now paying dividends 
at the rate of 23 percent, or just 1 per- 
cent less than three times the rate of 
1913. On the present dividend basis of 
23 percent the new stock at $39 a share 
will yield almost 6 percent. 

In 1913 Mr. Nelson promoted the 
American Indemnity, which was organ- 
izing to actively enter the bonding busi- 
ness. About July 1 of that year it was 
found that it would be possible for the 
Indemnity Company to purchase the 
New Amsterdam Casualty of New York. 
The latter had been in business some 
years and had a well organized field 
organization and for this reason the 
management of the Amsterdam Indem- 
nity decided upon the purchase. 


A. W. Burke, manager and general 
agent for the casualty departments of 
the Aetna Life and affiliated companies 
in Boston, has just recovered from a 
minor operation on his neck and will 
spend a few weeks in the south in the 
form of a rest, 


JAMESON DROPS FIGHT 


UNITED L. & A. CONTEST ENDS 





New Management of Concord Company 
Is in Full Control at Its Annual 
Meeting 





CONCORD, N. H., Jan 29.—The 
contest for control of the United Life 
& Accident, which has been on for some 
six months past since the former pres- 
ident, S. W. Jameson, was ousted by 
the directors, was apparently ended at 
the annual meeting Thursday. There 
were 14,454 shares out of a possible 
20,000 votes by the present management 
and their friends and the action was 
unanimous in sustaining the present 
board of directors and their policies. 
No stock was voted by Mr. Jameson, 
or the North Atlantic Securities Cor- 
poration, of which he is president, or by 
anyone in their behalf. Mr. Jameson 
was present at the meeting but did not 


vote and made no protest. He did not 
attend the meeting of the board of 
directors following the stockholders‘ 
sessions. 


President Allen Hollis, vice-president 
and secretary, Robert J. Merrill, and all 
of the other officers were re-elected. 


Jameson Still Director 


Mr. Jameson’s term as a director 
does not expire this year byt no attempt 
was made to remove him. Harry G 
Emmons of Concord was made director 
in place of Edward N. Pearson, resigned 
because of ill health. 

Reports showed new business written 
in 1923 to be $11,661,464, an increase of 
$1,517,287 over 1922 and total insurance 
in force of more than $37,000,000. Net 
earnings for the year were about $65,000 
and a 5 percent dividend was declared 
for the stockholders. 





NAME IS NOW CHANGED 





HOME OFFICE IS AT LANSING 





Michigan Surety Is Headed by Judge 
Frank H. Ellsworth, Formerly 
Insurance Commissioner 





The name of the Northern Indemnity 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., has been 
changed to the Michigan Surety and the 
home office has been moved to the 
Strand Arcade building in Lansing, 
Mich. As already announced Frank H. 
Ellsworth, who are former Michigan 
insurance commissioner and later vice- 
president of the Detroit Fidelity & 
Surety, has been elected president of 
the Michigan Surety; Charles B. Scully 
and Thomas E. Johnson, vice-presidents, 
and C. R. Crozier, secretary and treas- 
urer. The authorized capital stock is 
to be increased from $250,000 to $350,- 
000. The present capital paid up is 
$218,000 and surplus $86,500. The com- 
pany is planning to write only fidelity 
and surety bonds, but it will be a num- 
ber of weeks before it will be in a posi- 
tion to do business. J. J. Wernette, an 
architect and engineer of Grand Rapids, 
and Thomas E. Johnson, state superin- 
tendent of public instruction, have been 
added to the board of directors. 

The Northern Indemnity has been 
writing automobile, plate glass and 
some of the other casualty lines. When 
Judge Ellsworth took control he de- 
cided to convert it at once into purely 
a surety company. It will write no 
other classes. 


The casualty department of the Dallas 
office of the Aetna Life will hold a ban- 
quet Feb. 4 in honor of L. C. McGee, who 
is leaving Dallas as branch manager to 
become field supervisor in the central 
= with headquartres at Hart- 
ord, 
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NATIONAL TRAVELERS SPLIT 


Both Factors of Des Moines Company 
Elect Officers—Courts Must 
Decide on Legality 


DES MOINES, IA., Jan. 29.—The 
National Travelers Casualty is to have 
another inning in court, precipitated by 
a split during the deliberations at the 
annual meeting. Elmer Loucks, de- 
posed head of the organization, headed 
a faction that left the room, alleging 
that the meeting was packed in the in- 
terest of the faction headed by W. C. 
McArthur. Whereupon bath factions 
proceeded to elect officers and the courts 
will be asked to determine which repre- 
sents the legally constituted authority. 
Loucks claims that stockholders friendly 
to him were not notified of the meeting 
and this will be the basis of the case 
that has been taken into the district 
court. 

At the annual meeting Saturday W. C. 
McArthur, appointed president 18 
months ago by Judge Thompson, was 
elected to that position, as were the 
other officials appointed at the time a 
meceivership was sought. In December, 
wa22, a special meeting was held con- 
firming the appointments made by 
Judge Thompson and the action of that 
ameeting was ratified at the annual meet- 
‘ing Saturday. At that meeting the cer- 
ttificates of membership of Elmer 
Loucks and O. C. Miller were canceled 
and this action was also ratified Sat- 
wirday. 

Other officers of the McArthur fac- 
tion are: Claude E. Nichols, vice-pres- 
ident; Lewis Adelman, secretary and 
treasurer; L. S. Hill, George C. Wil- 
liams, Meyer Brody, H. E. Rumsey, 
Claude Nichols, H. F. Gross, Lewis J. 
Adelman, W. C. McArthur and E, G. 
Ragsdale, directors, Mr. Ragsdale suc- 
ceeding Harry H. Polk who resigned 
from the board. 

The Loucks faction elected A. H. 
Tuttle, president; W. W. Miller, vice- 
president; J. M. Bowie, secretary and 
treasurer. The directors named are 
J. M. Bowie, T. B. Cookerly, O. C. Mil- 
‘er, W. W. Miller, A. H. Tuttle, E. C. 
McClain, Walter St. John and E. H. 
Mulock. 


Inter-Ocean Casualty Meeting 


‘The second annual meeting of district 
managers and superintendents of the 
Inter-Ocean Casualty held in Cincinnati 
last week and problems of each branch 








Casualty Insurance Man 


Thoroughly familiar with general agency busi- 
"ness desires connection as underwriter or special 
‘agent. Experienced in compensation inspec- 
tion and rating, public liability lines, auto 
liability, fire and theft, steam boiler, etc. 

' Address H-24, care The National Underwriter 








ATTENTION EXECUTIVES! 


Have you a place for a dependable, expe- 
rienced and energetic casualty field man of 
several years’ experience? seek a real 
opportunity with some good stock company 
or general agency. Address H-19, care The 
National Underwriter. 








Special Agents 
Wanted—by surety and casualty com- 
pany — Special Agents in following 
states: Alabama, Arkansas, _ Illinois, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Nebraska, New Jersey, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, West Virginia, 
and Wisconsin. In replying please state 
salary wanted, experience, reference 
and territory preferred. Address H-15, 
care The National Underwriter. 


of the business written by the company 
were considered in group sessions. The 
convention was concluded with a ban- 
quet at which the officers and directors 
were speakers. J. S. Spencer, chairman 
of the board, acted.as toastmaster. Talks 
were made by Vice-President G. A. 
Northcott, George S. Neal of Hunting- 
ton, W. Va., Frank Connor, field repre- 
sentative and Sam Clark of Springfield, 
Ill. Leaders of the Inter-Ocean Casualty 
forces left the convention determined 
to carry out the purpose of the company 
to write $2,000,000 in premiums in 1924. 


Kokomo L. & A. Elects 


Charles L. Hummel was elected presi- 
dent of the Kokomo Life & Accident of 
“Kokomo, Ind., at its annual meeting. 
Other officers elected were as follows: 
Hal C. Phelps, Peru, first vice-president 
and general counsel; W. W. Dimock, sec- 
ond vice-president; John Duret, treas- 
urer; Harry Broadlick, assistant treas- 
urer; W. E. Weller, secretary and general 
manager; Dr. L. D. Robertson, medical 
director. All the officers were elected 
to the board of directors and in addi- 
tion to these L. H. Scott of Peru and 
George L. Bonham of Kokomo were 
added to the board and L. C. Gifford was 
re-elected. 

The Kokomo Life & Accident was es- 
tablished last June, having been moved 
from Seymour, Ind., where it had func- 
tioned for several years as the American 
Mutual Life. 


Home Assurance Writing Life 


The Home Assurance of South Bend, 
Ind., which has been writing accident 
and health only, has started to issue 
industrial life policies for $100, $200, 
$300, $400 and $500; whole life and 
20-payment policies, with premiums pay- 
able monthly, quarterly, semi-annually 
or annually. The rates are based upon 
the American 3% ‘percent experience 
table. 

It will give paid-up and extended in- 
surance values upon the same basis as 
old line legal reserve companies, and its 
reserves will be upon the same basis. 

The company is also selling whole 
life and 20-payment policies upon the 
same basis from $1,000 to $5,000. In 
order to be on the safe side, it will re- 
insure everything over $1,000.00. R. R. 
Koch, well known in the accident and 
health field, is president of the company. 


American Liability Agency Changes 

On account of advancing years, Benj- 
amin Denner has been forced to give up 
the agency of the American Liability at 
Fort Wayne, Ind. William P. Walsh, well 
known in insurance circles throughout 
Indiana, has taken over the Fort Wayne 
agency. 

Louis J. Fenger, who has been identified 
with the insurance business at New 
Albany, Ind., for many years, has been 
placed in charge of the American Liability 
agency in that city. 


Southern Life & Health Conference 


The Southern Life & Health of Bir- 
mingham held a conference last week of 
ail superintendents from Louisiana, 
Florida and Alabama. The various sup- 
erintendents who have charge of the 
company’s 200 field workers attended. 
W. P. Townsend, superintendent at De- 
Land, Fla., the central Florida territory, 
was shown by the records to be the 
leading superintendent of the company 
for the year. 

A dinner was given in honor of the 
superintendents and their wives by Mr. 
and Mrs. C. P. Orr, W. R. Lathrop, A. L. 
Kidd and P. P. Pepper, the company 
officers. C. P. Orr is president of the 
company, which enjoyed a greatly in- 
creased business during 1923. 





Report on Auto Death Rate 


Figures issued by the National Safety 
Council last week on automobile deaths 
in 1923 show that, while the total num- 
ber of deaths increased by 1,000, the 
fatality rate per 10,000 automobiles reg- 
istered showed a slight decrease over 
1922. The National Safety Council has 
estimated the total number of automo- 














bile deaths in 1923 at .15,000, consid- 
ered a conservative figure. This is an 
imcrease of 1,000 over 1922. The esti- 


mated death rate per 10,000 automobiles 
registered, however, shows a slight de- 
crease from the 1922 figure of 11.6. An 
increase of 1,500,000 motor vehicles on 
the streets in 1923 has made the national 
death rate per 10,000 registered vehicles 
approximately 11.1. The Safety Council 
points especially to the record made on 
fatal accidents to children, which show 
a slight decline over the 1922 figure. In 
spite of the general increase in automo- 
bile accidents, fatal accidents to chil- 
dren showed a decline, which the Safety 


Council credits largely to activities in 
elementary school systems along safety 
educational lines. The Safety Council 
reports that 300 cities are now including 


organized safety instruction 
the daily curriculum. 
children decreased in practically all of 
the large cities. Twenty-three cities re- 
ported a decrease in fatal auto mishaps 


as part of 
Fatal accidents to 


of all kinds, the most substantial de- 
creases being in San Francisco, Min- 
neapolis, Sacramento, Chicago and New 


Haven, Conn. 


Missouri State’s Accident Contest 


The Missouri State Life has launched 
a six weeks’ accident contest, Jan. 15 to 
Feb. 26, with a grand prize of $250 for 
the manager or general agent whose 
office writes and pays for the largest 
volume of business for the contest pe- 
riod. The new producer who turns in 
the largest volume of paid-for accident 
will be awarded $100 and the largest 
number of paid applications carries a 
prize of $50. Similar prizes will be 
awarded to the old producers. There will 
also be bonus awards to every competi- 
tor. 


Claim Seattle Case Suicide 


A bitter legal fight involving payment 
of $155,000 in insurance will take place 
in Seattle, Wash., because of the death 
of Dr. Albert F. Mattice on Thanksgiving 
day last. Dr. Mattice’s father and his 
financee, beneficiaries under three insur- 
anee policies, through their attorneys, 
assert he accidentally shot himself 
either while toying with a pistol or by 
dropping it. The New York Life, which 
must pay $125,000, and the Maryland 
Casualty, which must pay $30,000 if the 
claims of the beneficiaries are upheld, 
assert that Dr, Mattice committed suicide. 

Of the life policies at issue one is for 
$50,000, carrying double indemnity in 
case of accidental death, and one for 
$25,000. 


First National’s Good Increase 


The First National Life, Health & Ac- 
cident of New Orleans showed an in- 
crease of 102 percent in its debit in 1923 
over 1922. The company writes indus- 
trial health and accident and industrial 
life in Louisiana. It now has offices in 
New Crleans, Baton Rouge, Alexandria, 
Lake Charles and a number of smaller 
towns. Offices will soon be opened at 
Shreveport and Monroe. 

Each of 30 men showed an increase 


‘| of $73 in their debit for 1923. 


President T. B. Martin took charge of 
the company Jan. 29, 1923, and is respon- 
sible for its splendid showing. This fine 
increase in business was made without 
loss in surplus. Mr. Martin is a strong 
man. He was connected with the Life 
& Casualty of Nashville for 18 years. For 
nine years he was in charge of the New 
Orleans office. 





Plan St. Louis Safety Classes 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan, 22.—In connec- 
tion with the series of classes on scien- 
tific accident prevention which will be 
conducted by the St. Louis Safety Coun- 
cil, T. Alfred Fleming, supervisor of the 
conservation department of the National 
Board, will speak April 4, on “Fire Pre- 
vention.” All together 14 addresses will 
be given by men prominent in safety 
work in all of the larger cities of the 
country, including officials of railroads 
and other large industrial concerns. 





Missouri State’s Figures 


In his report to the stockholders of the 
Missouri State Life last week, Presi- 
dent M. E. Singleton reported the biggest 
year’s business in the company’s his- 
tory. New business of $155,449,486, in- 
cluding group, increases and revivals, an 
increase of $51,115,879; insurance in force, 
Dec, 31, 1923, $475,735,998, an increase of 
$90,156,253 over 1922; admitted assets 
$45,989,000 as compared with $3,600,000, 
a gain of more than $6,000,000 were 
among the figures shown. Premium in- 





=—=— 
come for the year amounted tg 


70, 11,15 . 
oo" as compared with $11,153,000 ty 
Premium income in the accident 
health department was $280,000 as Ps 
pared with $165,000 for 1922, g = 
decided and satisfactory increase ed 
another testimonial to the efficiency 
the branch offices, which wrote the b e 
of this business. lk 





Huling Takes Aetna’s Ticket Busines, 
J. W. Huling of the agency depar 


of the Aetna Life and affiliated me 
panies and formerly field Supervisor tor 
the disability lines, has been placeg n 
charge of the accident ticket busines 
for these companies and will devote tis 


whole time to such effort. 


Examine National Life & Accident 


The insurance departments of Tenneg 
see, Missouri and Texas will begin 4 
convention examination of the National 
Life & Accident, Feb. 4, A. §, Caldwelj, 
insurance commissioner for Tennessee 
announces. 


Interstate L. & A. Increase 


An increase of 30 percent in the busi. 
ness of the Interstate Life & Accident of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., for 1923 was dis. 
closed in the report of Dr. Joseph W 
Johnson, president and manager, at jt, 
annual meeting. Satisfactory and sy}. 
stantial additions to the company’s assets 
were recorded, as well as large increases 
in the volume of business written, a. 
cording to the report. 

Statistics show that the Interstate Life 
& Accident now ranks fifth in size among 
the companies of the United States writ. 
ing industrial life, health and accident 
business. 





Inter-Ocean in New Mexico 


The Inter-Ocean Casualty has entered 
New Mexico and has appointed E. A ¥ 
Wilson, who formerly occupied a re. 
sponsible position with one of the larger 
western insurance companies, as its gen- 
eral agent. Headquarters will be at 
Albuquerque. 





Time Reports Good Year 


The year 1923 was the greatest in the 
history of the Time Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, according to figures fur- 
nished by President C. G. Traphagen, 
who states that the premium income was 
$461,476, claims paid $207,654. Admitted 
assets as of Dec. 31, 1923, total $168,1%, 
with capital of $25,000 and surplus of 
$50,000, this being an increase of $25,000 
in the surplus as compared with 1922. 


Accident Notes 


McClellan McDowell, 62, died recently 
at his home at Indianapolis. Mr, McDow- 
ell for 15 years was a superintendent of 
the General Accident. 

Howard Crandall of Minnetoon, Neb. 
and J. E. McNally of Schuyler, Neb., have 
been appointed district managers for the 
Business Men’s Protective of Lincoln. 

William O. Ilgenfritz, superintendent 
of the group disability department of 
the United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 
has been making a survey for his com- 
pany along certain lines in Minneapolis 
territory. 

Frank J. Tharinger, assistant secre- 
tary of the Old Line Life of Milwaukee, 
has left for Oklahoma, where he Will 
join Rupert F. Fry, president of the 
company, who left for the new territory 
about a week ago. Mr. Tharinger has 
just returned from a _ business trip t 
Pennsylvania, another state that was 
only recently added to the company’ 
territory. 


Boosts Insurance at Auto Show 


Literature promoting the sale of auto 
mobile liability policies was distributed 
by the Northwestern Casualty & Surety 
of Milwaukee at the Milwaukee Auto 
mobile Show, Jan. 19-26. The North- 
western was the only insurance compaty 
having a booth at the show, and the lo 
cation of the booth was one of the 
choicest on the floor. Those in charge 
of the booth distributed reams of liter 
ture announcing the company’s activity 
in the collision, liability and property 
damage field, and offering sound argt 
ments why these types of insurant 
should be carried by motorists. Amons 
other information included in the bulle 
tins is an analysis of the automobile a 
cidents in the city of Milwaukee durin 
the past year, the total possible liability 
of which is compiled as amounting ® 
$7,000,000. 
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a WORKMEN'S. COMPENSATION 


sBEK TENNESSEE RATE RAISE * 





award is made, it should be based | 
pon the salary he was paid or the | 


amount he made out of salary and tips. 


Some Companies May Quit Compensa- | It was claimed that his tips brought his 


tion Business Unless Rejection of | wed up to $35 a week. 


New Schedule Is Reversed 





NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 29—| 
Whether a number of companies writ- | 
ing workmen’s compensation insurance | 
in Tennessee will continue to issue that 
form of insurance depends somewhat on | 
whether an increase in premium rates | 
js granted by a state board consisting 
of the governor, the commissioner of 
insurance and the secretary of state, it 
is hinted. 

Dissatisfaction has arisen from many 
quarters over the recent rejecting of 
an increase in rates averaging about 16 
percent and now overtures are made to 
to the state officials for the approval of 
a higher increase. 

An adjustment carrying higher rates 
jg necessary, according to the dealers, 
in view of the fact that the last general 
assembly reduced the waiting period 
from 14 to 7 days and increased the 
compensation allowed from $11 to $12 
a week, graduating upward to a maxi- 
mum of $15 a week, depending upon 
the number of dependents of the appli- 
cant. 

The new scale was applied for sev- 
eral days ago by executives of the Na- 
tional Council on Compensation Insur- 
ance, who conferred with the state au- 
thorities here. 

A decision in this matter is expected 
early in February, after the arrival of 
an actuary whom the insurance depart- 
ment has engaged from New York. 





No Action on Fitzgerald Bill 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 29.— 
Both Representatives Underhill and 
Fitzgerald left the city today for the 
remainder of the week, making action 
on workmen’s compensation proposal 
this week out of the question. 

The committee has heard representa- 
tives of labor unions, who urged that 
the Fitzgerald monopolistic bill be 
passed, in that they contend an existing 
agency will be available to handle the 
fund if the government writes all the 
protection. Representatives of compa- 
nies desiring the passage of the Under- 
hill bill will appear later. The Under- 
hill bill leaves the business open to 
competition. 





Two Big Mine Losses 


Two big mine losses were incurred by 
the Associated Companies last week, 
when 31 lives were lost in a disaster at 
Johnston City, Ill., and about 80 were 
killed at Shanktown, Pa. The exact fi- 
nancial loss cannot be known for some 
time, but the loss on the two disasters 
will probably be between $200,000 and 
$300,000. The direct writing company 
on the Illinois risk was the London 
Guarantee & Accident, but both risks 
were carried through the Associated 

mpanies. 





New Questions Up in Maryland 

BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29.—Compen- 
sation claims being aired before the 
State Accident Commission sprang up 
from two new fields. One of the claims 
came from the Maryland penitentiary, 
and the other came from the Hotel Bel- 
vedere. The Penitentiary claim is that 
of Harry Orem, a colored prisoner, whose 
foot was badly injured while working 
for the Jones Hollow Ware Company, 
Prison contractors in the institution. 

é@ insurance company raised the ques- 
tion of whether a prisoner was entitled 
to compensation. 

The other was the claim of the widow 
and four children of Ira B. Chester, bell 
captain at the Belvedere, who was killed 
bp he fell down the basement steps 
of the hotel in September, 1923. The in- 


surance company claims that Chester 


Was intoxicated, but raises a more com- 


workmen’s compensation act to 


The hotel com- 
any claims he was paid $40 a month. 





Virginia Commission’s Report 

RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 29—A total of 
$194,609 was paid in the last two years 
under the provisions of the Virginia 
Rich- 
mond residents, according to the bien- 
nial report of the industrial commission, 
just from the press. Norfolk, with $151,- 
102.58, comes second in the list of Vir- 
ginia cities. The amount paid in the 
entire state was $1,733,335.92. Of this, 
$603,261.25 went to the cities and $1,130,- 
074.67 to the counties. 
The report shows 11,699 persons were 
forced to lose time from employment due 
to injuries received and were awarded 
$491,947. Total number of days lost from 
work by the injured was 448,789. 
The commission has been forced to im- 
pose penalties on only a small number 
of employers for failure to make prompt 
report of accidents. There are only 68 


| firms in the state which have elected to 


carry their own insurance and there is no 
indication that’ this number will show 
any increase this year, the report says. 





State Pays Big Premium 
COLUMBUS, ©., Jan. 
pensation fund $107,000, the premium on 
insurance of all state employes. 
state is one of the largest premium pay- 


division. 





Earning Capacity Is Test 


A mooted point in connection 
Alabama’s new compensation law 


with 


pealed from the Jefferson circuit court. 
lower court, ruled that there is no pro- 


damages for pain and suffering, but only 
for loss of ability to earn a living. The 
court of appeals held that if a person 
suffers an accident while employed in an 
industry in Alabama and is still able to 
earn as much after the accident as be- 
fore, such person can not recover dam- 
ages for permanent injury. The man in 
the case earned more after the accident 
than before. 





Treble Award in Wisconsin 


Compensation to the amount of $8,221 
was awarded by the Wisconsin Industrial 
Commission to a youth of 16 years, who 
suffered the loss of one eye in an indus- 
trial accident. Because the boy was 


without a child labor permit, the award 
was made on a treble compensation basis, 
and ranks as the second highest award 
ever made on this basis in the history 


tion law. 


proper care in the hiring of young 
people. It is pointed out that compen- 
sation insurance does not protect em- 
ployer against treble compensation, and 
that it will pay the employer to insist on 
the presentation of a birth certificate by 
all minor applicants for positions. The 


law provides that persons under 17 years 
of age may be employed only if they 
have a special child labor permit, and 
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29—The state of | 
Ohio has paid into the workmen’s com- | 


The | 


ers, covering its employes in every state | 


was |} 
clarified by a decision last week by the 
Alabama court of appeals in the case of | 
ex parte American Blakeslee Manufac- | 
turing Company in re C. B. Ezkles ap- | 








Business-Builders 


Developing 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile, 
Elevator and General Liability, Accident, 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 


Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 
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Paid-in Capital $1,500,000 Write for Territory 








The court of appeals, in reversing the | 


vision in the act for payment of any | 
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under the child labor age limit, working | 


of the Wisconsin workmen’s compensa- | 
In making the award the com- | 
mission warned all employers to exert | 
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that they be employed under no circum- 
stance in certain specified lines of pro- 
hibited work. 


Get Labor Unions’ Cooperation 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 28—Labor 
unions of this city and the workmen’s 
compensation board of Pennsylvania will 
cooperate to see that employers take out 
compensation insurance, as required by 
law, according to plans. tentatively 
shaped up yesterday at a meeting of the 
Central Labor Union. 

Action was taken following an appeal 
by T. Henry Walnut, chairman of the 
compensation board. He urged men to 
refuse to work for firms which have 
failed to comply with the insurance law. 


Losses Not Contributory 


NEW YORK, Jan. 28—Compensation 
insurers carry their risks independently 
and there can be no contribution, accord- 
ing to a decision of the supreme court in 
the case of the Exchange Mutual Indem- 
nity against the Zurich. The case arose 
over the compensation claim by an em- 
ploye of the Tucker Electric Construc- 
tion Company, which insured its compen- 
sation risks in New York through the 
Exchange Mutual Indemnity and in Con- 
necticut through the Zurich. An em- 
ploye was injured under circumstances 
which gave him the right to claim com- 
pensation under either law, but he col- 
lected from the Exchange Mutual Indem- 
nity. The mutual attempted to compel 
the Zurich to contribute to the loss, but 
the court held that there was no con- 
tributory liability. 


Enforce Minnesota Time Limit 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan, 29—That the 
Minnesota Industrial Commission intends 
to construe strictly the time limitations 
written into the compensation law by the 
last legislature is indicated by its action 
in two cases just decided. In one of 
them the commission granted the em- 
ploye full compensation for injuries be- 
cause the employer failed to file his an- 
swer within the 20-day limit provided by 
law. In the other case the commission 


sustained a motion to dismiss an appeal | | : 
for his pay. 


by the insurer from a decision of the 
referee, because notice failed to state 
the specific findings which the appellant 





claimed were unwarranted and also be- 
cause there was no “proof of service 
thereon by admission of affidavit” upon 
the adverse parties within the time 
limit for appeal. 





Want Companies to Pay Lawyers 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—A bill to 
amend the workmen’s compensation law 
so as to provide for the payment of the 
fees of counsel engaged by an injured 
workman to press his claim before the 
state industrial accident commission is 
pending in the legislature. 

The measure provides that whenever 
a claim of an injured workman shall be 
contested by the insurance company and 
the accident commission is called upon 
to adjudicate the dispute, the attorney 
of the plaintiff shall be paid by the in- 
surance company, should the commission 
decide in favor of the former. 

The amount of such fees is to be de- 
termined by the commission. 
me 





Maryland State Fund Report 


BALTIMORE, .MD., Jan, 29—An _in- 
crease of 87 percent in premiums written 
last year is noted by the manager of 
the State Accident Fund, in his annual 
report. The fund, according to the re- 
port, is carrying a surplus of $439,209, 
which is 166 percent of the net premiums 
for the year. The fund is reinsured for 
catastrophe losses in excess of $500,000. 


Assets of the fund are given as $684,- 
667.67, The income last year was $300,- 
305.55 


On Way to Get Pay; No Liability 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 29—The In- 
dustrial Accident Commission has held 
that a person injured on his way to draw 
pay is not entitled to compensation if the 
time of the accident is outside working 
hours and the accident occurs off the 
employer’s premises. This ruling was 
made by the commission in the case of 
Edgar M. Payne of Relay, Md., who was 
struck and killed by a train while wait- 
ing at Relay Station to go to Baltimore 
The man was employed by 
George W. Miller, a road builder, and 
was killed Sept. 23, 1323. 
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WITH BURGLARY UNDERWRITERS 








MOST COMPANIES IN BUREAU 


But Few Offices Are Writing Burglary 
Insurance That Are Outside the 
Big Organization 





Most of the large companies writing 
burglary insurance are now members 
of the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters and hence are 
members of the burglary department of 
that bureau. The General Accident is 
the most aggressive company on the 
outside writing burglary business. The 
New Jersey Fidelity & Plate Glass, 
Employers Indemnity of Kansas City, 
American Surety, Sun Indemnity and a 
few others are still on the outside. The 
burglary department now consists of 
the following companies: 

Aetna Casualty & Surety, Columbia 
Casualty, Commercial Casualty, Conti- 
nental Casualty, Eagle Indemnity, Em- 
ployers Liability, Fidelity & Casualty, 
Globe Indemnity, Hartford Accident & 
Indemnity, Indemnity Insurance Com- 
pany of N. A., Independence Indem- 
nity, London Guarantee & Accident, 
London & Lancashire Indemnity, Mary- 
land Casualty, Massachusetts Bonding, 
Metropolitan Casualty, National Surety, 
New Amsterdam Casualty, New York 
Indemnity, Norwich Union Indemnity, 
Ocean Accident & Guarantee, Phoenix 
Indemnity, Preferred Accident, Royal 
Indemnity, Travelers Indemnity, Union 





Indemnity, United States Casualty, y 
S. Fidelity & Guaranty. ie 


Minnesota Conditions Improving 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 29.—The 
forces of law and order are eTadually 
overcoming the criminal element in Min. 
nesota, declares G. H. Richards, secre 
of the Minnesota Bankers Association 
He declares that intelligent, deter. 
mined methods are eliminating burglars 
and holdup men, either by jailing then 
or driving them from the state. In dis. 
cussing the question, Mr. Richardg takes 
occasion to advise bank employes to 
keep their eyes open during a holdup 
and make every effort to get a positiys 
identification of the robbers rather thay 
trying to battle them. The chanceg are 
so good of capturing bank bandits theg 
days, he said, that it is important to pg, 
able to identify them when the tim 
comes. 


Settle St. Louis Case 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 29—The Fidelity 
& Casualty settled in full a claim for 
$15,000 insurance after the suit of May 
M. Pattiz under a burglary policy was 
called to trial in the federal court for 
the eastern district of Missouri, Pattiz 
claimed that on Jan, 24, 1923, hold-up 
men entered his store at 203 North Ninth 
street and took jewelry valued at $16,009, 
After Pattiz had given his testimony ip 
the suit, counsel for the company agreed 
to settle for the amount of the loss, plus 
interest at 6 percent and pay the court 
costs. This offer was accepted by attor. 
neys for Pattiz. 
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TOWNER’S KANSAS CITY TALK 





Surety Rater Is Guest of Honor at Well 
Attended Meeting of Kansas- 
Missouri Association 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Jan. 29.—The 
Surety Underwriters Association of 
Kansas and Missouri initiated its 1924 
campaign for new members with a big 
meeting Friday, at which R. H. Towner 
of the rating bureau was the guest of 
honor. About 50 surety men of Greater 
Kansas City were present. Mr. Towner 
touched on especially, contract bonds, 
depository bonds, and the full coverage 
for banks that includes coverage of 
checking accounts, at an additional fee. 
* There was special interest in the sub- 
ject of road work bonds, in view of the 
extensive lettings in Missouri this year 
under the state’s program backed by a 
bond issue. In Missouri, a manufac- 
turer is providing cement for road con- 
tracts under an arrangement with the 
state whereby the manufacturer takes 
only an 8 percent profit above cost. 
While no definite opinion has been ren- 
dered as to the responsibility of a bond- 
ing company with reference to the ce- 
ment in the contract, it seems to be the 
general opinion that in Missouri the 
bond will cover the cement, since it has 
been said the contractors will buy from 
that designated source. 

The Surety Association under the 
presidency of James Van Buren, vice 
president here of the Fidelity & Deposit, 
is aiming at a 100 per cent membership 
of general agents and branch thanagers 
of companies serving Kansas agd West- 
ern Missouri. I. J. Talbot, general 
agent of the National Surety, Kansas 
City, Kan., is secretary. 

The meeting Friday revealed one im- 
portant service of the association—in 
getting all local representatives to a 
clear understanding of the manual, and 
of accepted practice, as well as in 
knowledge of conditions. 


Change in Los Angeles Company 
The resignation of F. T. Weir as presi- 
dent of the recently organized Consoli- 
dated Surety of Los Angeles is announced 








and the election of F. R. Kellogg to sue- 
ceed him, Mr. Kellogg has been vice- 
president of the company and is also 
prominent in a number of other corpora- 
tions, being president of the Buttonlath 
Manufacturing Company, a director of 
the El Segundo State Bank and secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Premier Gasoline 
Company. In presenting his resignation 
Mr. Weir explained that his action was 
caused by the demands of other interests, 





What Does Taxi Bond Cover 


LINCOLN, NEB., Jan, 29.—In submit- 
ting its appeal from a Lancaster county 
court decision in a damage suit, the 
Aetna Casualty raised in supreme court 
the question of whether in signing @ 
taxicab license bond, as required by 4 
Lincoln city ordinance, it makes itself 
liable to be sued in the same action as 
is the driver, or whether the bond can 
be resorted to only after a judgment 
creditor has exhausted the property of 
the driver. It was held by the lower 
court that signing such a bond requires 
the company to come in and defend the 
action for the driver, just as in former 
days the bondsmen for a saloonkeeper 
had to defend jointly in a suit for dam- 
ages resulting from illegal sales. The 
company takes the position that it is 
merely the indemnifier, and liable only 
if the person indemnified fails to pay the 
judgment and his property is first ex- 
hausted. It might have a good defense 
in an action by the principal on the bond 
against it because of his violations of its 
conditions, whereas if required to stand 
by him in court it is burdened with 
making his defense. 


California Automobile Bonds 


To meet the requirement of the dl- 
vision of motor vehicles of California 
that parties “bringing their automobiles 
into a foreign state and desiring t0 
register same in order to give legal title 
thereto” in thhe event of sale, may be 
required to furnish a bond to the state 
in amount equal to the market value fo 
the machine, the Towner Rating Bureal 
of New York has fixed a rate of 1 per 
cent on the penalty bond for its term 
the earned minimum to be $10 each. 


Companies Do Not Favor Class 
Surety companies have not warmed Up 
to any great extent to the writing © 
bonds guaranteeing the payment of 
cipal and interest on bond issues. 


MAD 
papers | 
county 
beginnir 
junction 


bard, w 





have been made for this class but 
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ies as a whole are indifferent. 
js purely a financial guarantee and 
ple or concerns issuing the bonds 
gould have to be gilt edged to pass 
er. The main demand would come 
jmprovement bonds of various kinds. 
e@ better class of concerns issuing 
ponds would feel that the security back 
of the issue was adequate. Underwrit- 
rs say that they would probably get 
os more undesirable issues and the se- 
jection would always be against the com- 
y. Some bonds have been issued but 
companies as @ whole do not look upon 
this class with favor. 


New Indiana Bonding Company 


The Inland Bonding Company is being 
organized at South Bend, Ind., under the 
Indiana laws governing casualty com- 
jes. Carl K. Ehnes is to be manager. 
yr. Ehnes is well acquainted with the 
ponding business and has had considerable 
experience in northern Indiana in this 
line, having been for a number of years 
r of the insurance department of 

the Mishawaka Trust Company and for 
the past five years special agent of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty in 
gorthern Indiana, representing the Indian- 
spolis branch office under Foster & Mes- 





sick. Mr. Ehnes was also state agent of 
the London & Lancashire Indemnity. He 
got his early training in the insurance 
business in Indianapolis. The Inland 
Agency, Inc., will act as general agent of 
the Inland Bonding Company. 


Improve Oklahoma Bank Conditions 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 29.— 
Every effort to restore the confidence in 
Oklahoma banks is being made by Gov- 
ernor M. E. Trapp. A recent announce- 
ment reveals that he intends to recom- 
mend to the legislature now in session the 
advisability of appropriating $40,000 to 
augment the present force of examiners 
in the state banking department. The 
ninth legislature created 12 examiners’ po- 
sitions, but no funds were appropriated 
for their maintenance. In commenting 
on his announcement, the executive said 
that he will “make the Oklahoma banks 
so strong, within a year, that they could 
not be broken with a sledge hammer.” 

The governor further avers that the 
bankers alone are to blame for the condi- 
tions of the respective institutions. “As 
far as I am concerned,” he said, “a banker 
can’t get by with a statement that local 








conditions were responsible.” 


INSURANCE 





LIVE STOCK 





COURT FIGHT OVER CONTROL 


Bort Made to Prevent Dr. G. W. Hub- 
bard Voting Proxies of Wisconsin 
Live Stock Held by Him 


MADISON, WIS., Jan. 29.—Motion 
papers filed with the clerk of the Dane 
county circuit court here, indicated the 
beginning of a suit for a permanent in- 
iynction to restrain Dr. Gaius’W. Hub- 
hard, well-known Chicago live stock in- 
surance underwriter, from voting proxies 
of Wisconsin Livestock Insurance Com- 
pany stock now in his possession, prior 
to the meeting of the stockholders 
called for April 15. 





The action is designed to prevent Dr. | 


Hubbard from getting complete control 
of the company, and started off with 
the granting by Commissioner Henry 
T. Sheldon of a temporary injunction, 
restraining Hubbard from attempting to 
hold a meeting of stockholders. Dr. 


Hubbard’s motion demanding more spe- | 
dic allegations, following the serving | 
oasummons and complaint that his | 


proxies were not properly obtained, was 
denied by Judge E. Ray Stevens. The 
court granted the complainants per- 


of Hubbard. 

Revelation was made at the examina- 
tion held before Commissioner Sheldon 
that Hubbard holds proxies with op- 
tions on 1,210 shares of the 2,500 shares 
of outstanding stock, and proxies with- 
out option on other stock sufficient to 
give him control of more than half the 
total. The options, it is said, expire 
April 1, two weeks before the next 
regular meeting. 

In the complaint it is alleged that 
Hubbard’s actual investment in the cap- 


mission to hold an adverse examination | 


| 





stock of the company is represented 


by a $50 share bought in December. 
The total capital stock of the company 
is $125,000, with assets exceeding 
$200,000, according to the officials. The 
defendant claims in papers filed with 
the clerk of court that he obtained the 
proxies from between 65 and 70 stock- 
holders, all of whom were willing to 
consummate the sale of the stock. Hub- 
bard has been asked to produce all the 
proxies and options pertaining to the 
stock in the company, at his adverse 
examination. 


ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN MADE 





American Mutual Live Stock of Spring- 
field, Ill., Finds Additional 
Levy Necessary 


The American Mutual Live Stock of 
Springfield, Ill., has levied an assess- 
ment of 25 percent on all policyholders. 
In the assessment announcement sent 
out by the company it is stated that the 
loss experience in 1923 on the dog poli- 
cies of the company was so unsatis- 
factory that it was found impossible to 
continue without reinforcing the com- 
pany’s treasury. The officials of the 
company state that they have been put- 
ting some of their own cash into the 
company in an attempt to avoid this 
assessment, but found it impossible to 
meet the requirements. The total pre- 
miums written by the American Mu- 
tual Live Stock in 1923 


and total claims in 1923 were $47,000. 


It cost the company 30 percent to 
write the business, making the total 
disbursements $65,000. The company 


now has assets of about $15,000. The 
company writes dog insurance and the 
announcement states that there are now 
6,600 policyholders with the company. 








PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN 4 








Antinental Casualty of Chicago left 
‘ew York last Saturday on a tour 
around the world. He will go up 
trough the Mediterranean Sea, the 
suez Canal, the Red Sea, through the 
southern coast of Asia coming up by 
and Japan and the Philippines. 
lexander will not return to the 
until the latter part of May. 


President H. G. B. Alexander of the | 
| 
} 
| 


Mr, Al 
office 


Richard H. Thompson, fourth vice- | 
President of the Maryland Casualty, was 

a director of the Maryland As- 
Vary the life running mate of the 
~atyland Casualty, at the annual meet- 
That the stockholders last week. Mr. 
he Pson fills the vacancy created by 

















Tsignation of John W. Donohue, 


| of that work. 


resident vice-president of the Mary- 
land Casualty at Philadelphia. 


J. J. Heelan, formerly at the head of- 
fice of the Aetna Life, has become man- 
ager of the Harrisburg, Pa., office of 
the Aetna companies. He was formerly 
in charge of the inspection and safety 
department at Chicago and then went 
to the head office to take general charge 


Some indication of the enthusiasm 
which those connected with the Union 
Indemnity feel for that institution is 
shown in the transcontinental trip taken 
by John H. McCallum, member of the 
California advisory board, simply to 


were $83,999 } 





attend the annual meeting. He lives 


in San Francisco. He reached New 
Orleans on the day of the meeting and 
left the day after. He is head of the 
J. H. McCallum Lumber Company. He 
is a protege of Capt. Robert Dollar, the 
redoubtable original of the “Cappy 
Ricks” stories, by whom he was started 
in business in 1892. 





NEWS OF COMPANIES 














Massachusetts Plate Glass — Assets, 
$244,825; unearned premiums, $42,589; re- 


serve for claims, $2,381; capital, $100,- 
000; surplus, $87,353. 3usiness in 1923: 
Premiums Losses 
Plate glass .........$ 85,637 $ 33,236 
* *x * 
Wolverine Mutual Motor—Assets, 
$141,442; unearned premiums, $102,495; 
Reserve for claims, $11,842; surplus, 
$27,105. 
* * * 


Home Assurance, Ind.—Assets, $6,718; 
reserve for claims, $1,591; surplus, $5,127. 
Business in 1923: 

Premiums Losses 
Accident and health.$ 58,009 $ 
* * * 

Connecticut General—dAssets, $52,962,- 
137; unearned premiums, $935,503; 
serve for claims, $303,819; capital, $1,000,- 








21,139 


re- | 


000; surplus, $3,312,970. Business in 
1923: | 
Premiums Losses 
PE. 4. cnncwentied 741,099 $ 214,151 | 
SN Rr eee 267,202 147,954 | 
RENE cosevisnes 351,877 49,036 
WORN éssesccwaes $1,360,178 $ 411,142 | 
* * * 


Brotherhood Accident, Mass.—dAssets, 
$390,536; unearned premiums, $110,228; 
reserve for claims, $45,348; capital, $100,- 


000; net surplus, $120,760. Business in 

1923: Prems. Losses 

Accident and health...$475,265 $258,689 
x * x 

Union Indemnity, New Orleans—It 


closed the year with results highly satis- 
factory. Its total premiums were $5,176,- 
852, an increase of more than 33% per- 
cent over 1922. The detailed statement 
of the year’s business has not yet been 
completed, but the premiums were fairly 
well proportioned to the various lines of 
business. The expense ratio and loss 
ratio were satisfactory. The outlook for 
1924 is highly gratifying and it expects 
to carry out its yp-ogram of steady 
growth. 
ees 

Ohio Casualty—Assets, $768,525; un- 
earned premiums, $253,769; claim re- 
serve, $70,473; capital, $250,000; surplus, 





$176,047. Business in 1923: 
Prems. Losses 
Automobile .......... $502,252 $164,559 
ee GOD 6 ken ce vase 7,472 659 
*x* * * 
National Casualty, Mich, Assets, 
$637,707; unearned premiums, $171,816; 





reserve for claims, $74,303; capital, $200,- | 


000; surplus, $191,816. 


Business in 1923: | 


Prems. Losses 
Accident, Health ....$1,323,014 $588,447 
* * 

Mammoth Life & Accident, Ky.—Assets, 
$205,022; capital, $100,000; surplus, $108, | 
791. Business in 1923: 

Prems. Losses 

Accident and health...$838,252 $117,660 
*x* * * 

Employers Mutual Cas., Ia.—Assets, 


$301,521; unearned premiums, $67,518; re- 





Which Chart Do 
= 


Nearly every agent has a chart, 
perhaps several. But if he has 
an Argus Chart, that’s the one 
he USES. 

The Argus Chart gives all the 
companies, big and little. There 
is more real use for a chart on 
the little companies than on the 
big ones. 

An agent “gets the habit.” He 
uses the chart that gives the in- 
formation he wants every time 
he looks into it. The Argus 
Chart does that. It gives the in- 
formation required in every-day 
work. 

The Argus Chart is a working 
tool. 


Ask for the Argus 


ARGUS CHARTS 


“Twice as Many Companies”’ 
Fire Casualty 


Published by 
The National Underwriter 
1362 Insurance Exchange 
Chicago 











20 Years 


Continuous Progress 


Increase in Premium Ineeme 
First nine menths of 1923: 


62.6% 


A P. i Medera Stock Com 
writing all ferme of Flesieh and Aoetdent 
Coverage—C ere t 
Group, Pay Rell, Specific Coverage, and 
Indu - Geed im 31 
States. bh grade producers apply 
to for agency 


Inter-Ocean 
Casualty Company 
Cincinnati, Ohio 








GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident and Health, Burglary, Plate Glass, 

Steam Boiler, Automobile Liability, Property 

Damage and Collision, Elevator, Teams, Public 
Liability and Workmen’s Compensation 
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FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
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serve for claims, $1,448; reserve for lia- 


bility and workmen's compensation 
claims, $80,916; surplus, $147,483. Busi- 
ness in 1923: 

Prems. Losses 
pe ae $ 19,871 $ 758 
Other Hability ........ 10,396 566 


Workmen’s compens’n.. 213,980 145,641 





Auto prop. damage..... 10,300 2,170 
Auto collision ......... ae 
Other P. D. and collis’n 1,307 603 

Po reer re $256,468 $149,738 


* * * 

Reliance Life, Pat—Assets, $26,180,675; 
unearned premiums, $203,287; reserve for 
claims, $25,933; capital, $1,000,000; sur- 
plus, $613,192. Business in 1923: 





Prems. Losses 

ORG © i'n 65 60504 «os $231,534 $ 80.412 
Se 2264 Hacead one es 196,279 105,986 
ME  Nitecchetcequwes $427,812 $186,399 


Guarantee Company of N,. A.—dAssets, 
$1,211,250; unearned premiums, $107,213; 
reserve for claims, $83,357; deposit capi- 
tal in U. S., $250,000; surplus, $756,671. 
Business in 1923: 





Prems. Losses 

TS PTET eer Te $173,159 $65,729 
DEE Pacceveceteeverns 19,564 —103 
0 eT ee $192,723 $65,626 


* ~ * 

New York Plate Glass.—<Assets, $2,113,- 
882; unearned premiums, $667,179; re- 
serve for unpaid claims, $42,942; capital, 
$500,000; surplus, $750,533. Business in 
1923: 

Losses 
$511,059 


Prems. 

Piste WED 66 occccses $1,338,059 
*x* * * 

National Accident, Neb,—Assets, $249,- 

901; unearned premiums, $118,538; re- 

serve for claims, $5,146; capital, $100,- 

000; surplus, $18,538. Business in 1923: 

Prems. Losses 

ere ce $130,118 $39,031 


Reserve Health & Accident.—dAssets, 
35,267; unearned premiums, $194; re- 
serve for claims, $63; capital, $30,000; 
surplus, $5,005. Business in 1923: 

Prems. 
Accident, health and 
Pare $28,859 
x * * 

Fidelity & Deposit—Assets, $16,252,- 
018; unearned premiums, $5,187,426; re- 
serve for claims, $2,788,315; capital, $5,- 
000,000; surplus, $1,858,194. New busi- 
ness in 1923: 


Losses 


$10,495 


Net. Prems. Losses 
Fidelity & Surety. .$8,826,172 
BurGiary cccccccccs 749,310 vee weene.« 
|. MER EREE ETT $9,575,482 $3,006,596 
«= 2 


Hardware Mutual Cas., Wis.—Assets, 


$664,571; unearned premiums, $342,127; 
reserve for claims, $21,503; reserve for 
liability and workmen's compensation 


claims, $180,125; surplus, $114,423. Busi- 
ness in 1923: 


Prem. Losses 


Aute BARIIGY .cccccces $266,493 $ 76,975 
Other liability ......... 14,994 789 
Workmen’s compens’n.. 216,822 141,598 
Plat@ GIRGS .cccccscccee 94,632 33,737 
Auto prop. damage..... 194,167 55,255 


Auto collision........... 32,469 10,689 





WORM fees vecess cen $819,578 $319,044 
> 7 7. 

Lloyds Plate Glass.—Assets, $1,973,990; 

unearned premiums, $523,971; reserve for 

claims, $60,374; capital, $750,000; surplus, 


$454,361. Business in 1923: 
Prem. Losses 
PIRES GEO cccavcrenes $1,044,239 $391,546 
+ . a 


Commonwealth Casualty.—Assets, 921,- 
980: unearned premiums, $342,622; re- 
serve for claims, $32,686; reserve for lia- 
bility and workmen's compensation 
claims, 


plus, $46,431. Business in 1923: 


Prem. Losses 

Accident and health... .$337,149 $106,622 
Auto Liability ......... 617,005 278,727 
Other Hability ......... 1,889 3,035 
Auto prop. damage..... 136,104 62,718 
Other P. D. and collision 988 1,023 
EN ss ccd asus $1,092,634 $452,126 

- . * 





$131,909; capital, $300,000; sur- 


Loyal Protective.—Assets, $739,458; un- | 


earned premiums, $208,065; reserve for 
claims, $136,018; capital, $100,000; sur- 
plus, $271,738. Business in 1923: 
Prems. Losses 
Accident and health. .$1,013,008 $616,978 
* - . 


Wolverine Mutual Motor. — Assets, 
$141,-442; unearned premiums, $102,495; 
reserve for claims, $11,842; surplus, $27,- 
105. 

* os a. 

Minnesota Commercial Men’s Assn.— 

Assets, $192,906; unearned premiums, 


% states. 





—————— 


$3,909; reserve for claims, $20,451; sur- 


plus, $166,262. Business in 1923: 





Prems. Losses 

OE, a iaee 04 44.004 em ss $ 71,312 $ 51,490 

DE wae ss heb0040 50 eS 138,688 92,116 
Totals 


ews seeweeweewan $210,000 $143,606 
* 


Detroit Fidelity & Surety—<Assets, $3,- 
438,964; unearned premiums, $411,420; 
reserve for claims, $40,347; capital, $1,- 
788,632; surplus, $1,115,839. Business in 





1923: 
Prems. Losses 
DE ‘svaaecaewsnesere $ 18,469 $ 3,684 
PE ac Peele we SIA bes 653,33 57,309 
MORAN wile vs seve vedtuan $671,800 $60,993 

*x* * * 

American Surety — Assets, $16,992,806; 
capital, $5,000,000; premium reserve, $5,- 
416,761; net surplus, $2,247,459; net pre- 


miums, $8,055,243, increase $455,708. It 
has 15,115 local agents and 40 branch 
offices. 


COMPENSATION GIVES 
VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43) 


write their compensation business at a 
loss. There is not a company that is 
operating on a 40 percent expense ratio 
today. It may be possible with great 
trimming and pruning to break even on 
that. A company will be lucky if it can 
do this. 
Mutuals Are Squeezed 


Companies whose major business is 
compensation have a stiffer problem 
before them than those whose compen- 
sations premiums are not a large factor 
in the total. The mutuals and recipro- 
cals are being squeezed in the same way. 
They can, of course, gain something on 
their acquisition cost and yet at the very 
best they probably can not write at less 
than 90 percent of the stock companies 
under present conditions. 

There have been some upheavals in 
casualty companies during the last year, 
some investigations made and changes 
brought about. Blame has been placed 
on certain officers of some companies 
because their business was not paying. 
Yet these officers really were not to 
biame. The conditions in the compensa- 
tion field were such that no one could 
overcome them. 


Not Getting the Benefit Yet 


The National Council on Compensa- 
tion Insurance is stringing out the pro- 
mulgation of the new rates throughout 
the first six or seven months of this 
year. Therefore, the companies are still 
writing at the old rates in most of the 
They will not reach the renew- 
ils until next year. They are not get- 
ting the benefit of the higher rateg. 
Therefore, 1924 will not show any great 
relief. It will be another year of sore 
trial on the compensation department. 
It will take until the middle of 1925 
before the entire machinery under the 
new flag is in full swing. 

Undoubtedly companies are giving 
much more.study to compensation than 
any other line because it offers the big- 
gest problems. Most companies are 
demanding that if compensation be 
written the company receive all the 
other lines from the assured. Some 
companies are writing compensation 
nurely as an accommodation to agents. 
They are trying to discourage it. They 
do not want it unless they have to take 
it in order to save their agency plant. 
Many agents are considerably exercised 
as to the attitude of their companies on 
compensation. 

The one rift seen in the clouds is the 
fact that industries are more active, pay 
rolls are larger, more people are at 
work and hence in the audit of the pay 
rolls this year there will be more excess 
premiums gathered. Many company 
officials, however, say that on account 
of the small initial deposit the compa- 
nies are losing a large amount on the 
interest that is sacrificed on excess 
money that is probably due them that 
will only be collected after the pay rolls 
have been audited. The whole compen- 
sation insurance question furnishes the 
most serious problem that confronts 
casualty companies today. 





STARTS WRITING SOON 


BANK MUTUAL IN NEW DEAL 





Company Organized by Illinois Bankers 
Makes Reinsurance Agreement 
With Integrity Mutual 


The Integrity Mutual Casualty of 
Chicago has effected a _ reinsurance 
agreement with the Bankers Mutual Fi- 
delity & Casualty, the mutual that has 
been organized by the Illinois Bankers 
Association. The Bankers Mutual al- 
ready has sufficient burglary business to 
qualify under the state law, but it is 
withholding its active entry into the 
business until it has enough fidelity 
business to enter that field also. It is 
writing only the banks members of the 
association. Until the Bankers Mutual 
is actually doing business for itself, the 
Integrity Mutual will take all of the 
business. It is understood that as soon 
as the Bankers Mutual starts writing 
business, that the Integrity will auto- 
matically reinsure 80 percent of all of 
the business written by the Bankers 
Mutual. Prior to the organization of 
the Bankers Mutual Fidelity & Casualty, 
the business of the Illinois Bankers As- 
sociation was placed with the Ocean. 
As soon as the mutual company was 
formed, the Ocean withdraw and at that 
time answered the objections that had 
been raised by M.A. Graettinger, secre- 
tary of the Illinois Bankers Association. 
Manager Joseph E. Callender of the 
Ocean pointed out that the loss ratio 
on bank business in Illinois had been 
extremely heavy. For instance, he 
showed that during the four-year period 
ending with Dec. 31, 1922, the total net 
premiums were $145,291 and the losses 
on 177 banks during the same period 
$222 747. 


wwe, 





FIGHT MISSOURI LABOR BILL 





Insurance Federation Calls on All In- 
surance Men to Assist in 
Campaign 





ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 29.—The In- 
surance Federation of Missouri, of 
which William M. Byrne is president 
and J. W. Rodger secretary-treasurer, 
is sending out notices to the agents, 
managers and officers of insurance com- 
panies doing business in St. Louis and 
elsewhere in Missouri urging them to 
assist im the publicity campaign of the 
Associated Industries of Missouri for 
the defeat of the radical workmen’s 
compensation measure proposed by 
leaders of the labor movement in Mis- 
souri. The labor chieftains plan to sub- 
mit the measure via an initiative petition 
instead of sending it before the state 
legislature. 

The insurance men are urged to get 
in touch by letter or in person with their 
assureds who will be affected by the com- 
pensation law, urging their cooperation 
by membership in the Associated Ip- 


dustries organization, which can be ob-! 


tained by subscribing on a basis of $1 
for each employe for the year 1924. 


The proposed labor bill was discused 


at a meeting of the Insurance Federa- 
tion Friday, and it was decided to assist 
the employers organization in defeating 
it. It has ben estimated that it will 
cost approximately $65,00 to get out the 
necessary literature, advertising, etc., 
to carry the fight into every voting 
precinct of misouri as planned. 

The labor bill carries a monopolistic 
state insurance clause and if passed 
would put all insurance companies writ- 
ing employers liability coverage in Mis- 
souri out of busines so far as that line 
is concerned. The Associated Indus- 


tries plans to submit a fair and sane} 


compensation act to next Missouri leg- 
islature. Under the labor bill employers 
would have to pay 100 to 200 per cent 
more for their compensation insurance 
protection. 

Missourians are also being urged to 





a 
use their influence in beating Howse 
Bill No. 487 and Senate Bill No 434 
in congress, creating a District of Cob 
umbia insurance fund, which would be 
used as a model for similar bills ® the 
various states if enacted into law, 


Surety Association Meeting 


A meeting of the Surety Associas 
of America will be held early in Ry, 
ruary, though the exact date has 
yet been fixed upon. It is assumed tha 
final action will be taken upon the 
revised rules approved by the 
committee some months ago, and 
such action will have the effect of » 
moving the last vestige of trouble jg 
California, Earlier gatherings wil] 
be had by the bankers blanket bond 
committee. 


Illinois Holds Parent Liable 


A decision of the municipal ¢o 
Chicago, holding the parent of an 
responsible for damage in an automo 
bile accident, has been upheld by the 
appellate court in_a decisiom handej 
down by Judge O’Connor this week 
This reverses the court precident jg 
Illinois, legal action having heretofor 
followed an old decision of the suprem 
court which held that a father was ng 
liable for the death of a child who wa, 
run over by his automobile which wa 
being driven by his son. In the cay 
which was decided this week suit wa 
brought against an automobile owne 
for $4,200 the damage done to the plain. 
tiff's car in an accident caused by th 
son of the defendant. The decision 
clarifies practice in Illinois and places 
court precedent in line with recognize 
practice. 





National Safety Council to Meet 


The mid-year safety conference of th 
National Safety Council’s engineering 
section, the Chicago Safety Council ani 
the Western Society of Engineers wil 
be held in Chicago, Feb. 19, and will i. 
clude morning and afternoon session 
and an evening banquet. The morning 
session will be devoted to a discussion 
of woodworkers’ hazards and at this se. 
sion a talk will be given by John A 
Neale, chief engineer of the Chicago 
Board. In the afternoon health an 
medical service will be discussed, 

Consolidation of the American Society 
of Safety Engineers and the engineering 
section of the National Safety Counel 
was announced at a banquet in New York 
last week and followed a joint confer 
ence of the two organizations. Thee 
two organizations have been carrying 
practically the same memberships ai 
have duplicated efforts on many oct 
sions in the past, 





California Accident Report 


According to a report recently com 
piled by L. E. Ross, chief of the state 
bureau of vital statistics, approximately 
1,320 persons were killed in automobile 
accidents in California in 1923 as com 
pared with 1,085 such deaths in 1922, Th 
figures for 1923 are based on the record 
for ten months of the year, the informa 
tion for the last two months not having 
yet been received. It is estimated by 
Mr. Ross that accidental falls cause 
620 deaths last year in California, rall 
roads killed 260 persons, and street cats 
were responsible for the death of 60. 





Metropolitan’s Coast Arangement 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. %—Bt 
ward Brown & Sons, recently appolatel 
general agents for the Metropolits2 
Casualty, have named Hayes Ca 
as superintendent of the newly in 
casualty department. Mr. Carnahan bs 
been head of the automobile departmett 
of Edward Brown & Sons since Itt 
Harry J. Keegan, who has been asst 
ant manager of the same dep 
since 1922, has been advanced to tht 
post of manager. 


General Agents Apointed 


The New York Indemnity announce 
the following general agency &pP%" 
ments: G. A. Mercer Co., Savannah, @ 





Morris D. Cook Agency, Rock Island, 
J. M. Lynch Insurance Agency, 
City, Iowa; James A. O’Connell, 
Brunswick, N. J.; Robertson & 

Fort Smith, Ark. 
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The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 














Guarantee and Accident 
Company. Limited 


Head Office U. S. Branch 


134 S. La Salle Street 
Chicago, Ill. 


C. M. BERGER, Manager 


The company of “super service” is not a name that has been “‘applied’’ to the 
London Guarantee and Accident. It is a name well earned in more than fifty 
years of close co-operation with its agents. 





Over 60 Years of Public Service 

















COMPANY 
Home Office—100 William Street, New York City 


F. W. LAWSON, Chairman of the Beard 


» President HOWARD Seeretary 


PERCIVAL BERESFORD. 
GEO. R. PAC Viee Pree A. H. HELLER: reesere 
HERBERT W. Viee Pres. FRANK J. , Assistant Secretary 


Over sixty years of public service faithfully performed have established the 
United Firemen’s as an institution of utmost dependability. An old reliable com- 
pany writing Fire, Tornado and Automobile Insurance. 












































Tue TRAVELERS INSURANCE COMPANY 


























The Modern Executive Has a Heart — and a Vision 


The modern executive sees beyond the 
walls of his factory—he sees into the 
homes of his workers. 


He sees what he has wrought—confidence, 
happiness, peace of mind. 


Modern executives who mold industrial 
opinion and nurse its growth, administer 
their lives and business with minds open 
to all things that tend toward betterment 
of working conditions. 

The vision of these men encompasses the 
truism that workers give to their daily 
tasks a far greater measure of efficiency 


Hartford L. F. BUTLER, PRESIDENT 


when their minds are free from anxiety 
and their homes and families securely 
protected against unlooked-for disaster. 


Group Insurance is but one way of add- 
ing to the betterment of working con- 
ditions, but the benefits that have accrued 
from its protection and the influence that 
its giving has created are factors that 
have appealed to a great number of the 
most prominent executives in the com- 
mercial field. 


Many of the largest organizations have 
subscribed to its benefits. 


Tue TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY 


Connecticut 


THE TRAVELERS 


We have prepared a portfolio on Group Insurance for business 
executives. Send for your copy today 

















